PART   I
THE STORY OF A CARPENTER
by William Saroyan
My Grandmother Lucy knew no end of stories. Here is one of them which is to illustrate the absurdity of despair. It's the story of a carpenter who lived many hundreds of years ago. One day on his way home he was stopped by a friend who said:
"My brother, why do you look so sad? Is anything the matter?" (1)
"You too would feel as I do," the carpenter replied. "If you were in my shoes." (2)
"What is it?" his friend asked.
"By tomorrow morning," the carpenter said, "I must have eleven thousand eleven hundred eleven pounds of fine sawdust for the King, or else I shall lose my head."
The carpenter's friend smiled and put his arm around the carpenter's shoulder.
"My friend," he said, "cheer up. (3) Let us go and eat and drink and forget tomorrow. Never give way to despair." (4)
So they went to the carpenter's home, where they found the carpenter's wife and children in tears. But the carpenter's friend told them to stop crying. And they all began eating, drinking,  talking,  singing and  dancing.
In the midst of (5) laughter, the carpenter's wife began to weep and said:
"So, my husband, in the morning you are to lose your head and we are all enjoying ourselves. So it is that way."
"Don't give way to despair," the carpenter said. "It's no use." (6) And they continued eating, drinking, singing and danc​ing. When light pierced darkness and it was day, everyone became silent and stricken with (7) fear and grief. From the King came his men and knocked softly at the door of the carpenter’s house. And the carpenter said: "Now I   must go to die," and opened the door.
"Carpenter," they said, "the King is dead. Build him a coffin."
NOTES
1   Is anything the matter? — Is anything wrong? (Russ. Что-нибудь случилось?)
2   If you were in my shoes (colloq.) — If you were In my place; e.g. Frankly speaking I wouldn't like to be in his shoes.
8 cheer up — don't be sad (Russ. He унывай! Подбод​рись!)
4 to give way to despair — to be overcome by despair (Russ. поддаваться отчаянию, приходить в отчаяние)
5  in the midst of — in the middle of
6   It's no use [ju:s].—It won't help (often no use-+gerund; e.g. It's no use talking about it.)
7 stricken with — affected by fear, illness, misfortune, etc. (Russ. охваченный, пораженный); e.g. panic-stricken, awe-stricken, etc.
EXERCISES
Exercise I. Practise the pronunciation of the following word» and •word-combinations:
a)  carpenter, absurdity, despair, laughter, sawdust, pierce, grief, knock, coffin
Exercise II. Drills, a) Read and repeat; b) Use the structure» in sentences of your own.
I. 1. He looked sad.
2.  She felt lonely.
3.  They seemed unhappy.
4.  He looked strong.
Б. She felt weak and ill.
II.   I. She stopped crying.
2.  They began eating.
3.  He continued drinking.
4.  She stopped singing.
Б. They went on enjoying themselves.'
III. 1. They enjoyed themselves till morning.
2.  He enjoyed the meal.
3.  We enjoyed ourselves at the party.
4.  She enjoyed the book immensely.
5.  He enjoys going to the movies.
Exercise III. Replace the italicized parts of the sentences by words and phrases from the text:
1. Grandmother Lucy knew very many stories. 2. If you were in my place you would also feel sad. 3. If I don't have fine sawdust by tomorrow morning, I shall have to die. 4. His wife and children were crying. 5. Don't lose hope. 6. The King has died.
Exercise IV. Find in the text equivalents for the following and use them in sentences of your own:
множество; по дороге домой; что-нибудь неладно?; если бы ты был на моем месте; иначе; обнять кого-нибудь за плечи; подбодрись; рыдать; не поддавайся отчаянию; перестать плакать; веселиться; это бесполезно; охвачен страхом; тихо постучать в дверь; мертвый; умереть
Exercise V. Fill in the blanks with adjectives and adverbs given below:
1. The carpenter looked very .... 2. He looked ... at his friend and told him that he was in danger of losing his head.
3.  His wife dried her tears and smiled ... .4. The boy looked ... and .... 5. The poor woman felt ... .6. "I'm so ...," she said, "I have nobody to turn to for advice and help." 7. In-the morning she felt ... . 8. He slept ... and woke with a headache.
(weak, weakly, sad, sadly, unhappy, bad, lonely, ill, badly)
Exercise VI.   Answer   the  following  questions:
1. Did Grandmother Lucy know many stories? 2. Who knew no end of stories? 3. What did Grandmother Lucy know?
4.  What is one of her stories to illustrate? 5. When did the carpenter live? 6. Where was he stopped by a friend one day? 7. Did the carpenter look sad or happy? 8. What did his friend ask him? 9. What did the carpenter reply? 10. What did the carpenter's friend do when he heard his reply? 11. What did he advise the carpenter to do? 12. Where did they both go? 13. Whom did they find at the carpenter's home? 14. What did the carpenter tell them to do? 15. What did they all begin doing? 16. What happened to the carpenter's wife in the midst of laughter? 17. What did the carpenter's friend say? 18. Did everyone continue eating and drinking when it was day or did everybody become silent? 19. Why did everybody become silent? 20. Who knocked softly at the door? 21. What did the carpenter say? 22. Why did the King's men come? 23. What did the King's men want the carpenter to do?
Exercise VII. Retell the story using the following words and phrases:
no end of; one of them; to illustrate; on his w.ay home; to look sad;-is anything the matter?; if you were in my shoes; by tomorrow morning; or else; cheer .up; never give way to despair; in tears; to stop crying; to weep; you are to lose your head; to enjoy oneself; it's no use; to become silent; stricken with fear; to knock softly (at); dead; coffin
