Warm-Up
Some proverbs advocate love and romance as the prelude to marriage, others advise when getting married to be most prudent. Which of the proverbs below appeal to you? Why?

• He that marries for wealth, sells his liberty.  • Marry not an old crony, or a fool, for money.• In choosing a wife, and buying a sword, we ought not to trust another. • It's unlucky to marry for love. • "Sweet-heart" and "Honey-bird" keeps no house. • In wiving and thriving a man should take counsel of all the world. • Marry first, and love will follow. • Marry your like. • Like blood, like good, and like age, make the happiest marriage. • Go down the ladder when you marry a wife; go up when you choose a friend.

Text Four

What’s Wrong with Marrying for Love?

Falling in love is the expected and proper prelude to marriage. As presently interpreted, this means that you mar​ry for love and that you work at it after marriage. A successful marriage is the final realization of a romantic attraction.

A good marriage is one that contributes freely and fully to personality development; a poor marriage is one that hinders it. Getting married is primarily a romantic adventure with an emphasis upon individual rights and freedom from parental control, rather than a carefully reasoned choice involving a prudent weighing of other factors important for a lifelong union. Passionate attachment and anticipated happiness out​weigh such considerations as companionship, cultural simi​larities and common social experience. We proudly announce that we no longer marry for convenience, to promote a career or to please our families but to establish a personally desirable relationship that is voluntary, rests on personal choice, and aims at individual happiness and personality development.

Romance is beautiful. Wonderful. But as the primary ba​sis for selection of matrimonial mates? On which to build a lifelong union? Many things must be considered. This is the verdict of other centuries. Young people need the counsel of their elders.

Parents do know something about the nature and needs of their own children. They can judge their mates through the eyes of their greater age and experience. And they do seek the happiness of their children.

Does modern research throw any light on the validity of romance as a basis for mate selection? What are the find​ings of recent studies of marital problems? Romance ac​cording to some researchers is a process of fantasy forma​tion, usually adolescent when one idealizes another per​son, ignoring the faults and magnifying the virtues of the loved one. (After marriage there is usually an emotional re​turn to reality.) Other students of the problem see it as a striving for emotional security, so lacking in casual relations of our everyday life.

Whatever the facts may be in each of these interpreta​tions, it should be noted that all see romantic love as some form of compensating emotion, personally satisfying, ide​alizing someone else but unrelated to reality.

Studies of marital failure and success show quite clearly that the longer the period of acquaintance before marriage, the greater the chances of marital success.

Perhaps most essential is the importance of similarity of social background for marital success. This means that like should marry like. "Marriage," writes a well-known family sociologist, "involves living with a person, not merely lov​ing him." It is this prosaic fact that places romantic love in its proper proportions as a basis for marriage. Romance must be termed the prelude to the more sober and realistic consideration of a mate, but romance alone is not enough. 






From Charm

Scanning

Glance at the text for information, then eyes up, give a response:

1. How does marriage influence a personality? 2. Is marriage to be regarded as a carefully reasoned choice of a matrimonial mate? Do people marry to promote their careers nowadays? What does marriage rest on today? 3. Why does the narrator think that young people need their parents' counsel to select their matrimonial mate? 4. What are the findings of modern research of romance and marital problems? 5. Do people live in a fool's paradise after marriage? 6. Is romantic love based on reality? 7. What is romantic love as the author himself sees it? 8. Which is more reliable according to the studies of mar​ital problems: marriages based on romantic attraction or on similarity of social background? 9. What does the author mean by "the proper prelude to marriage"?

2. Complete these sentences using suitable words and expressions from Text Four:

1. A successful marriage is the final realization of____.

2. A successful marriage contributes freely and fully to

3. A successful marriage is a romantic adventure with an emphasis on ____.

4. A successful marriage involves a prudent weighing of

5. A successful marriage is built upon more comradely

6. The longer the period of acquaintance before marriag​es the greater ____.

7. Marriages based on romantic attraction do not turn out as well as ___.

8. Romance must be termed the prelude to ____.

9. Romance is a process of____.

10. Romance is a striving for ____.

11. Passionate attachment and anticipated happiness out​weigh such considerations as ____.

12. We marry to establish a personally desirable ____.

13. Marriage is aimed at ____.

Focus On

1. Study the meanings and the contexts of the itali​cized words. Translate the sentences into Rus​sian:

1. The four stages of man are infancy, childhood, adoles​cence, and obsolescence. 2. Every man is surrounded by a neighbourhood of volun​tary spies. 3. That which we are, we are; On equal temper of heroic hearts, Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will To strive, to seek, to find, not to yield.

4. That's just the kind of sensible approach I anticipated from this book. 5. Addison contributed to charity, subscribed outwardly to a dull social routine, pretended to love his wife of whom he was weary, and took his human pleasure secretly. 6. He presented quite a new view of the affair. 7. It was a bitter lesson for Mr. Norman Schryhard and all those who had unfortunately become involved. 8. Trusty, dusky vivid, true, With eyes of gold and bramble-dew Steel-true and blade-straight, The great artificer Made my mate. 9. She had been forced into prudence in her youth, she learned romance as she grew older - the natural sequel of an unnatural beginning. 10. His speech is admirably reasoned. 11. The figure had been adopted as the basis for the Gov​ernment’s longer-term planning in higher education.

2. Fill in the blank spaces, choosing words with meaning suggested in brackets (These words are italicized in Exercise I):

1. Mr Hand (helped to make successful) 
the Republican party for favours received or about to be

2. Ask, and it shall be given you; (try to find) _____ and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 3. Man will err while yet he (endeavours) 
    4. You’ll (take part)
in something fascinating before you know it. 5. As I came round the corner of the icehouse, the big house loomed into (sight)

. 6. Her (period between childhood and maturity)
fell like a shadow between us. 7. Though the road looked the same I was aware that I could no longer (foresee)
the curves, the sudden blind rises where, earlier, I’d known reflexively to tap my horn for an oncoming car. 8. Our family have been unlucky of late years in choosing (friends)
- that’s all. 9. The ability (to form judgements)
        distinguishes man from the lower animals. 10. His whole life was a (series of unusual adventures)
 . 

11. He is showing remarkable (wisdom) _____ selling that property.

1. Retell Text Four using these words:

To marry for love, a romantic attraction, to contribute to, personality development, to hinder, parental control, a care​fully reasoned choice, to involve, a prudent weighing, a life​long union, passionate attachment, anticipated happiness, to outweigh, cultural similarities, to marry for convenience. to rest on, to aim at, the primary basis for, matrimonial mates, counsel, through the eyes of one's age and experi​ence, to seek, modern research, to throw light on, validity findings, marital problems, fantasy formation, adolescent, to magnify, virtues, a striving for, emotional security, to lack in casual relations, unrelated to reality, marital failure, com​radely affection, social background, in proper proportions.

2. Answer the questions:

1. Is marriage a problem of serious consideration? 2. How can a poor marriage hinder personality development? 3. Is getting married, in your opinion, a romantic adven​ture or "a carefully reasoned choice"? Explain your point of view. 4. Do you consider romance to be that very primary basis to build a lifelong union on? 5. Do young people really need the counsel of their elders? Why? Why not? What are the advantages and disadvan​tages of living with parents after marriage? 6. Which conclusions of modern researchers would you like to join? Give your reasoning. Can a sociological re​search into matrimonial problems be efficient? Why? Why not? 7. Can you give examples of a marriage based on (a) ro​mantic attraction; (b) comradely affection; (c) a realis​tic consideration? Which of them is a marital success? Why? Why not? Generalize your observations. 8. Is the similarity of social background of any importance for marital success? Enlarge on it.

