British and American Families.

Below are a few extracts from Understanding Britain by K. Hewitt concerning the British fam​ilies and other relationships (see A). Compare the data with that given in other materials that tell us about the same aspects of people's life in the USA (see B).

Discuss what views are taken by Russians of the institution of marriage, the divorce phenome​non, etc. Say if you have the same problems:

A

1. Women in Britain have been giving birth later and later. But the biological clock ticks away leaving these wom​en less and less time to have their family. Doctors can now teat for many physical and mental defects which appear more often in babies born to older parents.

2. Young men, for possibly the first time in history, at a dis​advantage. More boy babies are born who now survive the weaknesses to which they used to succumb. So more boys are chasing fewer girls, and are suddenly proving very enthusias​tic about marriage and long-term relationships while the girls hesitate. This is a reversal of traditional attitudes.

5. More than one in three marriages in Britain is now expected to end in divorce. Something has clearly been happening to the idea of marriage. Many children experi​ence the divorce of their parents before they themselves grow up. And so the higher the divorce rate, the more un-happiness, instability and gloomy prospects for the future relationships of our young citizens.

4. More and more stable couples are choosing not to get married. The popularity of the institution of "living togeth​er" as a sexual couple is very great indeed. Such unmarried couples are also having their children, unmarried, but both taking responsibility for the child who is born, just as in marriage.

Now about a third of marriages end in divorce, and we can be fairly sure that at least the same proportion of seri​ous couple "split up".

5. There is a strong tendency for divorced and separated individuals to find another partner and settle down to anoth​er marriage or similar relationship. Single mothers exist — but not usually for very long.

Whatever the reasons, enthusiasm for marriage or a long-term relationship remains very high. It seems that the British are a romantic race. And if you ask the British what their "ideal" of life is, whether or not they themselves have achieved it, the "ideal" that comes top always is "a loving and kind marriage between equals".

6. How does the non-homosexual majority of the Brit​ish public feel about homosexuals? The majority seem to have complicated and ambivalent feelings; opinion polls on this question always demonstrate how confused most people are. Some popular papers make the lives of well-known homosexuals a misery. On the other hand there are many young radical people and many homosexuals them​selves who say that "sexual preference is a matter of choice. No distinctions should be made."

B

1. In a traditional American family the father goes out and works and the mother stays home and rears the chil​dren. But most families in the USA do not fit this image. The most common type of family now is one in which both par​ents work outside the home.

2. Many single adult Americans nowadays are waiting longer to get married. Women become more interested in getting married and starting a family as they enter their thirties. Today's brides and grooms enter marriage in more skeptical frames of mind than before.

3. In the 1970s many couples living together without being married. For about ten years, the number of unmar​ried couples living together grew rapidly. At that time there was an increase in divorces.

4. Nowadays people who get married at later ages have fewer divorces. In the mid-1980s, more traditional mar​riage and family practices became once again widely ac​cepted. Today, married couples are the fastest growing type of household in the United States. The number of marriages is rising. The number of babies has also been climbing steadily for the past ten years. Many experts see these trends as a sign that Americans are returning to the values of marriage and family. Still there is an increase in the num​ber of families that are headed by only one person.

5. Many couples today want to be childless. The average household contains between two or three people. So fami​lies in the United States are getting smaller.

1. (a) Say in what way these factors may compli​cate the relationship between men and women, put a strain on their marriage, cause a divorce:

• the changes in the law that have made divorce easier and more acceptable;  • the change in the traditional roles of women and men in the home;  • the change in moral values;  • a low income;   • the consumer mentality rather than the producer men​tality of the husband;   • "women's liberation" movement; • the wife's desire to pursue her career;  • lack of kindness and respect for others; no mutual re​spect;  an early marriage;  romantic love before marriage;  no intimate relationships before marriage;  the provision of contraception for those under the age of sixteen;   the changes in their own situation (prolonged unem​ployment, a serious illness, a new location, etc.);  a chronic dissatisfaction that is not being attended to;   • changes in each of the spouses;   • the difference in their education;  • their parents' disapproval of their marriage.

(b) What other factors of the kind can be pointed out? Comment on each of them.

2. What is the best way to curb the rising divorce rate? Here are some suggestions. Discuss their value and give your own ideas:

• High school should require students to take courses on marriage and family matters.

• Couples should sign contracts spelling out the terms of their marriage.

• First-time marriages should occur at later ages.

• Wives should seek the help of ministers, physicians, marriage counsellors and sex therapists.

3. (a) What's the best way to save a marriage? Should a couple:

• go for help to a relative?

• attempt to find out who is most at fault?

• train themselves to shut their ears and be deaf to each other?

• keep their grievances to themselves?

(b) Give your own advice. Give examples from your or somebody else's experience in solving marital problems.

4. Get ready to discuss the problems.

Marriage problems may involve;

 1) an interfering in-law; 2) a jealous wife/husband;  3) a "don't-care" attitude of the wife/husband; 4) having children;  5) a husband being "a great one for saving"; 6) wife being extravagant in the eyes of her husband; • 7) • a wife longing for her work and a husband who is against her working; 8)  a wife who pits her will against his; 9) • a wife realizing that they are strangers: there seems a great vacuum between them (a husband not kissing her good-bye in the morning; a husband staying late at his office; her loneliness, etc.); 10) • a husband feels that their marriage drive them apart (a wife not getting up to greet her husband); 11) • a wife looking untidy when at home; a wife having her own way, etc.: 12) • a didactic selfish husband who is against any pet at home: 13) • a husband going out with another woman; 14) • a husband with irritating habits. 15) a husband crushing her family tendencies;
16. Write an essay on one of the following proverbs:

1. True happiness consists in making happy. 2. Men make houses, women make homes. 3. An obedient wife commands her husband. 4. Three things drive a man out of his house — smoke, rain. and a smoking wife. 5. He that tells his wife news, is but newly married (which means that it is unwise to confide in one's wife). 6. Mother-in-law and daughter-in-law are a tempest and hail storm.
