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OT ABTOPOB-COCTABUTEJIEN

YuebHo-mMeTouueckoe nocooue Man in Focus: Relationships and Marriage
(«B goxyce — uenogek: omuowlenuss u Opaxk») TpeaHA3HAYACTCS IJIsA CTYICHTOB
CTapIIMX KypCOB BY30B, OOy4YalOIIMXCS MO S3bIKOBBIM HAIMpPABIECHUSM MOATOTOBKH,
npexe Bcero, no HanpasieHuto 44.03.05 Ilenarorudueckoe oopa3zoBaHUE.

OcHoBHas 11e71b TOCOOUS — CIIOCOOCTBOBATH (POPMUPOBAHHIO OOIIEKYIBTYPHBIX U
npo¢eCCHOHAILHBIX KOMIIETEHIIUN B cpepe BlIaJeHHs MHOCTPAHHBIMHU SI3bIKAMHU.

[TocoGue HampaBiIeHo Ha:

® pACIIMpPEHUE CIIOBAPHOTO 3amaca CTYACHTOB IO TEMaM, CBSI3aHHBIM C
POMAHTHMYECKUMHU  OTHOUIEHUSIMU, BBIOOPOM CIYTHHKA KU3HH, OpakoM W
IMOJTOTOBKOM K CBaJb0O€;

® aKTHMBM3AlMI0O BOKaOylsgpa B  CIOHTAHHOM U  TOJATOTOBJIEHHOM
BBICKa3bIBaHUM;

® pa3BUTHE HABBIKOB JUAJIOTHYECKON peuu;

® TPUBHUTHE HABBIKOB TOJKOBaHMS U NepedpazupoBaHUs CIOB U BhIpAXKEHUUN
Ha aHTJIMACKOM S3BIKE;

® jalbHEelIee pa3BUTHE YMEHHUIM U HaBBIKOB MOUCKOBOTO, 03HAKOMUTEIBHOTO
Y U3YYalollero YTeHHs Ha aHTJIUHCKOM SI3bIKE;

® 3aKperUieHHuEe HaBBIKOB pedeprupoBaHuUs COAECpKaHUS TEKCTa C aHTIUICKOTO
A3bIKa HA PYCCKUU A3BIK U HA00OPOT;

® pa3BUTHE JUCKYCCUOHHBIX HABBIKOB U YMEHHUIA.

ConepxaHue U CTPYKTYPY MOCOOUS ONpeeNuan MporpaMMHbIe TpeOOBaHUS K
Kypcy NMpakTHKU YCTHOW M MHChbMEHHOW peun (aHrnuickuil s3bik) Ha III xypce u
ONMbIT paboThl CO CTyIEHTaMH 10 HampaBieHuio noAaroroBku 44.03.05
[legarornueckoe obpazoBanue. [locoOue BKIIOUAET CEMb TEMATHYECKUX PA3/ENIOB:
«Yto Takoe moO0Bb?», «B mouckax maptHepa», «CBumanHue», «COXKUTEIBCTBOY,
«bpax», «MexkynbTypHble Opaku», «CBaapbay». [Ipm orGope TemMaTuyeckoro u
JIEKCUYECKOT0 MaTepualia aBTOPbl YUYUTHIBAIN KaK 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh MOJIOJIEKH B
BOIIPOCAX B3aMMOOTHOILIEHUN MY>KUMH M KEHIIUH, BbIOOpA MapTHEpa, 3aKII0YEHUs
Opaka, MOJAroTOBKOM K CBaJbOe, TaK U paclIupeHue Kpyrozopa u npoheccuoHaIbHbIX
KOMITETEHIUH OyIyIIMX MEJaroros.

3amanusi, coiepikaluecs B MOCOOWH, HANpaBJICHbI, B MEPBYIO Ouepeiab, Ha
paclIMpeHre U aKTUBU3ALMI0 TEMATUYECKOIO CIOBAps U Pa3BUTUE HABBIKOB YCTHOM
peun. Kaxsiii paznen BKIIO4aeT HECKOJIBKO (OT 1 10 3) HeOONbIINX OPUTHHATIBHBIX
TEKCTOB, B OCHOBHOM 3TO MYOJIUIIMCTUYECKUE U HAYYHO-IyOJUIUCTUYECKUE CTAThU
U3 aHIUIOSA3BIYHOM Tmpecchl. Kakaplii TEKCT COMpoBOXKAAETCS cepued J0- U
MOCJIETEKCTOBBIX 3aJlaHUM M CUCTEMOHM S3BIKOBBIX UM PEYEBBIX YIPAXKHEHUH,
HaIpaBJICHHBIX HA CTUMYJIMPOBAHHE CAMOCTOSTEIbHBIX BBICKA3bIBAHUU CTYACHTOB.
Bce TexcTbl HOCAT MHGOPMATHUBHBIM M MPOOJEMHBIN XapakTep U MOTYT CIY>KUTb
OCHOBOM 1Jisi BeZieHUsi Oecenbl, NUCKYCCHUM, AUCIYTa, B XOAE KOTOPBIX CTYACHTHI
pa3BUBAIOT YMEHHUS OTCTAaMBaTh CBOIO TOYKY 3peHUs, yOexkIaTh coOeceaHHKa.
Hekoropble Martepuanbl COAEpKaT CIHOpPHBIE TOJIOXKEHUS, KOTOpbIE MPU3BaHbI



CTUMYJIHPOBATh apTyMEHTHPOBAHHOE MOHOJIOTHYECKOE BBICKA3BIBAHUE, COCTABIICHUE
JMAJIOTOB, POJIEBBIC UTPHI. B mocoOue Takke BKIIOYCHBI 3aJaHus Ha pedepaTHBHBIN
MIEPEBOJ] PYCCKUX TEKCTOB C MCIIOJIF30BAHUEM M3YYCHHOM JIGKCHKH.

[lecTs U3 ceMU pa3/esoB 3aBEPIIAIOTCS OPUTHHAIHHBIMU XYJ0KECTBEHHBIMU
TEKCTAMU — KOPOTKHMH pacCKa3zaMU aHTJIMACKHX WM aMEPUKAHCKUX IHcaTenei,
TEMaTHYECKH  CBS3aHHBIMH C  COJepkaHueM  pasnmena. Kaxnmeni — Tekcr
COIIPOBOXKIAETCS 3alaHUsIMH, TPU3BAHHBIMH O00ECIEYHTh KOHTPOJIh TOHUMAaHUS
MPOYUTAHHOTO, 3aTIOMUHAHUE ¥ YACTHYHYIO aKTUBU3AINIO JIEKCUISCKUX STUHUII.

[Tocobue comep KUT MPHIIIOKEHNE C TOMOTHUTEIFHBIMA MaTepHUaIaMu:

® KOPOTKHUMH TE€KCTaMU C 33/IaHUSMHU, PAaCCUNTAHHBIMU Ha OJHMH ayIUTOPHBINA
qyac pabOoThHI U MpeAHA3HAYCHHBIMH JJIsSI OPTaHU3AIMHA CAMOCTOSTEIFHON ay TUTOPHOM
paboThI CTYAEHTOB;

® MpoOIEeMHBIMU MYOJHUIUCTAYCCKUMH TEKCTaMH, K KOTOPHIM CTYJEHTHI
MOTYT CaMOCTOSITENILHO pa3padaThiBaTh 3aJaHUS A paOdOTHI B TPYyIIE, pa3BUBas
TakuM 00pa3oM npodeccuoHaIbHble KOMIETEHIINH;

® TECTOBBIMH 33JaHUSIMH, KOTOpPbIE MOTYT OBITh HCIIOJNIB30BaHBl KaK B
ayJIUTOPHH, TaK U B KAYECTBE IOMAIITHETO 3a/IaHusl.

ABTOpBI-COCTaBUTENN TOCYHTATN HEOOXOJUMBIM BKIIOYUTh HEOOIBIION
rpaMMaTHYeCKHd pa3feN, COAepKallui MpaBuia yHOTpeOJIeHHs HHTOBBIX (HopM
rJIaroJjo0B U UHGUHUTHBOB, KOTOPHIE OOBIYHO BHI3BIBAIOT 3aTPYIHEHUS y CTYICHTOB.

[TocoOue paccumtaHo Ha paboTy B TeueHHe ojxHOro cemecrtpa — 70 dacos
ayoIuTOpHBIX 3aHsATHH W 110 dYacoB camMoCTOSTENbHOW paboOThl CTYACHTOB.
[IpenonaBaTeny, UCHONB3YIOUIME IaHHOE IOcoOHe B y4eOHOM Mpolecce, MOTYT
BBIOMpaTh W KOMIIOHOBAaTh Y4eOHBIE MaTepHadbl B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT YpPOBHSA
MOJITOTOBJICHHOCTH CTY/ICHTOB.



UNIT 1

WHAT IS LOVE?
WARM-UP

The Ancient Greek philosopher Plato once said that “At the touch of love,

everyone becomes a poet.”

This now quotable phrase is a perfect example of a proverb about love. Below
are some more proverbs and quotations on the topic from all over the world.

e Find examples of proverbs that contradict each other.

e Choose from the list 3 proverbs and quotations which appeal to you most
and 3 which you disagree with and comment on them.

e Give their Russian equivalents if possible

Love makes the world go ’round.
Love is a malady without cure.
Love lasts as long as money endures.

There is no difference between a wise
man and a fool when they fall in love.

Two shorten the road.

Love is blind.

Love conquers all.

Love will find a way.

Love knows no bounds.

Love yourself or no one else will.
All is fair in love and war.

Love hurts.

The heart wants what it wants.

One who marries for love alone will
have bad days but good nights.
Egyptian proverb

Love and eggs are best when they are
fresh.

Love makes the time pass. Time makes
love pass.

Where there is love there is no
darkness. Burundian proverb

Love is like dew that falls on both
nettles and lilies.

Love is for fools wise enough to take a
chance.

In love beggar and king are equal.
Indian proverb

It is love that makes the impossible
possible. Indian proverb

A day lasts until it’s chased away but
love lasts until the grave. Irish proverb

There is no cure for love other than
marriage. Irish proverb

There i1s no love like the first love.
Italian proverb

He who treads the path of love walks a
thousand meters as if it were only one.
Japanese proverb

Lovesickness hurts but does not kill.
Mexican proverb

Love is a despot who spares no-one.
Namibian proverb

Love understands all languages.
Romanian proverb

Love has to be shown by deeds not
words. Swahili proverb

Old love does not rust.



TEXT A

1. Study the following vocabulary

infatuation a strong feeling of love for someone or interest in something,
especially a feeling that is unreasonable and does not continue
for a long time

to work out 1. To plan or devise something in detail. "We need to work out

(phrasal verb) | a seating plan."
2. To understand someone's character. "Tom turned to look him,
staring at him, trying to work him out."
3. To solve a sum or determine an amount by calculation.
"The losses work out at $2.94 a share."
4. To have a good or specified result. "Things don't always work out
that way."
5. To engage in vigorous physical exercise or training.
"They regularly walked, danced, ran and worked out at the gym."

(to) crush (to have) a feeling of romantic love for someone, especially someone

on someone | you do not know well.

(v., n. AE, “She had a crush on you, you know.”

informal) “I'd got over my schoolgirl crush.”

see into to discover the true nature of.

(smb. / smth.) | “But I also know that you can't see into the future.”

blemish (n.) a small mark or flaw which spoils the appearance of something.

(n. C/U), “The girl's hands were without a blemish.” (v.) to spoil the

to blemish (v.) | appearance or quality of (something). “This latest revelation has
seriously blemished the governor's reputation.”

to expose to make known, disclose, or reveal (intentions, secrets, etc.). “He has
been exposed as a liar and a traitor.” “He damaged his leg so badly
in the accident that the bone was exposed.” “Be sure your child
wears sunscreen whenever she’s exposed to the sun.”

superficial lacking in intellectual depth or thoroughness, only on the surface of
something. “This guy is a superficial yuppie with no intellect
whatsoever.”

in that because or to the extent that; inasmuch as

obsession a persistent preoccupation, idea, or feeling

to check (up) | to monitor what one is doing, especially when such attention is

on smb. / smth.

unwelcome or irritating to the one being monitored. “I constantly
check up on where my boyfriend is.”

on (the) alert

ready to notice and deal with a situation or problem. “Drivers must
be on the alert for traffic signals.”
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2. Fill in the blanks with the words and phrases from the box.

1. The ushering in of a democratic system of government in Malawi is a
milestone ... it has opened up people's minds.

2. Gambling became an ..., and he eventually lost everything.

3. Beauty is ..., but ugly goes down to the bone.

4. We want to ... the kids to as much art and culture as possible.

5. We have to ... on him before we consider his application.

6. She must steer clear of Matthew and then perhaps this ridiculous ... would
wear off.

7. Be ... for anyone acting suspiciously.

8. His ... blinded him to her ....

9. I'try and ... at the local gym once a week.

10. It is unwise to ... yourself by trying to do something that is too difficult for
you.

11. Have you ever had ... your best friend's sweetie?

12. He had never believed that a woman could ... a man's heart so tenderly, so
understandingly.

13. Every piece is closely scrutinised, and if there is the slightest ... on it, it is
rejected.

3. Paraphrase the sentences using the words and phrases from the box.

1. The book shows a somewhat perfunctory understanding of the historical
context.

2. He did not want fo reveal his fears and insecurity to anyone.

3. She'd promised to phone Julie that night to let her know she'd arrived safely
and inspect her sister

4. Museums and galleries have been placed on guard after a police warning of
a specific threat from criminals planning to steal precious objects.

5. No one expected their fascination with each other to last.

6. They're trying to develop a peace formula acceptable to both sides in the
dispute.

7. The current preoccupation with exam results is actually harming children's
education.

8. It is awkward to call the paediatrician every time the baby has a new spof on
her cheek.

9. It was as if those grey eyes could perceive the very depths of her soul.

4. Translate the following sentences:

1. OxoTa crana ero HacTOsIIIEN CTPACTHIO.

2. XKurenu nepeBHU y MOTHOXKUS BYJIKaHA ObLIM BBIHYK/ICHBI TIOCTOSTHHO OBITh
HA4YEKY U3-3a PUCKA U3BEPKEHHUS.

3. JIHEeBHOI1 CBET MPOSIBUII BCE HEJOCTATKHU Ha €€ JIUIIE.

9



4. YBIEYEHHOCTh OYEHb JIETKO MPHUHSITH 3a JIIOOOBb, HO 3TO MOBEPXHOCTHOE
YyBCTBO CKOPO MPOXOJIUT.

5. Bce B oduce 3namu, yro Mapusi BTIOpUJIach B HOBOI'O HadaJbHUKA, HO
MPEeKpacHO MOHUMAJH, YTO €€ IJIaH COOJIA3HUTh €T0 HEe cpaboTaeT.

6. besymHasi cTpacTh BCIBIXMBA€T MTHOBEHHO M 3aCTaBISIET OOOMX JIeNaTh
MAacCy BOCXUTUTEIIBLHBIX TJIYTIOCTEH.

7. 5l naxxe He XOUuy BHUKATh B JIETalld Balllel CCOPBI, YTOOBI HE MOPTUTH ceOe
HEPBBI.

8. Ha mepBbIif 1 OYEHBb MOBEPXHOCTHBIN B3IV €ro KU3Hb ObLIa CKy4YHa U
pa3MepeHHa.

9. Martb nonHsIach B AETCKYIO MPOBEPUTH AETEH MEPE] CHOM U MOYUTATh UM
CKa3Ky.

5. Read the text, explain or paraphrase the underlined words and word
combinations.

True Love vs. Infatuation
By Restorations Therapy Center

There is a very big difference between infatuation and being in love.
Infatuation is when you first see someone that you are attracted to and immediately
feel there is a connection based on that whereas love is knowing the good and bad of
someone and still loving them' all the same. By knowing the difference between
being infatuated with someone and loving them, you will know if you are with the
right person.

Infatuation is a Fast Fantasy

Being infatuated with someone requires no thinking. You do not know
anything about the person that you are attracted to. This is a very quick attraction that
feels like it hits you over the head. As soon as you see this person, you are already
fantasizing about your future together without knowing anything about them. You
already believe that things are going to work out for the both of you based on
appearances only. Infatuation is automatically filling in the blanks for that person and
hoping that things will work out_the way you want.

Love is a Reality That Takes Time

Being infatuated is an instant crush on someone that you see for the first time.
Love, on the other hand, can take more time to get to that stage. Everyone is different
in how long it takes to fall in love. Love requires meeting someone for the first time
and not knowing what to expect. It may take a few dates to realize that you are in
love. Love is seeing into the person’s humanity like where their strengths and
weaknesses lie. You love them on a good day and you like them on a bad day.
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Infatuation is Expecting Perfection

When you first look at your love interest, you already believe they are perfect
without knowing them. You think that because they look attractive, it means their
personality will be the same way. In our minds, they must always look beautiful, be
strong, agreeable, courageous, and exhibit no blemishes. In reality, people have a lot
of sides and you cannot choose which ones you would prefer to make an appearance.
If we see any imperfections in our partner, it will destroy the illusion we placed on
our partners that made us happy. The reality of a true partner is seeing all of their
imperfections and loving them anyway.

Love is Being Real

Love is all about being comfortable in revealing your true self. We feel
comfortable in exposing memories that may be embarrassing or hard to talk about.
We also reveal our true selves in the way we look. Our partner has seen how we look
without makeup or with our bed hair when we wake up. It is the same as we get older
as we are not going to look the same as when we met our significant other. We will
either lose our hair or it will go grey, we will gain weight, get wrinkles, loose joints,
etc. If someone really loved you, they would not care how you look because they love
you too amuch. You will always be beautiful to that person.

Infatuation Makes Us Want Self Perfection

While infatuation makes us only see the good in our partner, it also means
giving our partners a perfect image of ourselves. We want the illusion that we created
to stick. This can mean only telling our partners the good thing about our day or
going to extremes to look perfect all the time like wearing too much makeup to hide
blemishes or even plastic surgery. We are giving our partners a superficial self in fear
that they will leave us and our illusion will be shattered. The love you two have for
each other will mean more than any flaws you exhibit. Love means that your partner
knows that you are not perfect and can accept that.

Love is Timeless

Love means that what you feel for each other will never go away no matter
where you are. Your partner may have to go on a business trip that can take months,
but breaking up is not an option for you guys. Love does not have an expiration date
in that you both want forever with each other. Infatuation, on the other hand, is just a
fleeting moment. You may feel intensely about that person, but you cannot imagine
being with that person for the rest of your life.

Infatuation is Obsession

People who are infatuated may think that they are in love with their love
interest because of how much they care for them. You may feel like you need to call
that person to check up on them or even follow them. They could be out with their
friends, but you make your partner feel guilty for not being with you. This can be
very tiring for you to be on constant alert with your partner and not trusting them.
This type of “love” is really an obsession. Love means being willing to let that person
go to have time alone. Love also means that you are calmer and can feel the love you
have for that person uplift you since you feel secure in your relationship. Being in
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love is having the confidence to know that the person you see when you wake up in
the morning is the one that you want to be with for the rest of your life.

Notes

" Them (as well as their, theirs) is gender-neutral singular pronoun. It is used to
avoid the exclusive 4is and the clumsy his/her and to "sidestep any presumption
about the sex of the person referred to", as in:

"You should ask your partner what they think."

"The person 1 was with said they hated the film."

They in this context was named Word of the Year for 2015 by the American
Dialect Society, and for 2019 by Merriam-Webster.

6. Answer the questions.

. Is it important to know the difference between love and infatuation? Why?

. Prove that infatuation requires no thinking.

. Does it take long to realize that you are in love?

. What do we think about people we are infatuated with?

. What happens if we see imperfections in our partner?

. What should you be comfortable with if you are in love?

. Why do infatuated people go to extremes to look perfect all the time?

. Does love have an expiration date? Can it be extinguished by a long absence
of your significant other?

. What signs show that infatuation is close to obsession?
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7. Translate into English using the words and word combinations from the
text.

1. Anmro3ust €€ cyacTiaumBOW CEMENMHOM JKW3HM OKa3ajach pa3pylleHa OJHUM
HEOCTOPOKHBIM MTOCTYIKOM.

2. He BnagaiiTe B KpailHOCTH, I'pSI3HbIE HOCKM HAa KYXOHHOM CTOJIE €IIE HE
MOBOJ, I pa3pbiBa OTHOUIEHU.

3. HoueBaTh B JeCy MOJA OTKPBITBIM HEOOM 3TO HE BapHUaHT, JaBaiiTe
nonpoOyeM Bce K€ OTHICKATh JI0POTY B IEPEBHIO.

4. Ilpeanonarainock, YTO BCE NIPUAYT HA BEUEPUHKY C BTOPBIMH IOJIOBUHKAMM,
HO OOBEKT €€ JIIOOBU TaK U HE TOSIBUIICS.

5. BaM He KaxeTcs, 4YTO CEroJHsd Ha MOJOJEKb BO3JIATAIOTCS CIUIIKOM
OoJbIIMe OXKUAAHUS?

6. bONBIIMHCTBO  300MapKOB  CTAPAOTCA  IOKa3blBaThb  KUBOTHBIX B
€CTECTBEHHOM cpe/ie oOUTaHus.

7. HU4TO Tak HE BO3BBILIAET AYLIY, KAK MYy3bIKa.

8. Ilpexe ueM KynuTh TOBap, HE 3a0bIBA MMPOBEPSITH €TI0 CPOK T'OJHOCTH.
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TEXT B
1. Read the text and prepare a set of questions to discuss it in class.

What Is Love?

It is impossible to discuss ways to recapture love or ensure the growth of love
without first speaking about the nature of love. Exactly what is love? Although great
writers throughout history have failed to agree on a definition of this elusive emotion,
we find it necessary to add to the discussion. This is because so many married people
have truly unrealistic expectations, not only of marriage, but of what actually
constitutes love.

Perhaps it is easier to say what love is not. Love is not infatuation or passion. It
is not what makes the heart beat faster. Infatuation is a wild, ecstatic feeling of having
‘fallen in love’. Although the feeling may be wonderful, it is not based on reality. The
object of an infatuation is idealized or overvalued. Faults are denied or literally not
seen. Thus the saying, ‘Love is blind’. Infatuation is never permanent! Because the
feelings are so intense, they can’t be sustained.

Love is also not lust. Lust is pure sexual desire, and this is obviously self-
directed. Lust can function separately without infatuation or love. But when lust is
mixed with infatuation or love, as it often is, there is a synergistic effect. This means
one effect enhances the others, making it difficult to distinguish one from the other.

Because love usually starts with infatuation and lust, many marriages fall apart
because people confuse the inevitable setting-in process — the shift from infatuation —
with a lessening of love. Love is not a feeling. Feelings are never constant. They
come and go. If you overemphasize the feeling of infatuation, when you ‘fall out of
love’ you may think that your marriage is over!

But that doesn’t mean you just settle for ‘companionship’. True love offers
much more. You can keep the spark of intense love alive. The first step is
differentiating the spark from the flames. When you first light charcoal in grill, there
is a great burst of flame. That’s the infatuation. But you can’t cook on it. It’s not until
the flames are gone and you have a bed of white-hot coals that you can do any
cooking.

True love is more an active process than an emotion. You do not ‘fall into’ true
love. Both you and your spouse create it, because it has to be reciprocal. Neither
infatuation nor lust has to be reciprocal. Love is characterized by a deep commitment
not only to each other, but to the relationship itself. It is based on mutual purposes
and shared goals. It is this emotional commitment itself. Love is a decision!

Love should not be thought of as a permanent concrete solid that is either
visibly there or not. It is more like a gas, coming and going in varying strength,
maybe visible, may be not. During the course of a long marriage couples will
experience many cycles — good times, bad times, times of closeness, times of
distance. Unless you realize that this is normal, you may mistake a time of distance as
the end of love.
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Maybe one advantage of marriage is that when you fall out of love, it keeps
you together until you perhaps fall in again!

At least those of us whose marriage have lasted many years know that time is
on our side.

2. Find in the text words which are close in meaning to the following:

To guarantee, difficult to catch, to compose, to attribute too much value, in the
real sense of the word, to support, to increase, a change from something to something
else, decrease, to put to much emphasis, a husband or a wife, mutual, physical body.

Make your sentences with the words.

3. Paraphrase the following using words and syntactic constructions from
the text.

1. We haven’t yet managed to come to one decision upon this matter.

. He thought it would be absolutely important to inform his wife about this.

. I’m afraid you want too much from this marriage.

. The teacher explained the pupils what water is made of.

. Your accusations are not grounded on facts!

. Young people tend not to notice any defects in their mates.

. When a marriage is not based on respect, as it often happens, it usually is

NN bW

ruined.

8. You should work more if you want to strengthen your reputation.

9. These two feelings have so much in common that it is not easy to
differentiate them.

10. Many people in reality mix up wealth and money.

11. Many women refuse to be content with staying at home.

12. You cannot sit on the bench until the paint dries.

13. One shouldn’t regard marriage as a means to improve one’s fortune.

14. You may take a hard time in for the end in the relationship.

15. It this difficult matter time works for us.

4. Complete the following sentences with the information you have learned
from TEXT A and TEXT B.

— Infatuation is when you ...

— Being infatuated with someone requires ...
— Being infatuated you already believe that ...
— People who are infatuated may think that ...
— Infatuation makes us only ...

— Everyone is different in how long ...

— Love is all about ...

— If someone really loved you, they ...
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— Love means that what you feel ...

— Love does not have ...

— Love means being willing ...

— Great writers throughout history ...

— Loveisnot ...

— Because love usually starts with ...

—  True love is more ...

— Love is characterized by ...

— Love should not be thought of ...

— During the course of a long marriage couples ...
— Maybe one advantage of marriage is ...

IDEAS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
1. Divide the class in two groups. One group should prepare a talk on love, the
other one on infatuation. Point out their distinctive features, symptoms, possible
problems etc.

2. Make and act out a dialogue on the following situations using the vocabulary
of the lesson, think of more situations dealing with love and infatuation.

a) A young girl has lost her sleep and appetite out of love for a young man she
met only once and knows nothing about. Her friends try to cheer her up.

b) A young man tells his parents that he is going to marry a girl he met two
days ago. His parents are shocked and try to explain that this is not love but
infatuation.

c) A girl is obsessed with a famous actor; she doesn’t want to date anyone. Her
friends try to bring her back to reality.

d) A young married couple are going to divorce because they think love is
over. Long-married parents try to talk them out of it giving their reasons.

3. Render the text in English using the topical vocabulary. Get ready to discuss it.

B JIOBYHIKE CTPACTH

Beponuxa  Hypkosa, O00kmop  ncuxoio2udeckux Hayk, npogheccop
Gaxynomema ncuxonocuu MI'Y um M. B. Jlomonocosa.

Kto u3 Hac He mMeuTas 0 Toii 0e3yMHO# CTpacTH, KOTOpas CMeTaeT Bce
nperpajbl HA CBOEM IYTH W TOPKeCTBYeT HajJ caMoil cMepThio! KT0 He phiaan
HA/l POKOBBIMH pOMaHAaMHU U (puiIbMaMH, NpUMepUBas Ha ce0s1 PoJib IVIABHOM
repounu?! Co CTOpPOHBI CTPACTh BBIIVISAUT KpacuBo HW BAOXHOBeHHO. Ho
TPYJAHO ONHMCATH CJI0BAMH 0OeCIOMONIIHOCTb M Y’KAC 4YeJ0BEKa, KOTOPBI Imo-
HACTOSILLIEMY NONAJI B ee JIOBYLIKY.
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To, 4To mucaTenu Ha3bIBAIOT CTPACTHIO, NICUXOJIOTH OKPECTHIIU «IHOOOBHBIM
MOMEIIATENILCTBOMY» WIIH, €Ille MPOoIle, «3aBUCUMOCTbIO», KOTOpas TpeOyeT Takoro
e 0e30TiaraTesIbHOTO JeUEHHUsI, KaK aJKOTOJIU3M UM HAapKOMaHMUs.

JltoboBHAst CTpacTh OTIMYAETCS OT CTPACTHOM JIOOBH TeM, YTO MepBas
pa3pyliaeT JIMYHOCTh 4YEJIOBEKa, B TO BpeMs KakK BTOpas JeJIaeT IIOJHEE U
pazHooOpasHee. JlaBaiiTe pacCMOTpUM MpPU3HAKKA CTPACTU U TMOMBITAEMCS TOHSTH,
II0YEMY MBI BCE, 3a MajblM HMCKIIOUECHHEM, HACTOJIBKO JIETKO €U MOAJaeMcs U Kak
HaM C Hel CIIpaBUTHCS.

Cumnrom 1. CyxxeHne 1moJist 3peHust

CtpacTh Kak JIyd MPOKEKTOpa BBIXBATHIBAET 00pa3 BO3JIIOOJIEHHOTO, 3aTEMHSS
BCE, YTO HE CBSI3aHO ¢ HUM. OXBAaYEHHOMY CTPAaCThIO YEJIOBEKY Ka)KE€TCs, 4TO €ro
n30paHHUK yMHee, oOasTellbHEe M KpacHBee BceX OKpyxaroumx. Jlaxke mopoku
JOOMMOTO BBI3bIBAIOT KAKOE-TO HEOOBbSICHUMOE BOCXUIIICHHE.

JloBymka. CtpacTb — 3T0 c1ab0CTh CUIBHOTO U cuia cinabdoro. [loa BiusiHuEM
CTpacTd Mbl HUCIBITHIBAEM MPWIMB CHUJI M TOTOBbI OYKBAJIbHO TOpPbI CBEPHYTb.
HcTOYHUK Takoro sHTy3Ma3Ma OIIMOOYHO TNPHUIUCHIBAETCS OOBEKTY CTPACTH, a HE
OOBIYHOM peaklMy OpraHru3Ma Ha SMOLMOHAIBHBIN cTpecc. B pesyibTaTe TOT, K KOMY
Mbl HUCTIBITHIBAEM CTPACTHOE BJICUEHME, CTAHOBUTCS elie 0ojiee MPHUBJIEKATEIbHBIM.
BntoOnenHplii monajgaeT B 3aMKHYTHIM Kpyr. TOJBKO HAxXoIsACh PSAIOM CO CBOUM
MPEIMETOM, OH MCHBITHIBAET AYIIEBHBIN MOABEM U MHTEPEC K KU3HHU, a KOrJa €ro
HET PsIIOM, BCE CTAHOBUTCS CEPHIM U JIMIIEHHBIM BCAKOTO CMBICTA.

CpaBHuTte. 3710pOBOI BIIOOJEHHOCTH CBONCTBEHHO CTPEMJICHHUE BBECTU
JO0MMOTO B MHUpP CBOMX HHTEPECOB, PACKPBITbCS HaBCTpeuy emy. BioOieHHBbIH
XOYET pa3/ieNuTh TO, YTO y HEro €CTh, U 3a4EPIIHYTh ONBIT U MEPEKUBAHUS APYTOTrO
yenoBeka. JIto00Bb Bcerga pacmupsieT kpyro3op. I[Ipudem mpoucxoIuT 3TO JIETKO,
Tak Kak cdepa 3aHATHI BO3IIO0JIEHHOTO OCBEIIAETCS CBETOM €ro JHUYHOU
MPUTSITaTEIbHOCTH.

Boixoa. Bam HyxHBI crieniuaibHbIe IICUXOJIOTHYECKUE «OUKH», KOTOPbIE OyIyT
MelaTh BaM cPOKYyCHpOBaThCA Ha OOBEKTE CTPACTH. 3acTaBbTe ceOs MOIMEYaTh YTO-
TO HEOOBIYHOE M UHTEPECHOE B TOM, UTO BOKPYT Bac.

Cumnrom 2. KitloueBoe nepexuBaHue

Berpewa ¢ BO3/MI00JIGHHBIM CTAHOBUTCS TJIaBHBIM, BEPIIMHHBIM COOBITHEM
*u3HU. Bce octanbHOe OiekHET U yTpauuBaeT cMbici. CTpacTh 3acTaBiisieT 3a0bITh
MPOLLIOE U HAYATh KUTh TOJIBKO CETOAHSAIIHUM JHEM, KOTOPbI B OCHOBHOM 3aBUCHUT
OT PacHoJIOXKEHMsI Balllero n30paHHUKa.

JloBymka. Kak nHorna xouercs 3a0bITh BCE M HA4aTh KU3Hb C YUCTOIO JIUCTA !
OpHako pa3pylIMTENbHO, KOrjaa IMpouuioe U Oyayiiee 0O0ECHeHHBAIOTCS 110
CpaBHEHHIO C HacTtosmuM. Hacrosiiee — 3TO TOJBKO «MHUTI MEXKIY MPOLUIBIM H
OyaylIMM», a )KU3Hb HE CBOJIUTCA K 3TOMY MUTY.

CpaBuute. J[1000Bb 03apsieT CBOMM CBETOM M MPOILIOE, U Oyayliee, IOMOraeT
UM 3aurpatb HOBBIMM Kpackamu. bynymiee mnpu Bcrpede ¢ JIOOMMBIM
BOCIIPMHUMAETCS] HHAYE, YEM BBITJISAIEI0, KOT/1a OH HE ObLIT YaCThIO KU3HH.
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Boixon. Bam HeoOXxoaumo BCIOMHHUTH BCE CaMo€ IIEHHOE, HHTEPECHOE,
Ba)XHOE, UTO ObUIO B Ballle¥ U3HH JO HEro, U pa3 U HaBCEr/a MepecTaTb MOBTOPATH,
4TO «J0 HEro HUYero xopomiero He Obuto». I[locTapaiiTech BHU3yanM3UpPOBATH,
YBUJETh BHYTPEHHHUM B30pPOM Ty YacTh Oyayliero, KoTropas HE CBsi3aHa C HUM
(pabora, posiHbIe, IPY3bs).

Kak He cTaThb kepTBOii

Crtpacts — sBiaeHue obGotogooctpoe. W ciywaercs, 4yTo Bbl CTaHOBHUTECH
00BEKTOM 4YbeH-TO CTpacTH. MoXKeT ObITh, caMH cJelaB HEOOIyMaHHBIM Iar
HABCTPEUY YEJOBEKY, KOTOPBHIM HE MOAXOAUT BaM B KadyecTBe MmaprHepa. B sTtom
cily4yae HE NYyCKaWTe JI€J0 Ha CaMOTEK, CIEAYMTE IMPAaBWIAM IICUXOJOTHYECKON
CaMO3aILUTBHI.

* He npoBouupoBaTh. Hac ¢ mercrBa yuuiu, 4To >KCHIIMHA JOJDKHA OBITH
MATKOM M BocmuTaHHOW. [loaTOMy Ham OBIBa€T MPOCTO CTHIIHO CKa3aTh «HET»
TBEpJI0 M oOJHO3Ha4yHO. [lopoit ciemxyeT roBOpUTH HPsSMO, YTOOBI HE CO3/1aBaTh
JIOYKHBIX HAJICK] ¥ HE POBOLUPOBATH HABSI3UMBBIX YXa)KUBAHUM YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPBIN
BaM HE HPABUTCH.

* He ucnbITBIBATHL YYBCTBA BHMHBI. UTO OBl HU CIY4YHJIOCH C TE€M, KOTO
yropasauiao 0e30TBETHO BJIIOOMTHCS B Bac, Ballleil BUHBI B 3TOM HeT. He mo3Bouisiite
ce0s1 maHTaxupoBaTh. CTOUT OJWH pa3 J1aTh CJIa0WHY, U BBl HAJ0JITO OKa)XXETeCh Ha
KPIOUKE CBOETO «000XKATEISI.

* He 0osiTbcsi 00paTUTBHCHA 32 MOMOUIbIO. UENIOBEK, OJEPKUMBINA CTPACTHIO,
WHOT/Ia CTAHOBUTCS IMO-HACTOSIIIIEMY OMACHBIM. Y HAc J0 CUX MOp OBITYyeT MHEHHE,
YTO JIFOOOBHBIE OTHOIICHHS — JEJIO CYry0o JIMYHOE W pa3OupathCcsi B HUX HAJO
CaMOCTOATENBbHO. Mexy TeM, €ClIu IPECHEIOBaHUE CTAHOBUTCS HA30WIIMBBIM M
HAaYyWHAET BKJIIOYATh B c€0s yIpo3bl, HAJ0 00paniaThes K CICIHAIUCTaM.

(M3 ocypnana «Kpecmvsankay, 8 cokpaujeHuu)

LITERATURE CORNER
The Highest of Human Values...
By W. S. Maugham

There are philosophers who, thinking that it (love) embraced every other, have
accepted it as the highest of human values... Goodness in comparison is a trifle dull.
But love has two meanings, love pure and simple, sexual love, namely; and loving-
kindness. I do not think that even Plato distinguished them with exactness. He seems
to me to ascribe the exultation, the sense of power, the feeling of heightened vitality
which accompany sexual love to that other love which he calls the heavenly love and
which I should prefer to call loving-kindness; and by doing so infects it with the
ineradicable vice of earthly love. For love passes. Love dies. The great tragedy of life
is not that men perish, but that they cease to love. Not the least of the evils of life, and
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one for which there is small help, is that someone whom you love no longer loves
you; when La Rochefoucauld' discovered that between two lovers there is one who
loves and one who lets himself be loved he put in an epigram the discord that must
ever prevent men from achieving in love perfect happiness. However, much people
may resent the fact and however angrily deny it, there can surely be no doubt that
love depends on certain secretions of the sexual glands. In the immense majority
these do not continue indefinitely to be excited by the same object and with
advancing years they atrophy. People are very hypocritical in this matter and will not
face the truth. They so deceive themselves that they can accept it with complacency
when their love dwindles into what they describe as a solid and enduring affection.
As 1if affection had anything to do with love! Affection is created by habit,
community of interests, convenience and the desire of companionship. It is a comfort
rather than an exhilaration. We are creatures of change, change is the atmosphere we
breathe, and is it likely that the strongest but one of all our instincts should be free
from the law? We are not the same persons this year as last; nor are those we love. It
is a happy chance if we, changing, continue to love a changed person. Mostly,
different ourselves, we make a desperate, pathetic effort to love in a different person
the person we once loved. It is only because the power of love when it seizes us
seems so mighty that we persuade ourselves that it will last for ever. When it subsides
we are ashamed, and, duped, blame ourselves for our weakness, whereas we should
accept our change of heart as a natural effect of our humanity. The experience of
mankind has led them to regard love with mingled feelings. They have been
suspicious of it. They have as often cursed as praised it. The soul of man, struggling
to be free, has except for brief moments looked upon the self-surrender that it claims
as a fall from grace. The happiness it brings may be the greatest of which man is
capable, but it is seldom, seldom unalloyed. It writes a story that generally has a sad
ending. Many have resented its power and angrily prayed to be delivered from its
burden. They have hugged their chains, but knowing they were chains hated them
too. Love is not always blind and there are few things that cause greater wretchedness
than to love with all your heart someone who you know is unworthy of love.

But loving-kindness is not coloured with that transitoriness which is the
irremediable defect of love. It is true that it is not entirely devoid of the sexual
element. It is like dancing; one dances for the pleasure of the rhythmic movement,
and it is not necessary that one should wish to go to bed with one's partner; but it is a
pleasant exercise only if to do so would not be disgusting. In loving-kindness the
sexual instinct is sublimated, but it lends the emotion something of its own warm and
vitalizing energy. Loving-kindness is the better part of goodness. It lends grace to the
sterner qualities of which this consists and makes it a little less difficult to practice
those minor virtues of self-control and self-restraint, patience, discipline and
tolerance, which are the passive and not very exhilarating elements of goodness.
Goodness is the only value that seems in this world of appearances to have any claim
to be an end in itself. Virtue is its own reward. I am ashamed to have reached so
common-place a conclusion. With my instinct for effect I should have liked to end
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my book with some startling and paradoxical announcement or with a cynicism that
my readers would have recognized with a chuckle as characteristic. It seems I have
little more to say than can be read in any copybook or heard from any pulpit. I have
gone a long way round to discover what everyone knew already.

From The Summing Up, 77

Notes

Francois, Duc de La Rochefoucauld. 1613-80, French writer. His
best-known work is Réflexions ou sentences et maximes morales (1665), a collection
of epigrammatic and cynical observations on human nature.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. Find the English equivalents of the following words and word
combinations, use them in sentences.

IlenHocTH, a HWMEHHO, pa3jgu4aTh, MPHUIUACHIBATh,  COMPOBOXKIATh,
HEUCKOPCHUMBIH, TIPEKpaIaTh, pas3iaja, 0eCKOHEYHO, IPHHITH C CaMOJIOBOJIBCTBOM,
UMETh KaKoe-THOO OTHOIICHHE K Y.-JI., JKaJKO€ YCHIUE, OCBOOOJWUTH OT HOIIH,
kadeapa (IpoIroOBETHUKA).

2. Give the Russian equivalents of the following words and word
combinations. Translate into Russian the sentences in which they are used in the
text.

To embrace, a trifle, with exactness, loving-kindness, vice, perish, to resent the
fact, to face the truth, to dwindle into, mighty, self-surrender, devoid of, world of
appearances,

3. Answer the questions:

1. Is love regarded by philosophers as something of importance?

2. What meaning does S. Maugham single out in the word “love”?

3. What states and feelings did Plato ascribe to the so called “heavenly love”?
What is wrong with it in S. Maugham’s opinion?

4. What makes Maugham think that “we are creatures of change”?

5. What does the author call “the great tragedy of life”?

6. Why does Maugham think that perfect happiness cannot be achieved?

7. How do people react when love dwindles into “an enduring affection”?

8. How does S. Maugham define affection? Is “affection” synonymous with the
author’s “loving-kindness™?

9. Does S. Maugham believe in the eternity of love? Why or why not?

10. What do people feel when their love subsides?

11. What are those mingled feelings mankind regard love with?

12. What causes greatest wretchedness to people?
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13. Why does S. Maugham consider loving-kindness to be the better part of

goodness?
14. How does he define goodness?
15. What is considered by the author to be the only value?

4. Questions for discussion:
1. Do you accept love as the highest of human values? Explain why or why

not.
2. What do people call “goodness”? Why does the author call it “a trifle dull”?

3. Why do you think Plato mingles heavenly and earthly love?
4. Do you consider the end of love the greatest tragedy of life? Give your

reasoning.
5. Why do people often curse love?

5. Summarize the text in three paragraphs specifying the following
themes:

1. “Love” has two meanings;
2. We are creatures of change;
3. Goodness is the only value.
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UNIT 2

LOOKING FOR A PARTNER
WARM-UP

Discussion

e What are your criteria for a romantic partner?

e What are the most important qualities that you would look for in your
would-be husband/wife?

e What is your list of requirements for a serious life partner?

e What is your top requirement when entering a romantic relationship?

o What are your expectations of a partner?

e How can one know who is the perfect life partner for them?

LISTENING

Watch the video: https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=pq0UspaWS5AO0

What are the most important qualities to look for in a life partner?

Answer the questions.

1. What does the expression break it down mean?

a) take it easy

b) think it over

¢) let it go hang

2. What does the phrase date a candy bar mean?

a) have preference for a handsome partner

b) have a relationship with a happy, healthy, suitable person

¢) have a relationship with an unsuitable, unkind person

3. What does apples mean?

a) emotionally healthy people

b) unprepossessing men

¢) gorgeous-looking men

4. Sorority sisters means ...

a) submissive women,

b) companions in misfortune

¢) members of a club for women students

5. What is the meaning of the sentence It's so easy to get carried away with
what’s wonderful and fabulous about someone?

a) It’s so easy to become infatuated with someone whom you consider
fabulous.

b) It’s so easy to imagine a wonderful and fabulous person.

¢) It’s so easy to be involved with someone whom you consider fabulous.

6. In the last sentence, what word or expression means a weakness in
somebody’s character?

21



TEXT A

1. Study the following vocabulary. Give Russian equivalents for the
following words and word combinations.

to wind up doing smth.

(phrasal verb)

(informal) (of a person) to find yourself in a particular place
or situation

attraction [sg, U]

a feeling of liking somebody, especially sexually

to complement smb. /

smth.

to make a good combination with smb. or smth. else

to fit in with smb. /
smth.
(phrasal verb)

to live, work, etc. in an easy and natural way with
smb./smth.

to be inclined to do
smth.

1) tending to do something; likely to do smth.;
2) wanting to do smth.

to break free
(from smb./smth.)

(of a person or an object) to manage to get away from or
out of a position in which they have been caught

to bring smth.
to the table (idiom)

to provide or offer a useful skill or attribute

maturity [U]

the quality of behaving in a sensible way like an adult

to reflect on smth.

to think carefully about smth.

to sustain smth.

to make smth. continue for some time without becoming
less; syn. to maintain

room [U] for smth.

the possibility of smth. existing or happening; the
opportunity to do smth.

to tear smb. apart
(phrasal verb)

to make smb. feel very unhappy or worried

resilient (adj.)

able to recover quickly after smth. unpleasant such as
shock, injury, etc.

deception [C/U]

the act of deliberately making someone believe something
that is not true

to challenge smb./
smth.

to question whether a statement or an action is right, legal,
etc.; to refuse to accept smth.

sensitive

able to understand other people’s feelings and problems

to merge with

to combine, or to join things together to form one thing

to go south

(informal) to become very bad although it was once very
good

to subdue smb./smth.

to bring smb./smth. under control

to hear smb. out
(phrasal verb)

to listen until smb. has finished saying what they want to
say
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compassion [U] for a strong feeling of sympathy for people or animals who are

smb. suffering and a desire to help them

to strive to do smth./ to try very hard to achieve something

for smth.

to give of smth. if you give of yourself, your time, your money etc., you do
(phrasal verb) things for other people without expecting anything in return

to make (smb./smth.) | to characterize something in a certain way, often one that is

out to be

smth. (idiom) | not accurate; to portray smth. as smth. else

2. Fill in the blanks with the words and phrases from the box.

to wind up to fit in to work out to sustain resilient

attraction inclined maturity room deception

to complement to break free to reflect on to tear apart to bring smth.
to the table
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

the other

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

She was ... to trust him.

The ... between them was almost immediate.

Try as you might, you can never ... from your past.
Let’s hope this new job ... well for him.

He’ll get over it — young people are amazingly ... .
He has ... beyond his years.

I’1l ... hurting you.

He had to be certain. There could be no ... for doubt.
I wasn’t sure if she would ... with my friends.
Seeing the children suffer really ... me ...

Physical intimacy promises to seal and secure the relationship, but this is a

He had time to ... his successes and failures.

He seems to find it difficult to ... relationships with women.

I ... wishing I’d never come.

What they will ... is risk.

She felt an immediate ... for him.

John and Bob ... each other well.

He’s never done this type of work before; I'm not sure how he’ll ... with
people.

There’s some ... for improvement in your work.

She has shown great ... in her behaviour this term.

It’s all about wanting to ... from the boredom and frustration of daily life.

She’s a ... girl — she won’t be unhappy for long.

It proved particularly difficult to ... the interest of the older children.

My first job didn’t ....

It provides one with a chance to ... spiritual matters in solitude.
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26.

affairs.

217.
28.
29.
30.

She was stunned by the lies and ... her husband had used to hide his

We’re ... to agree.

We all have something unique to ....

The music ... her voice perfectly.

It ... me ... to think I might have hurt her feelings.

3. Match the words from column 1 with their synonyms from column 2.

1. compassion a) benevolence
2. sensitive b) to absorb

3. to challenge c) to devote

4. to give of d) to grow worse
5. to go south e) to listen to

6. to hear out f) to object

7. to merge g) to restrain

8. to strive h) to tackle

9. to subdue 1) understanding

4. Translate the following sentences using verbs and phrasal verbs from
the topical vocabulary.

1. 51 Bcerma roBOpuIL, YTO OH OKad#cemcs 3a PEIETKOM.
. OH He snucancs B KONIEKTUB.
. Tol qoimkeH oceob00umuvcsi om BIaCTH, KOTOPYIO OHA UMEET HaJ TOOOH.

. CmepTh ee mo0uMoi cobaku npuyunuia eti 60b.

2
3
4. JI>)XxeHeT 0o60ymana KPUTUKY HaYaJIbHUKA M UCIIPaBUjIa HEJOUYEThI B padoTe.
5
6

. He Ooiics cesa3amb CcBOIO XKH3Hb C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPBIA JeiaeT TeOs

CYaCTIIMBOM.

7. OH HacTauBaJl HA TOM, YTOOBI €T0 8bICIYUUANU OO KOHYA.

8. MbI Bce AOMKHBI cmpemMumbcs K TIOUCKY PEIICHUs HAIllMX IpoOieM.

9. OH 6e3603me30H0 mpamui CBOE CBOOOTHOE BpeMsI, YUTOOBI TIOMOYb KITyOY.

10. Eit ynanock noddepoicusames UHTEPEC CIyIIATENEH 10 KOHIIA CBOSH peyH.

11. Eit He HpaBUTCS, KOT1a KTO-THMOO coMHe8aemcs B €€ aBTOPUTETE.

12. JIxynust nodaéuna OPHIB MOMJIAIUTh €r0 10 TOJIOBE.

13. Bxkycsl 651101 peKpacHO donoiHAom Ipyr Apyra.

14. 'V Tebs He nonyuumcsa gvleniadems MOJIOXKE, YEM Thl €CTh HA CAMOM JIEJI€.

5. Look at the title, the first and the last paragraph of the article and
discuss live for the following:

1. What is the article about?
2. What do you expect to read?

3. What do you think of the eight key qualities? Would you like to add or
change anything?

6. Scan the text and check if your guesses were correct.
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What Are you Looking for in a Relationship Partner?

The question “what are you looking for in a relationship partner?” may seem
like an easy one to answer. Common attributes that come to mind include
intelligence, kindness, sense of humour, attractiveness, or reliability. No matter what
we think we’re looking for in a partner, the people we wind up choosing don’t
necessarily match our criteria for an ideal companion. The reason for this is very
simple; we don’t always want what we say we want.

The laws of attraction aren’t always fair. We may think we are looking for a
partner who complements us only in positive ways, but on an unconscious level, we
are frequently drawn to people who complement us in negative ways as well. What
this means is that we tend to pick partners who fit in with our existing emotional
baggage. We are inclined to replay events and dynamics that hurt us in the past in our
adult relationships. We choose partners who fit in with destructive patterns, not
because we enjoy them, but because they’re familiar.

When choosing a life partner, it’s important to break free from harmful
tendencies from our past. Consider the people you’ve previously chosen to be with
and think about why it didn’t work out. Were they too controlling? Passive? Jealous?
Elusive? Did they make you feel a way you felt in your past? Did the situation mirror
a dynamic from your childhood?

While we can’t know for certain all the good and bad characteristics our
partner will bring to the table when we first meet them, there are certain universal
traits you might want to look for in a relationship partner that will ensure a happier
outcome. No person is perfect, of course, but here are eight key qualities to look for
in a partner:

1. Emotional Maturity. Every person comes equipped with flaws and
emotional baggage. Seeking perfection is an idle search. Instead, what you should
look for in a partner is emotional maturity. This means someone who is willing to
think and learn about themselves, who is open to reflecting on the past and evolving
in the present. This certain someone should be non-reactive, in the sense that they
think before they act. They don’t let their instant emotions rule their actions. They are
independent and self-assured, which means they aren’t looking to you to fix or
complete them.

2. Openness. Along with emotional maturity, one of the things to look for in a
partner is an openness to feedback. Not only should your partner be interested in
changing his or her own self-limiting behaviours, but he or she should be open to
hearing what you have to say. Open and honest communication is vital to sustaining a
close relationship. When a person puts up a wall that says, “I am unwilling to listen
and unwilling to change,” there is really little room for growth on both your parts.
When a couple is willing to openly communicate about themselves and their feelings
and reactions to each other, they avoid building a case and creating tensions that later
tear them apart. By being resilient and hearing each other out, they construct a solid
foundation for a workable relationship that is sure to evolve over time.
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3. Honesty. While deception is generally frowned upon, lying is sadly common
in many relationships. Some couples believe they need lies to survive, yet research
shows that lying less is linked to better relationships. Being able to trust is so
important when choosing a life partner. Look for someone whose actions meet their
words and someone who is open about how they feel. It’s better to be with someone
who will tell you what’s on their mind, even revealing that they’re attracted to
someone else, than to make those topics taboo or off limits, which can create an air of
secrecy. Even when the truth is hard to take, it’s in your best interest to really know
your partner. Someone who hides aspects of themselves can leave you feeling
insecure and mistrusting.

4. Respect and Sensitivity. One of the most valuable qualities to look for in a
partner is respect. When you find someone who encourages you to be yourself, you
can feel secure in your relationship, yet independent within yourself. It’s easy to feel
loved when someone encourages you to do what lights you up and makes you happy.
This same person may be willing to challenge you when you’re engaging in
self-destructive attitudes and behaviours. This attuned way of relating is both
sensitive and respectful of who you are as an individual, separate from your partner.
When someone appreciates you and takes an interest in the things you are passionate
about, you can really share life with this person, while continuing to pursue your
unique interests.

5. Independence. People often make the mistake of thinking that a relationship
is a way for two people to become one. Attempting to merge your identity with
someone else is not only bad for you, but bad for the relationship. When couples fall
into routine and forego their independent attraction to each other, things tend to go
south. Real relating is replaced with an illusion of connection or “fantasy bond”. This
sense of fusion subdues the passion in a relationship. By maintaining your
individuality: enjoying separate interests along with interests you share with your
partner, keeping your outside friendships and always trying new things, you keep
romance and attraction alive.

6. Empathy. In addition to being a good communicator, you should look for a
partner who is empathetic. It’s fortunate to find someone who is willing to hear out
and relate to your struggles. When you have a partner who aims to understand and
feel for what you experience, you are able to be more vulnerable and reveal more
aspects of yourself. Compassion is one of the most important human traits, and you
should strive to find a partner who can easily feel for other people.

7. Physical Affection. One of the symptoms of a “fantasy bond” involves a
lack of affection and sexuality between a couple. Physical affection is an important
part of life. It is a way people stay connected and close to those they love. Keeping
your relationship vital and intimate is part of making love last. It’s important to
choose a partner who accepts love and affection, who is also giving of love, affection
and acknowledgment. Your sexuality is a part of you that shouldn’t fade with time.
Keeping your feelings alive means expressing them verbally and physically.
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8. Fun. Sense of humor is as important as it’s made out to be. Laughter is the
best medicine when it comes to most things, but especially relationships. Someone
who is happy to just hang out, have fun and laugh with you is someone worth sticking
with. Being easy-going and willing to laugh at yourself are highly beneficial
characteristics to look for in a partner. A person, who is light-hearted, can be well
worth getting serious with.

When we consider the many things to look for in a partner, each of us will have
a different idea of what’s important. We may be drawn to more specific traits like
creativity or work ethic, green thumbs or blue eyes. Yet, choosing people who strive
to live by the qualities listed above will help ensure our best chance at happiness in
our relationship.

(Psychalive.org)

7. Decide if the sentences are True (T) or False (F). Specify your answer
using information from the text.

1. The second paragraph of the article gives evidence of our unconscious
desire to choose a partner who complements us only in positive ways.

2. Emotional maturity means not letting your emotions rule your actions.

3. To sustain workable relationships people should hide their negative feelings
and reactions to each other.

4. If you love a person, you appreciate the same things and never pursue your
unique interests.

5. An empathetic partner is a vulnerable person.

6. The article suggests that taking into consideration all the eight key qualities
people have a chance to be happy in their relationships.

8. Answer the questions.

1. What does the expression existing emotional baggage mean?
a. negative emotions
b. positive emotions
c. patterns that determine our choice of a partner
2. What does the phrase this certain someone should be non-reactive mean?
a. They don't react to your mood changes
b. They think before they act
c. They should be reserved
3. What does identity mean?
a. beliefs and ideas
b. personality
c. qualities and attitudes that a person has
4. bond means ...
a. tie c. sense
b. illusion  d. relationship
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5. What is the meaning of the sentence 4 person who is light-hearted can be
well worth getting serious with?
a. It’s easy to deal with cheerful people.
b. You should seriously think before building a relationship with a light-
hearted person.
c. Light-heartedness is one of highly beneficial characteristics to look for in
a partner.

9. Complete the following with the ideas from the text, add what you think
important.

1. Common attributes that come to mind when thinking of an ideal partner
include ...

2. The people we wind up choosing don’t ...

3. We can be drawn on an unconscious level to people who ...

4. We tend to pick partners who ...

5. When choosing a life partner, it’s important ...

6. Your former relationships may not have worked out because ...

7. The universal traits you might want to look for in a relationship partner
include ...

8. Emotional maturity means ...

9. A couple who is willing to openly communicate avoids ...

10. It’s better to be with someone who ...

12. It’s easy to feel loved when ...

13. Real relating can be replaced with ... if ...

14. An important part of making love last is ...

15. The best medicine when it comes to most things is ...

IDEAS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

1. Make a list of qualities you think are important to look for in a partner. Rank
them in order of importance, then compare your list to your partner's.

2. Make and act out a dialogue of a psychologist and a client looking for a
relationship partner.

3. If you were offered to design a test/questionnaire for your would-be
husband/wife what would you include in it? Why?

4. Render the following article into English. Discuss it in class.

KAK BBIBUPATDH ITAPTHEPA
JJIA 1OJIT'OCPOYHBIX OTHOIEHUU?

Brei6op mapTHepa — 3TO O4YeHb Ba)KHBIM IIAr B JKU3HHU KaXKJIOTO YEJIOBEKa, HO
pelIasich Ha HeTo, JIIOAU CTAIKUBAIOTCS C Pa3IMYHBIMU CIOKHOCTSIMU U ITpoOIeMaMu.
OcHOBHOM M Haubojee pacnpoCTpaHEHHOW NpoOJIEMON ABISETCS HEYETKOE
MOHUMAaHUE, YEro K€ Ha CAMOM JIeJie XOUYeTCs OT MapTHepa U OTHOLIECHUH.
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KaxoBa neanb?

B nepByto ouepear HY)KHO ONPENIEIUTh, C KAKOH 1ebI0 BEIOUpAETCsl OyAyIInii
MapTHEpP: H3TO HAIECJICHHOCTh Ha JOJITOCPOYHBIE W TOCTOSIHHBIC OTHOIICHUS,
MOTEHIIMAJIBHO TIEPEXOASIINE B CO3/IAHUE CEMbU WIIM HECEPhE3HAsA KPATKOBPEMEHHAs
cBs3b. C MOCIEIHMM BCE€ HAMHOTO MPOIIE, MOTOMY 4YTO B TaKOM Cllydyae HET
3HAYUTEJILHOM pPOJIM B TOM, COBIAJAIOT JIM B3MVISIABI OOOMX HA XKW3Hb U MHOTHE
JIpyrue JIMYHOCTHBIE OCOOeHHOCTH. Ho ecnu TiIaBHOM 1eNIbl0 SIBJISICTCS TTOMCK
YeJO0BE€Ka Ha BCIO JKHM3Hb, TO K 3TOMY BOIPOCY CTOUT MOJOMTH C MPEACIbHOU
OTBETCTBEHHOCTBIO.

Bri6op Haunbosnee MOAXOAAIIET0 MapTHEpa MJig OTHOIICHUN HAYMHACTCS C
MMOHUMAaHUS TJIABHOTO: CO3JJaHHE KPEMKOT0 COI03a BO3MOXKHO TOJBKO B TOM Cllyyae,
€CIM ero IeNIbI0 SBJISIETCS OOIlee KelaHhue OOOUX JOBEPUTEIBHBIX M OJM3KHUX
OTHOIIIEHUM, CO3/1aHuEe ceMbU. Hy)XHO 4EeTKO OonpeAeanTh, KaKue KauyecTBa CIyTHUKA
HOCSIT HauOoJiee BAXKHBIM XapaKTep, a YTO SIBJISETCS HENPUEMJIEMbIM B OTHOIICHUSX.
He croutr paccuuThiBaTh, 4YTO YEJIOBEK, CETOAHSA MPEHEOpEerarwimmuil TaKUuMH
LIEHHOCTSIMM, KaK BEPHOCTb M HCKPEHHOCTb, 3aBTpPa M3MEHUTCS W B OTHOIICHUSX
Oyner Bce uaeanbHO. bornee mpaBuibHBIM OyneT BbIOpaTh YeIOBEKa, M3HAYAIBHO
pa3AeSIoNIEro B3TJIAAbl IPYTOro Ha OJTHU U TE K€ BEIIIU.

I'naBHbIe NPUHIUNIBI BHIOOPA

BriOupass cnyTHUKa >KWU3HHM, HY)KHO TOHHUMATh, YTO HJCAIbHBIX JIIOACH HE
cymiectByer. Eciu B TpeACTaBICHUM 4YEJIOBEKAa CYIIECTBYET HEKUH OSTaJOH —
KCHILMHA WM MY>KYMHA MEYTHI, — 3TO C OJHOW CTOPOHBI XOPOIIO, €CTh YETKOE
HaMpaBJICHUE JBWIKCHUS, OIPEICICHHBIE PaMKHA, HO €CJIM 3TH PaMKH SBISIOTCS
MpeeIbHON TpaHMIIeH JO3BOJEHHOTO U JII000E HECOOTBETCTBUE MM aBTOMATHUYECKH
OTCEKAeT BCEX, KTO B HUX XOTh HEMHOI'0O HE BITMCBLIBACTCS, TO IIOMCK IMOIAXOJSIICTO
CryTHUKa OyneT OeCKOHEYHBIM. B CHUCXOAMTENHHOM OTHOIICHHMH K KaKHUM-JTHOO
HE3HAYUTEJIbHBIM HEJOCTATKaM XapaKTepa HET HUYEro CJIOKHOTO, BEAb BCE JIIOJU
MMEIOT KaKhe-IM00 HEeJJOCTATKU U HY)KHO HayYUThCSI TIOHUMATh 3TO B OTHOIIICHUU HE
TOJIBKO OKPYKaroIInX, HO U ceOsl.

UtoOb1 n30exaTh pa3ouapoBaHMsl B CBOEM BBIOOpE, HYKHO MPHUIAEPKUBATHCS
ONPEAECICHHBIX MPUHIIUIIOB:

KomdopTt. C maptHepoM 101KHO OBITH KOM(POPTHO U MPUITHO KaK MOPAJILHO,
Tak ¥ (puznuecku. XOopouuii Cor03 MOJIYYUTCS TOIBKO TOTJa, KOTJa JIFOISIM HPABUTCSI
OBITH IPYT C IPYTOM.

KavectBo o00menusi. HeBO3MOXHO MNpencTaBUTh  B3aMMOOTHOIIEHUS
MapTHEPOB 0€3 TOCTOSHHOTO W MPOAYKTUBHOrO oOmeHus. B oOmeHun apyr c
JIPYroM Tiapa peliaeT BCe BOMPOCHI U MPOOJEMbI, KOTOPbIE NP UTHOPUPOBAHUM U
OTCYTCTBHUU OOCYXKJEHHUS TepepacTaloT B CEPbE3HYI0 YIpo3y Ui JalbHEHIIUX
OTHOIIICHUMH.

IIpunsaTue ocodenHocteii aApyr apyra. TollbkO OOBEKTUBHO BOCHPHUHSB BCE
OCOOCHHOCTH JIMYHOCTU MAPTHEPOB, OTHOIICHUSI OyAyT rapMOHUYHBIE U TTPOOJIEMBI B
MMOHUMAHHH JAPYT Apyra OyayT CBEJEHb K MUHUMYMY.
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B 06mux ueprax, coOMI0ICHHE ITUX MPUHIIMIIOB TTIOMOXKET MOHSThH KIIOUEBBIC
MOMEHTBI YCIICIIHBIX OTHOIIEHWNA M TOMOKET CHAeNaTh BEPHBIA BBHIOOpP, HO TaKKe
HYKHO YYUTBHIBaTh U JPYrue€ OCOOCHHOCTH, FapaHTUPYIOIIUE JyUIIne Pe3yJbTaThl B
BBIOOpE CITYTHUKA KWU3HU, HanboJiee 3HaUYMMbI€ MPUBEICHBI HIKE.

B3aumoyBaxkeHne — OJOWH W3 TJABHBIX CTOJIIIOB, HAa KOTOPOM JEPXKaTCs
KpeTKHue JOBEpPUTEIbHbIE CBs3U. B BbIOOpEe MOAXOIAIIET0 YeIOBEKa HEIb3s
HEJIOOIICHUBATh 3TOT KpuTepuil. Tak ke BaKHO B JIFOOBIX UEJOBEYECKHX CBS3SAX U
yMeHHe UATH Ha yCcTynku. CoCOOHOCTh K MPUHSATHIO KOMIIPOMHUCCHOW TMO3UIIMH B
KOH(QJIMKTHOW WJIM TPOCTO HEOJAHO3HAYHON CHUTyallMM O3HAYaeT, 4YTO YEeJIOBEK
CUMTAETCSI C MHEHUEM APYTOro U MOYKET NPUHECTH B JKEPTBY CBOKO TOUKY 3PEHUS,
MOCTaBUTh CBOM MHTEPECHI HMKE UHTEPECOB MAPTHEPA BO UMSI COXPAHECHUS XOPOIIUX
OTHOLICHUU. ['0OTOBHOCTH UATH HA KOMIIPOMHMCC U YCTYIMYMBOCTb — BECOMBIN ILIFOC
MIPU BBIOOpE CITYTHHUKA BCEH JKU3HU.

YUyBCTBEHHAs CTOpPOHA OTHOIIEHWHM HMMEET OrPOMHOE 3HAYCHUE B JKU3HU
mone. BaxHo 4TOOBI mapTHEpHl OBUIM CEKCYaJbHO COBMECTHUMBI, HCIBITHIBAIU
HWCKPEHHUU UHTEPEC APYT K APYTY U KEJIAHUE NOCTABIATH yIOBOJIbCTBHUE.

Kenanue caenarp )KU3Hb APYroro jy4ie. B oTHOMIEHUSIX KaXIbIi JOJKEH
CTPEMUTBHCSI K TOMY, YTOOBI C/I€JIaTh KU3Hb CBOETO CIYTHHKA Jydllle, YeM OHa ObLia
JI0 3TOrO, CETOJHS JIydllle, YeM BYE€pa, a 3aBTpa — Jydlle, 4YEM CErojHs. BaxHo,
9TOOBI ATO BBICOKOE U OJaropogHoe jkejaHue ObUIo JIBYCTOpOHHHM. [losTOoMmy,
BBIOMpasi MOTCHIIMAIBHOIO MYXKa WIH )KEHY, CJIeyeT paclo3HaTh, TOTOB JIM YEJIOBEK
UTbh HE TOJBKO B CBOE YJOBOJILCTBUE, HO U BCEMHU CIIOCOOAMHU CTapaThCsl MPUHOCUTD
B JKM3HB NapTHEPa KaK MOXKHO OOJIbIIIe XOPOIIIETO.

Haitu nopxopsmyro mapy Ajis CO3JaHUsA KPENKOM M CUACTIMBOM CEMbU —
3ajlaua OYEHb HEMpOoCTas, U HE Bcerjga 3To mnoiydaercs Obictpo. Ho wuckpennee
JKEJIAHWE W ONPEICIICHHbIC 3HAaHUSA IMPAKTUYECKUX U TEOPETHYECKHUX AaCIEKTOB
YCHEIIHBIX JOJATOCPOYHBIX OTHOILICHHH IMOMOTYT BBIOpaTh JTOCTOWHOIO CITyTHUKA
YKA3HU U COXPAHUTh OTHOLICHUS.

(Psychologic.ru)

5. Compare this article with the previous one. What do they have in common?
LITERATURE CORNER

The Marry Month of May
By O. Henry

Prithee', smite the poet in the eye when he would sing to you praises of the
month of May. It is a month presided over by the spirits of mischief and madness.
Pixies and flibbertigibbets haunt the budding woods: Puck and his train of midgets
are busy in town and country.
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In May nature holds up at us a chiding finger, bidding us remember that we are
not gods, but overconceited members of her own great family. She reminds us that
we are brothers to the chowder-doomed clam and the donkey; lineal scions of the
pansy and the chimpanzee, and but cousins-german to the cooing doves, the quacking
ducks and the housemaids and policemen in the parks.

In May Cupid shoots blindfolded — millionaires marry stenographers; wise
professors woo white-aproned gum-chewers behind quick-lunch counters;
schoolma'ams make big bad boys remain after school; lads with ladders steal lightly
over lawns where Juliet waits in her trellissed window with her telescope packed;
young couples out for a walk come home married; old chaps put on white spats and
promenade near the Normal School’; even married men, grown unwontedly tender
and sentimental, whack their spouses on the back and growl: "How goes it, old girl?"

This May, who is no goddess, but Circe’, masquerading at the dance given in
honour of the fair débutante, Summer, puts the kibosh on us all.

Old Mr. Coulson groaned a little, and then sat up straight in his invalid's chair.
He had the gout very bad in one foot, a house near Gramercy Park, half a million
dollars and a daughter. And he had a housekeeper. Mrs. Widdup. The fact and the
name deserve a sentence each. They have it.

When May poked Mr. Coulson, he became elder brother to the turtle-dove. In
the window near which he sat were boxes of jonquils, of hyacinths, geraniums and
pansies. The breeze brought their odour into the room. Immediately there was a well-
contested round between the breath of the flowers and the able and active effluvium
from gout liniment. The liniment won easily; but not before the flowers got an
uppercut to old Mr. Coulson's nose. The deadly work of the implacable, false
enchantress May was done.

Across the park to the olfactories of Mr. Coulson came other unmistakable,
characteristic, copyrighted smells of spring that belong to the-big-city-above-the-
Subway, alone. The smells of hot asphalt, underground caverns, gasoline, patchouli,
orange peel, sewer gas, Albany grabs, Egyptian cigarettes, mortar and the undried ink
on newspapers. — The inblowing air was sweet and mild. Sparrows wrangled happily
everywhere outdoors. Never trust May.

Mr. Coulson twisted the ends of his white mustache, cursed his foot, and
pounded a bell on the table by his side.

In came Mrs. Widdup. She was comely to the eye, fair, flustered, forty and
foxy.

"Higgins is out, sir," she said, with a smile suggestive of vibratory massage.
"He went to post a letter. Can I do anything for you, sir?"

"It's time for my aconite’," said old Mr. Coulson. "Drop it for me. The bottle's
there. Three drops. In water. D — that is, confound Higgins! There's nobody in this
house cares if I die here in this chair for want of attention."

Mrs. Widdup sighed deeply.

"Don't be saying that, sir," she said. "There's them that would care more than
any one knows. Thirteen drops, you said, sir?"
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"Three," said old man Coulson.

He took his dose and then Mrs. Widdup's hand. She blushed. Oh, yes, it can be
done. Just hold your breath and compress the diaphragm.

"Mrs. Widdup," said Mr. Coulson, "the springtime's full upon us."

"Ain't that right?" said Mrs. Widdup. "The air's real warm. And there's bock-
beer signs on every corner. And the park's all yaller’ and pink and blue with flowers;
and I have such shooting pains up my legs and body."

"In the spring," quoted Mr. Coulson, curling his mustache, "a y — that is, a
man's — fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love."

"Lawsy’, now!" exclaimed Mrs. Widdup; "ain't that right? Seems like it's in the
air."

"'In the spring, " continued old Mr. Coulson, "'a livelier iris shines upon the
burnished dove. "

"They do be lively, the Irish," sighed Mrs. Widdup pensively.

"Mrs. Widdup," said Mr. Coulson, making a face at a twinge of his gouty foot,
"this would be a lonesome house without you. I'm an — that is, I'm an elderly man —
but I'm worth a comfortable lot of money. If half a million dollars' worth of
Government bonds and the true affection of a heart that, though no longer beating
with the first ardour of youth, can still throb with genuine — "

The loud noise of an overturned chair near the portieres of the adjoining room
interrupted the venerable and scarcely suspecting victim of May.

In stalked Miss Van Meeker Constantia Coulson, bony, durable, tall, high-
nosed, frigid, well-bred, thirty-five, in-the-neighbourhood-of-Gramercy-Parkish. She
put up a lorgnette. Mrs. Widdup hastily stooped and arranged the bandages on Mr.
Coulson's gouty foot.

"I thought Higgins was with you," said Miss Van Meeker Constantia.

"Higgins went out," explained her father, "and Mrs. Widdup answered the bell.
That is better now, Mrs. Widdup, thank you. No; there is nothing else I require."

The housekeeper retired, pink under the cool, inquiring stare of Miss Coulson.

"This spring weather is lovely, isn't it, daughter?" said the old man, consciously
conscious.

"That's just it," replied Miss Van Meeker Constantia Coulson, somewhat
obscurely. "When does Mrs. Widdup start on her vacation, papa?"

"I believe she said a week from to-day," said Mr. Coulson.

Miss Van Meeker Constantia stood for a minute at the window gazing, toward
the little park, flooded with the mellow afternoon sunlight. With the eye of a botanist
she viewed the flowers — most potent weapons of insidious May. With the cool pulses
of a virgin of Cologne® she withstood the attack of the ethereal mildness. The arrows
of the pleasant sunshine fell back, frostbitten, from the cold panoply of her unthrilled
bosom. The odour of the flowers waked no soft sentiments in the unexplored recesses
of her dormant heart. The chirp of the sparrows gave her a pain. She mocked at May.

But although Miss Coulson was proof against the season, she was keen enough
to estimate its power. She knew that elderly men and thick-waisted women jumped as
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educated fleas in the ridiculous train of May, the merry mocker of the months. She
had heard of foolish old gentlemen marrying their housekeepers before. What a
humiliating thing, after all, was this feeling called love!

The next morning at 8 o'clock, when the iceman called, the cook told him that
Miss Coulson wanted to see him in the basement.

"Well, ain't I the Olcott and Depew; not mentioning the first name at all?" said
the iceman, admiringly, of himself.

As a concession he rolled his sleeves down, dropped his icehooks on a syringe
and went back. When Miss Van Meeker Constantia Coulson addressed him he took
off his bat.

"There is a rear entrance to this basement," said Miss Coulson, "which can be
reached by driving into the vacant lot next door, where they are excavating for a
building. I want you to bring in that way within two hours 1,000 pounds of ice. You
may have to bring another man or two to help you. I will show you where I want it
placed. I also want 1,000 pounds a day delivered the same way for the next four days.
Y our company may charge the ice on our regular bill. This is for your extra trouble."

Miss Coulson tendered a ten-dollar bill. The iceman bowed, and held his hat in
his two hands behind him.

"Not if you'll excuse me, lady. It'll be a pleasure to fix things up for you any
way you please."

Alas for May!

About noon Mr. Coulson knocked two glasses off his table, broke the spring of
his bell and yelled for Higgins at the same time.

"Bring an axe," commanded Mr. Coulson, sardonically, "or send out for a quart
of prussic acid, or have a policeman come in and shoot me. I'd rather that than be
frozen to death."

"It does seem to be getting cool, Sir," said Higgins. "I hadn't noticed it before.
I'll close the window, Sir."

"Do," said Mr. Coulson. "They call this spring, do they? If it keeps up long I'll
go back to Palm Beach. House feels like a morgue."

Later Miss Coulson dutifully came in to inquire how the gout was progressing.

"Stantia," said the old man, "how is the weather outdoors?"

"Bright," answered Miss Coulson, "but chilly."

"Feels like the dead of winter to me," said Mr. Coulson.

"An instance," said Constantia, gazing abstractedly out the window, "of
'winter lingering in the lap of spring,' though the metaphor is not in the most refined
taste."

A little later she walked down by the side of the little park and on westward to
Broadway to accomplish a little shopping.

A little later than that Mrs. Widdup entered the invalid's room.

"Did you ring, Sir?" she asked, dimpling in many places. "I asked Higgins to
go to the drug store, and I thought I heard your bell."

"I did not," said Mr. Coulson.
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"I'm afraid," said Mrs. Widdup, "I interrupted you sir, yesterday when you
were about to say something."

"How comes it, Mrs. Widdup," said old man Coulson sternly, "that I find it so
cold in this house?"

"Cold, Sir?" said the housekeeper, "why, now, since you speak of it it do seem
cold in this room. But, outdoors it's as warm and fine as June, sir. And how this
weather do seem to make one's heart jump out of one's shirt waist, sir. And the ivy all
leaved out on the side of the house, and the hand-organs playing, and the children
dancing on the sidewalk — 'tis a great time for speaking out what's in the heart. You
were saying yesterday, sir —"

"Woman!" roared Mr. Coulson; "you are a fool. I pay you to take care of this
house. I am freezing to death in my own room, and you come in and drivel to me
about ivy and hand-organs. Get me an overcoat at once. See that all doors and
windows are closed below. An old, fat, irresponsible, one-sided object like you
prating about springtime and flowers in the middle of winter! When Higgins comes
back, tell him to bring me a hot rum punch. And now get out!"

But who shall shame the bright face of May? Rogue though she be and
disturber of sane men's peace, no wise virgins cunning nor cold storage shall make
her bow her head in the bright galaxy of months.

Oh, yes, the story was not quite finished.

A night passed, and Higgins helped old man Coulson in the morning to his
chair by the window. The cold of the room was gone. Heavenly odours and fragrant
mildness entered.

In hurried Mrs. Widdup, and stood by his chair. Mr. Coulson reached his bony
hand and grasped her plump one.

"Mrs. Widdup," he said, "this house would be no home without you. I have half
a million dollars. If that and the true affection of a heart no longer in its youthful
prime, but still not cold, could —"

"I found out what made it cold," said Mrs. Widdup, leanin' against his chair.
""Twas ice — tons of it — in the basement and in the furnace room, everywhere. I shut
off the registers that it was coming through into your room, Mr. Coulson, poor soul!
And now it's Maytime again."

"A true heart,” went on old man Coulson, a little wanderingly, "that the
springtime has brought to life again, and — but what will my daughter say, Mrs.
Widdup?"

"Never fear, sir," said Mrs. Widdup, cheerfully. "Miss Coulson, she ran away
with the iceman last night, sir!"

Notes

' Prithee — please.

2 Normal School — an institution in the United States, Canada and some other
countries created in the 19th century to train primary school teachers.
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3 Circe /'s3:rsi:/ — an enchantress and a minor goddess in Greek mythology.
Circe was renowned for her vast knowledge of potions and herbs. Through the use of
these and a magic wand or staff, she would transform her enemies, or those who
offended her, into animals.

*aconite — a plant that's native to many areas of Europe and Asia. Aconite root
contains chemicals that might improve circulation and decrease pain, but it also
contains chemicals that can seriously harm the heart, muscles, and nerves.

> Yaller (dial.) — more yellow.

% Lawsy (dial.) — used to express surprise, astonishment, or strength of feeling

7 'a livelier iris ...> — a line from “Locksley Hall”, a poem by Lord Alfred
Tennyson, an English poet (1809-1892).

® Virgin of Cologne — Saint Ursula is a legendary Romano-British Christian
saint who died on 21 October 383. According to an early medieval legend, Saint
Ursula and eleven thousand virgins were massacred by the Huns with arrows at
Cologne.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. Find in the text the English equivalents of the following words and word
combinations. Describe the situations in which they are used.

[IpencenarenbcTBOBATh, OOUTATh, TPO3UTH MAJIbLIEM, CAMOHA/ICSIHHBIN, T'ycTast
noxjeOKa, ABOIOPOJHBIN OpaT, reTpbl, CTaBUTh KpecT Ha 4YeM-Iu00, Masb,
HEYMOJIUMBII, OOOHSIHUE, MUJICHbKAsI, HATTOMUHAIOIINM, 3aAyMUMBO, IPUCTYI OOJIH,
KOBAapHBIW, BBIICPKATh aTaKy, I3BUTEIILHO, HECTU EPYHIY.

2. Pick up from the text the names of animals, birds and plants. Translate
them into Russian.

3. Pick up from the text the names of all fairy creatures and give their
Russian translations. What atmosphere is created by mentioning them?

4. Discuss the following:

1. What is referred to as ‘she’ in the second paragraph? What family ties unite
people and nature?

2. What crazy things do people do in May?

3. Why does the author warn the reader never to trust May?

4. Where does the action take place? What helped you to identify the city?

5. Who are the main characters of the story? Speak about old Mr. Coulson, his
health, attitude to his daughter, manner of speaking. What is the attitude of the
household to him?

6. Comment on Mrs. Widdup’s words about Mr. Coulson’s possible death:
“There's them that would care more than any one knows”. What is her attitude to her
master?
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7. What do we learn about Miss Van Meeker Constantia? Prove citing the text
that she was unaffected by the tricks of May. Do you think her coldness was real or
feigned?

8. What was Miss Van Meeker Constantia suspecting her father and his
housekeeper of?

9. Can you call Mrs. Widdup a romantic person? Prove your point by siting the
text.

10. How did ice get into the house? Why in your opinion did Constantia do it?

11. Did Mr. Coulson’s mood depend on the outside temperature?

12. Was the end of the story unexpected? Why?

5. Comment on the effect produced by zeugma in the sentences bellow.
Translate the sentences.

(Zeugma, from Greek meaning “yoking” or “bonding” is a figure of speech in
which a word, usually a verb or an adjective, applies to more than one noun, blending
together grammatically and logically different ideas).

1. He had the gout very bad in one foot, a house near Gramercy Park, half a
million dollars and a daughter

2. She was comely to the eye, fair, flustered, forty and foxy.

3. He took his dose and then Mrs. Widdup's hand.

4. If half a million dollars' worth of Government bonds and the true affection
of a heart that, though no longer beating with the first ardour of youth, can still throb
with genuine —

5. In stalked Miss Van Meeker Constantia Coulson, bony, durable, tall, high-
nosed, frigid, well-bred, thirty-five, in-the-neighbourhood-of-Gramercy-Parkish.

6. Find instances of grammatical inversion. Comment on the effect
produced by it.

7. Translate the passage from the beginning of the story up to “Summer,
puts the kibosh on us all.”
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Discussion

UNIT 3

DATING
WARM-UP

Answer these questions truthfully. Then compare your answers in pairs or

small groups.

1. Do you believe in ‘love at first sight’?

2. At what age do you plan to get married? (At what age did you get married?)

3. What qualities are important in a spouse?

4. Do you think it's possible to find love on the Internet?

5. Do you know anyone who has ever placed a ‘Lonely Hearts’ ad or replied to
one? What happened? Was it a successful experience?

VOCABULARY FOCUS
1. Match the words with the given definitions. One definition matches two
words.
Words Defintions

ask someone out

to have a short, intense relationship with someone

be on the rocks

to ask smb. if they want to go out on a date with you

break up to be romantically interested in smb.

chat up to go somewhere with someone you are attracted to in order
to spend time together

date smb. to spend time with someone, either in a public place or at
home

fall out to spend time with someone doing an activity or eating a
meal

Slirt with to spend time with smb. in order to learn about them

get along to enjoy spending time in each other's company

get to know

when people are in a relationship because they have a friend
in common who introduced them to each other

get together to tell two people that they should date each other

go out to have a casual conversation with someone in order to get to
know them better

hang out means to talk and act a certain way in order to make clear to
them that you are attracted to them

have a fight to end your romantic relationship with them

have a fling to not agree with them about something and to have bad

feelings for each other as a result of it
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make up to not agree with them about something and to have an
argument over it

meet through a friend | to ask someone to marry you

play hard to get to get married

pop the question to be having an unpleasant time in a romantic relationship
because you are not getting along

set people up to forgive someone after an argument so that you both feel
better and are no longer angry at each other

split up to act as if you are not interested in someone so that they will

try harder to get you to be interested in them

tie the knot

2. In pair or small groups, discuss the following questions. Try using the
words from task 1.

1) How do people usually enter a relationship?
2) How do people understand whether to sustain a relationship or to break up?
3) How do people understand if they want to get married?

3. There are many different types of relationship. Try to define the
following:

a casual relationship

an extramarital relationship
a business relationship

a doomed relationship

a platonic relationship

a romantic relationship

a sexual relationship

a love-hate relationship

XN R WD =

Match three of the expressions above with the following meanings:

a. a relationship between a married man and someone not his wife;
b. a relationship with no future, which is going nowhere;
c. a close relationship between two friends, which is not sexual.

4. Work in pairs. Put the sentences below in the correct order to make a
story:

a) Mark fancied Lucy,

b) They got engaged,

c) They got on very well,

d) She had twin girls, Emma and Katie,

e) Mark proposed to Lucy,

f) They got married,

g) Lucy got custody of the children,
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h) Lucy became pregnant,

1) He asked her out on a date,

j) Mark and Lucy started to have rows,
k) They started going out together,

1) They split up.

m) They fell in love with each other,
n) Lucy asked for a divorce,

0) Mark had an affair,

p) They went on their honeymoon.

5. Read the conversation and fill in the blanks with the words from the box
below.

ATM, back, blind, check, chemistry, matchmaker, path, pick-up, rebound, starters,
tight, trash

Wane: Hey, what happened on your date with Susan?

Ben: It was terrible! That's the last time I let you play for me.

Wane: Why? What happened?

Ben: She's attractive, but there was no between us. Plus, all she did
was talk about her ex-boyfriend. Obviously, she's on the , and |
don't need that.

Wane: Who does? Maybe we should try this new club I heard about. It's off the
beaten so there should be scores of new girls that we can out.

Ben: Okay, we can go. But, I don't want to use any more of your cliched

lines. They never work for me.

Wane: Your high moral standards are the only thing interfering with your
potential for getting laid! I have some all new conversation [ want to try out,
anyway, so I'm not worried about scoring.

Ben: Something tells me that I should be worried. If you offend some girl and
she slaps you, don't expect me to you up!

Wane: Physical abuse is a deal breaker for me!

Ben: Maybe you are developing some standards yourself, finally...

Wane: Ha, ha. Very funny. And maybe if you developed the habit of spending
a little money girls would find you more interesting!

Ben: I'm not with money, but I'm not an machine, either!

TEXT A

1. Read the passage and answer these questions:

1) What has the writer done?
2) Why has she done this?

39




Not Only the Lonely

Writer, 25, dark hair, brown eyes, GSOH, seeks reliable, intelligent, 30-
something man, for long walks, long conversations and long-term relationship. No
time wasters.

OK. So I did it! But then everybody’s doing it. There are over two million
people registered with dating agencies — and that’s the expensive way to do it. So
there must be at least twice as many using ‘Lonely Hearts’ ads? The thing is the men
and women who place these ads aren’t necessarily lonely. Take me, I’m not; I’ve got
a wide circle of friends. And an active social life. It’s just that my circle of friends
does not include many single men. So, if I want to meet any single males I need to
take positive action. My ad joined those of other professional women who do not
have the time to follow the more usual methods of finding a partner and those of
some of the 1.5 million single mothers who have obvious difficulties in getting out.

And was it a successful ad? Well, I think 75 replies speaks' for itself! Some of
the replies were touching; some were surprising, some appealing and some appalling.
A few people clearly did not have sufficient self-knowledge to realise they were
nerds. Others were, for a variety of reasons, clearly unsuitable. In the end, I met 12.
Of these seven were liars, usually much older, fatter or uglier than their photos
suggested; two were nerds, missed at the initial examination. One was far too
enthusiastic about putting his hand on my knee; one lived in Edinburgh, a beautiful
city (and he was a mice man) but I wanted a long-term friend — not a long-distance
one.

The last one I met was Gavin. 36, intelligent, good-looking, kind, definitely
GSOH, and sitting across the table from me as I write this. Oh yes — and tomorrow he
moves into my flat. I did it. And it works!

(Taboos and Issues)

Notes

!In such cases, the entire quantity is thought of as a single entity that should be
considered together, not separately. Expressions of time, money and distance also
take a singular verb. For more information, see
https://advice.writing.utoronto.ca/english-language/expressions-of-quantity/

2. Explain the meaning of the following words and phrases. Make up
sentences with them.

To be registered with an agency, to take positive action, appalling, sufficient, a
nerd, to move into one’s flat.

3. Mark the following sentences T (true) or F (false):

1. The writer thinks that over four million people use ‘Lonely Hearts’ ads.

2. Most people who use ‘Lonely Hearts’ ads are lonely.

3. Professional women use the ads because they don’t have much time for
socialising.
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4. Some people lied when they replied to the writer’s ad.
. She met her current partner through her ad.

9,

. Discuss these questions in pairs or small groups.

. What does the writer mean when she says ‘I did it’?
. Do you think the writer really has a ‘wide circle of friends’?
. Are ‘Lonely Hearts’ ads popular as a way of meeting new people?

4. How do you feel about people who place ‘Lonely Hearts’ ads? Do you think
they are single and lonely? Are they just normal people who are too busy to meet the
sort of people they would like to?

5. If you ever placed an ad or replied to one, would you lie about any of the
following? Why?

a) your age b) your appearance c) your job d) your income €) your past

W N~ A

IDEAS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

1. Discuss in pairs or small groups:

a) What are some modern ways that you can think of for meeting people?
Especially, considering the fact we live in the Internet Age.

b) What are some questions you can think of that would make good
conversation starters? This is considered to be the best example of a pick-up line that
works for men: If you stood in front of a mirror and held up 11 roses, you would see
12 of the most beautiful things in the world.

c) What are some pick-up lines that you can think of, or that have been tried on
you?

d) Do women also use pick-up lines? If so, how do they differ from what a man
would say?

e) Try to think of what your response would be to the following pick-up lines:

e ['m here. What are your other two wishes?
Do you believe in love at first sight or should I walk by again?
Did the sun just come out or did you smile at me?
I seem to have lost my telephone number; may I borrow yours?
Can I get your name?
Is it hot in here or is it just you?
Baby, you must be a broom, cause you just swept me off my feet.
If I could arrange the alphabet, I would put U and I together.
There's something wrong with my eyes — I can't take them off you.

2. Write a description of yourself in 25 words for a ‘Lonely Hearts’ ad. Put
together the descriptions from everyone in the class and mix them up. Ask the teacher
to read them out one at a time. Can you recognise the writers? Has anybody lied?
Here are some typical expressions from these ads:
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solvent lady professional male  looking for fun sincere and caring

own house down to earth intelligent guy likes dancing
with own teeth  easy-going strong body Biker
romantic blue eyes enjoys cinema Athletic

3. Discuss these questions in pairs or small groups:

a) Where do you think most people meet their partners?

in school/at work in bars and nightclubs
at parties through their family
through ‘Lonely Hearts’ ads some other way

b) What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of trying to make
friends through a ‘Lonely Hearts’ ad?

c) Are there any dangers involved in meeting people through a ‘Lonely Hearts’
ad? What advice would you give a friend who told you she / he was going out tonight
on a lonely hearts date?

LISTENING

1. Listen to the speakers: https://www.novsu.ru/file/1352014
Answer the questions.

1) What does Jonathan say about bars?
a)Few people go to bars
b) The wrong people go to bars
c)You are not sober at bars
d) “The wrong people go to bars” and/or “You are not sober at bars”

2) What does Jonathan talk about?
a)A woman who helped him
b) How online dating works
c)Profiles to avoid
d) “A woman who helped him” and/or “Profiles to avoid”

3) What does Jonathan say about love?
a)lIt is hard to find
b) It is not always nearby
c)It 1s best to date friends
d) “Itis not always nearby” and/or “It is best to date friends”

4) What does Jeff think about it?
a)He is convinced
b) He is too shy to do it
c)He wants to try it
d) “He is too shy to do it” and/or “He wants to try it”
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2. In pairs or small groups, discuss the following:

e What do the speakers think about online dating?
e What are cons and pros of online dating?

LITERATURE CORNER
Cat Person
By Kristen Roupenian

Margot met Robert on a Wednesday night toward the end of her fall semester.
She was working behind the concession stand at the artsy movie theatre downtown
when he came in and bought a large popcorn and a box of Red Vines.

“That’s an ... unusual choice,” she said. “I don’t think I’ve ever actually sold a
box of Red Vines before.”

Flirting with her customers was a habit she’d picked up back when she worked
as a barista, and it helped with tips. She didn’t earn tips at the movie theatre, but the
job was boring otherwise, and she did think that Robert was cute. Not so cute that she
would have, say, gone up to him at a party, but cute enough that she could have
drummed up an imaginary crush on him if he’d sat across from her during a dull class —
though she was pretty sure that he was out of college, in his mid-twenties at least. He
was tall, which she liked, and she could see the edge of a tattoo peeking out from
beneath the rolled-up sleeve of his shirt. But he was on the heavy side, his beard was
a little too long, and his shoulders slumped forward slightly, as though he were
protecting something.

Robert did not pick up on her flirtation. Or, if he did, he showed it only by
stepping back, as though to make her lean toward him, try a little harder. “Well,” he
said. “O.K., then.” He pocketed his change.

But the next week he came into the movie theatre again, and bought another
box of Red Vines. “You’re getting better at your job,” he told her. “You managed not
to insult me this time.”

She shrugged. “I’m up for a promotion, so,” she said.

After the movie, he came back to her. “Concession-stand girl, give me your
phone number,” he said, and, surprising herself, she did.

From that small exchange about Red Vines, over the next several weeks they
built up an elaborate scaffolding of jokes via text, riffs that unfolded and shifted so
quickly that she sometimes had a hard time keeping up. He was very clever, and she
found that she had to work to impress him. Soon she noticed that when she texted
him he usually texted her back right away, but if she took more than a few hours to
respond his next message would always be short and wouldn’t include a question, so
it was up to her to re-initiate the conversation, which she always did. A few times,
she got distracted for a day or so and wondered if the exchange would die out
altogether, but then she’d think of something funny to tell him or she’d see a picture
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on the Internet that was relevant to their conversation, and they’d start up again. She
still didn’t know much about him, because they never talked about anything personal,
but when they landed two or three good jokes in a row there was a kind of
exhilaration to it, as if they were dancing.

Then, one night during reading period, she was complaining about how all the
dining halls were closed and there was no food in her room because her roommate
had raided her care package, and he offered to buy her some Red Vines to sustain her.
At first, she deflected this with another joke, because she really did have to study, but
he said, “No, I’m serious, stop fooling around and come now,” so she put a jacket
over her pajamas and met him at the 7-Eleven.

It was about eleven o’clock. He greeted her without ceremony, as though he
saw her every day, and took her inside to choose some snacks. The store didn’t have
Red Vines, so he bought her a Cherry Coke Slurpee and a bag of Doritos and a
novelty lighter shaped like a frog with a cigarette in its mouth.

“Thank you for my presents,” she said, when they were back outside. Robert
was wearing a rabbit-fur hat that came down over his ears and a thick, old-fashioned
down jacket. She thought it was a good look for him, if a little dorky; the hat
heightened his lumberjack aura, and the heavy coat hid his belly and the slightly sad
slump of his shoulders.

“You’re welcome, concession-stand girl,” he said, though of course he knew
her name by then. She thought he was going to go in for a kiss and prepared to duck
and offer him her cheek, but instead of kissing her on the mouth he took her by the
arm and kissed her gently on the forehead, as though she were something precious.
“Study hard, sweetheart,” he said. “I will see you soon.”

On the walk back to her dorm, she was filled with a sparkly lightness that she
recognized as the sign of an incipient crush.

While she was home over break, they texted nearly non-stop, not only jokes
but little updates about their days. They started saying good morning and good night,
and when she asked him a question and he didn’t respond right away she felt a jab of
anxious yearning. She learned that Robert had two cats, named Mu and Yan, and
together they invented a complicated scenario in which her childhood cat, Pita, would
send flirtatious texts to Yan, but whenever Pita talked to Mu she was formal and cold,
because she was jealous of Mu’s relationship with Yan.

“Why are you texting all the time?” Margot’s stepdad asked her at dinner. “Are
you having an affair with someone?”

“Yes,” Margot said. “His name is Robert, and I met him at the movie theatre.
We’re in love, and we’re probably going to get married.”

“Hmm,” her stepdad said. “Tell him we have some questions for him.”

“My parents are asking about u,” Margot texted, and Robert sent her back a
smiley-face emoji whose eyes were hearts.

When Margot returned to campus, she was eager to see Robert again, but he
turned out to be surprisingly hard to pin down. “Sorry, busy week at work,” he
replied. “I promise I will ¢ u soon.” Margot didn’t like this; it felt as if the dynamic
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had shifted out of her favor, and when eventually he did ask her to go to a movie she
agreed right away.

The movie he wanted to see was playing at the theatre where she worked, but
she suggested that they see it at the big multiplex just outside town instead; students
didn’t go there very often, because you needed to drive. Robert came to pick her up
in a muddy white Civic with candy wrappers spilling out of the cup holders. On the
drive, he was quieter than she’d expected, and he didn’t look at her very much.
Before five minutes had gone by, she became wildly uncomfortable, and, as they got
on the highway, it occurred to her that he could take her someplace and rape and
murder her; she hardly knew anything about him, after all.

Just as she thought this, he said, “Don’t worry, I’m not going to murder you,”
and she wondered if the discomfort in the car was her fault, because she was acting
jumpy and nervous, like the kind of girl who thought she was going to get murdered
every time she went on a date.

“It’s O.K. — you can murder me if you want,” she said, and he laughed and
patted her knee. At the theatre, he made a joke to the cashier at the concession stand
about Red Vines, which fell flat in a way that embarrassed everyone involved, but
Margot most of all.

During the movie, he didn’t hold her hand or put his arm around her, so by the
time they were back in the parking lot she was pretty sure that he had changed his
mind about liking her. She was wearing leggings and a sweatshirt, and that might
have been the problem. When she got into the car, he’d said, “Glad to see you dressed
up for me,” which she’d assumed was a joke, but maybe she actually had offended
him by not seeming to take the date seriously enough, or something. He was wearing
khakis and a button-down shirt.

“So, do you want to go get a drink?” he asked when they got back to the car,
as if being polite were an obligation that had been imposed on him. It seemed
obvious to Margot that he was expecting her to say no and that, when she did, they
wouldn’t talk again. That made her sad, not so much because she wanted to continue
spending time with him as because she’d had such high expectations for him over
break, and it didn’t seem fair that things had fallen apart so quickly.

“We could go get a drink, I guess?” she said.

“If you want,” he said.

“If you want” was such an unpleasant response that she sat silently in the car
until he poked her leg and said, “What are you sulking about?”

“I’m not sulking,” she said. “I’m just a little tired.”

“I can take you home.”

“No, I could use a drink, after that movie.” Even though it had been playing at
the mainstream theatre, the film he’d chosen was a very depressing drama about the
Holocaust, so inappropriate for a first date that when he suggested it she said, “Lol r u
serious,” and he made some joke about how he was sorry that he’d misjudged her
taste and he could take her to a romantic comedy instead.

45



But now, when she said that about the movie, he winced a little, and a totally
different interpretation of the night’s events occurred to her. She wondered if perhaps
he’d been trying to impress her by suggesting the Holocaust movie, because he didn’t
understand that a Holocaust movie was the wrong kind of “serious” movie with
which to impress the type of person who worked at an artsy movie theatre, the type of
person he probably assumed she was. Maybe, she thought, her texting “lol r u
serious” had hurt him, had intimidated him and made him feel uncomfortable around
her. The thought of this possible vulnerability touched her, and she felt kinder toward
him than she had all night.

When he asked her where she wanted to go for a drink, she named the place
where she usually hung out, but he made a face and said that it was in the student
ghetto and he’d take her somewhere better. They went to a bar she’d never been to,
an underground speakeasy type of place, with no sign announcing its presence. There
was a line to get inside, and, as they waited, she grew fidgety trying to figure out how
to tell him what she needed to tell him, but she couldn’t, so when the bouncer asked
to see her 1.D. she just handed it to him. The bouncer hardly even looked at it; he just
smirked and said, “Yeah, no,” and waved her to the side, as he gestured toward the
next group of people in line.

Robert had gone ahead of her, not noticing what was playing out behind him.
“Robert,” she said quietly. But he didn’t turn around. Finally, someone in line who’d
been paying attention tapped him on the shoulder and pointed to her, marooned on
the sidewalk.

She stood, abashed, as he came back over to her. “Sorry!” she said. “This is so
embarrassing.”

“How old are you?” he demanded.

“I’m twenty,” she said.

“Oh,” he said. “I thought you said you were older.”

“I told you I was a sophomore!” she said. Standing outside the bar, having been
rejected in front of everyone, was humiliating enough, and now Robert was looking
at her as if she’d done something wrong.

“But you did that — what do you call it? That gap year,” he objected, as though
this were an argument he could win.

“I don’t know what to tell you,” she said helplessly. “I’m twenty.” And then,
absurdly, she started to feel tears stinging her eyes, because somehow everything had
been ruined and she couldn’t understand why this was all so hard.

But, when Robert saw her face crumpling, a kind of magic happened. All the
tension drained out of his posture; he stood up straight and wrapped his bearlike arms
around her. “Oh, sweetheart,” he said. “Oh, honey, it’s O.K., it’s all right. Please
don’t feel bad.” She let herself be folded against him, and she was flooded with the
same feeling she’d had outside the 7-Eleven — that she was a delicate, precious thing
he was afraid he might break. He kissed the top of her head, and she laughed and
wiped her tears away.

“I can’t believe I’m crying because I didn’t get into a bar,” she said. “You must
think I’m such an idiot.” But she knew he didn’t think that, from the way he was
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gazing at her; in his eyes, she could see how pretty she looked, smiling through her
tears in the chalky glow of the streetlight, with a few flakes of snow coming down.

He kissed her then, on the lips, for real; he came for her in a kind of lunging
motion and practically poured his tongue down her throat. It was a terrible kiss,
shockingly bad; Margot had trouble believing that a grown man could possibly be so
bad at kissing. It seemed awful, yet somehow it also gave her that tender feeling
toward him again, the sense that even though he was older than her, she knew
something he didn’t.

When he was done kissing her, he took her hand firmly and led her to a
different bar, where there were pool tables and pinball machines and sawdust on the
floor and no one checking I.D.s at the door. In one of the booths, she saw the grad
student who’d been her English T.A. her freshman year.

“Should I get you a vodka soda?” Robert asked, which she thought was maybe
supposed to be a joke about the kind of drink college girls liked, though she’d never
had a vodka soda. She actually was a little anxious about what to order; at the places
she went to, they only carded people at the bar, so the kids who were twenty-one or
had good fake I.D.s usually brought pitchers of P.B.R. or Bud Light back to share
with the others. She wasn’t sure if those brands were ones that Robert would make
fun of, so, instead of specifying, she said, “I’ll just have a beer.”

With the drinks in front of him and the kiss behind him, and also maybe
because she had cried, Robert became much more relaxed, more like the witty person
she knew through his texts. As they talked, she became increasingly sure that what
she’d interpreted as anger or dissatisfaction with her had, in fact, been nervousness, a
fear that she wasn’t having a good time. He kept coming back to her initial dismissal
of the movie, making jokes that glanced off it and watching her closely to see how
she responded. He teased her about her highbrow taste, and said how hard it was to
impress her because of all the film classes she’d taken, even though he knew she’d
taken only one summer class in film. He joked about how she and the other
employees at the artsy theatre probably sat around and made fun of the people who
went to the mainstream theatre, where they didn’t even serve wine, and some of the
movies were in IMAX 3-D.

Margot laughed along with the jokes he was making at the expense of this
imaginary film-snob version of her, though nothing he said seemed quite fair, since
she was the one who’d actually suggested that they see the movie at the Quality 16.
Although now, she realized, maybe that had hurt Robert’s feelings, too. She’d
thought it was clear that she just didn’t want to go on a date where she worked, but
maybe he’d taken it more personally than that; maybe he’d suspected that she was
ashamed to be seen with him. She was starting to think that she understood him —
how sensitive he was, how easily he could be wounded — and that made her feel
closer to him, and also powerful, because once she knew how to hurt him she also
knew how he could be soothed. She asked him lots of questions about the movies he
liked, and she spoke self-deprecatingly about the movies at the artsy theatre that she
found boring or incomprehensible; she told him about how much her older co-
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workers intimidated her, and how she sometimes worried that she wasn’t smart
enough to form her own opinions on anything. The effect of this on him was palpable
and immediate, and she felt as if she were petting a large, skittish animal, like a horse
or a bear, skillfully coaxing it to eat from her hand.

By her third beer, she was thinking about what it would be like to have sex
with Robert. Probably it would be like that bad kiss, clumsy and excessive, but
imagining how excited he would be, how hungry and eager to impress her, she felt a
twinge of desire pluck at her belly, as distinct and painful as the snap of an elastic
band against her skin.

When they’d finished that round of drinks, she said, boldly, “Should we get out
of here, then?,” and he seemed briefly hurt, as if he thought she was cutting the date
short, but she took his hand and pulled him up, and the look on his face when he
realized what she was saying, and the obedient way he trailed her out of the bar, gave
her that elastic-band snap again, as did, oddly, the fact that his palm was slick
beneath hers.

Outside, she presented herself to him again for kissing, but, to her surprise, he
only pecked her on the mouth. “You’re drunk,” he said, accusingly.

“No, I’'m not,” she said, though she was. She pushed her body against his,
feeling tiny beside him, and he let out a great shuddering sigh, as if she were
something too bright and painful to look at, and that was sexy, too, being made to feel
like a kind of irresistible temptation.

“I’m taking you home, lightweight,” he said, shepherding her to the car. Once
they were inside it, though, she leaned into him again, and after a little while, by
lightly pulling back when he pushed his tongue too far down her throat, she was able
to get him to kiss her in the softer way that she liked, and soon after that she was
straddling him, and she could feel the small log of his erection straining against his
pants. Whenever it rolled beneath her weight, he let out these fluttery, high-pitched
moans that she couldn’t help feeling were a little melodramatic, and then suddenly he
pushed her off him and turned the key in the ignition.

“Making out in the front seat like a teen-ager,” he said, in mock disgust. Then
he added, “I’d have thought you’d be too old for that, now that you’re twenty.”

She stuck her tongue out at him. “Where do you want to go, then?”

“Your place?”

“Um, that won’t really work. Because of my roommate?”

“Oh, right. You live in the dorms,” he said, as though that were something she
should apologize for.

“Where do you live?” she asked.

“I live in a house.”

“Canl ... come over?”

“You can.”

The house was in a pretty, wooded neighborhood not too far from campus and
had a string of cheerful white fairy lights across the doorway. Before he got out of the
car, he said, darkly, like a warning, “Just so you know, I have cats.”
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“I know,” she said. “We texted about them, remember?”

At the front door, he fumbled with his keys for what seemed a ridiculously
long time and swore under his breath. She rubbed his back to try to keep the mood
going, but that seemed to fluster him even more, so she stopped.

“Well. This is my house,” he said flatly, pushing the door open.

The room they were in was dimly lit and full of objects, all of which, as her
eyes adjusted, resolved into familiarity. He had two large, full bookcases, a shelf of
vinyl records, a collection of board games, and a lot of art — or, at least, posters that
had been hung in frames, instead of being tacked or taped to the wall.

“I like it,” she said, truthfully, and, as she did, she identified the emotion she
was feeling as relief. It occurred to her that she’d never gone to someone’s house to
have sex before; because she’d dated only guys her age, there had always been some
element of sneaking around, to avoid roommates. It was new, and a little frightening,
to be so completely on someone else’s turf, and the fact that Robert’s house gave
evidence of his having interests that she shared, if only in their broadest categories —
art, games, books, music — struck her as a reassuring endorsement of her choice.

As she thought this, she saw that Robert was watching her closely, observing
the impression the room had made. And, as though fear weren’t quite ready to release
its hold on her, she had the brief wild idea that maybe this was not a room at all but a
trap meant to lure her into the false belief that Robert was a normal person, a person
like her, when in fact all the other rooms in the house were empty, or full of horrors:
corpses or kidnap victims or chains. But then he was kissing her, throwing her bag
and their coats on the couch and ushering her into the bedroom, groping her ass and
pawing at her chest, with the avid clumsiness of that first kiss.

The bedroom wasn’t empty, though it was emptier than the living room; he
didn’t have a bed frame, just a mattress and a box spring on the floor. There was a
bottle of whiskey on his dresser, and he took a swig from it, then handed it to her and
kneeled down and opened his laptop, an action that confused her, until she
understood that he was putting on music.

Margot sat on the bed while Robert took off his shirt and unbuckled his pants,
pulling them down to his ankles before realizing that he was still wearing his shoes
and bending over to untie them. Looking at him like that, so awkwardly bent, his
belly thick and soft and covered with hair, Margot recoiled. But the thought of what it
would take to stop what she had set in motion was overwhelming; it would require an
amount of tact and gentleness that she felt was impossible to summon. It wasn’t that
she was scared he would try to force her to do something against her will but that
insisting that they stop now, after everything she’d done to push this forward, would
make her seem spoiled and capricious, as if she’d ordered something at a restaurant
and then, once the food arrived, had changed her mind and sent it back.

She tried to bludgeon her resistance into submission by taking a sip of the
whiskey, but when he fell on top of her with those huge, sloppy kisses, his hand
moving mechanically across her breasts and down to her crotch, as if he were making
some perverse sign of the cross, she began to have trouble breathing and to feel that
she really might not be able to go through with it after all.
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Wriggling out from under the weight of him and straddling him helped, as did
closing her eyes and remembering him kissing her forehead at the 7-Eleven.
Encouraged by her progress, she pulled her shirt up over her head. Robert reached up
and scooped her breast out of her bra. This was uncomfortable, so she leaned
forward, pushing herself into his hand. He got the hint and tried to undo her bra, but
he couldn’t work the clasp, his evident frustration reminiscent of his struggle with the
keys, until at last he said, bossily, “Take that thing off,” and she complied.

The way he looked at her then was like an exaggerated version of the
expression she’d seen on the faces of all the guys she’d been naked with, not that
there were that many — six in total, Robert made seven. He looked stunned and stupid
with pleasure, like a milk-drunk baby, and she thought that maybe this was what she
loved most about sex — a guy revealed like that. Robert showed her more open need
than any of the others, even though he was older, and must have seen more breasts,
more bodies, than they had — but maybe that was part of it for him, the fact that he
was older, and she was young.

As they kissed, she found herself carried away by a fantasy of such pure ego
that she could hardly admit even to herself that she was having it. Look at this
beautiful girl, she imagined him thinking. She’s so perfect, her body is perfect,
everything about her is perfect, she’s only twenty years old, her skin is flawless, I
want her so badly, I want her more than I’ve ever wanted anyone else, I want her so
bad I might die.

He made that sound again, that high-pitched feminine whine, and she wished
there were a way she could ask him not to do that, but she couldn’t think of any. Then
his hand was inside her underwear.

And then he asked, urgently, “Wait. Have you ever done this before?”

The night did, indeed, feel so odd and unprecedented that her first impulse was
to say no, but then she realized what he meant and she laughed out loud.

She didn’t mean to laugh; she knew well enough already that, while Robert
might enjoy being the subject of gentle, flirtatious teasing, he was not a person who
would enjoy being laughed at, not at all. But she couldn’t help it. Losing her virginity
had been a long, drawn-out affair preceded by several months’ worth of intense
discussion with her boyfriend of two years, plus a visit to the gynecologist and a
horrifically embarrassing but ultimately incredibly meaningful conversation with her
mom, who, in the end, had not only reserved her a room at a bed-and-breakfast but,
after the event, written her a card. The idea that, instead of that whole involved,
emotional process, she might have watched a pretentious Holocaust movie, drunk
three beers, and then gone to some random house to lose her virginity to a guy she’d
met at a movie theatre was so funny that suddenly she couldn’t stop laughing, though
the laughter had a slightly hysterical edge.

“I’m sorry,” Robert said coldly. “I didn’t know.”

Abruptly, she stopped giggling.

“No, it was ... nice of you to check,” she said. “I’ve had sex before, though. I’'m
sorry I laughed.”
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“You don’t need to apologize,” he said, but she could tell by his face, as well
as by the fact that he was going soft beneath her, that she did.

“I’m sorry,” she said again, reflexively, and then, in a burst of inspiration, “I
guess [’m just nervous, or something?”

He narrowed his eyes at her, as though suspicious of this claim, but it seemed
to placate him. “You don’t have to be nervous,” he said. “We’ll take it slow.”

Yeah, right, she thought, and then he was on top of her again, kissing her and
weighing her down, and she knew that her last chance of enjoying this encounter had
disappeared, but that she would carry through with it until it was over. She felt a
wave of revulsion that she thought might actually break through her sense of pinned
stasis. She imagined herself from above, naked and spread-eagled with this fat old
man, and her revulsion turned to self-disgust and a humiliation.

During sex, he moved her through a series of positions with brusque efficiency,
flipping her over, pushing her around, and she felt like a doll again, as she had
outside the 7-Eleven, though not a precious one now — a doll made of rubber, flexible
and resilient, a prop for the movie that was playing in his head. At last, he shuddered,
and collapsed on her like a tree falling, and, crushed beneath him, she thought,
brightly, This is the worst life decision I have ever made! And she marvelled at
herself for a while, at the mystery of this person who’d just done this bizarre,
inexplicable thing.

After a short while, Robert got up and hurried to the bathroom in a bow-legged
waddle, clutching the condom to keep it from falling off. Margot lay on the bed and
stared at the ceiling, noticing for the first time that there were stickers on it, those
little stars and moons that were supposed to glow in the dark.

Robert returned from the bathroom and stood silhouetted in the doorway.
“What do you want to do now?” he asked her.

“We should probably just kill ourselves,” she imagined saying, and then she
imagined that somewhere, out there in the universe, there was a boy who would think
that this moment was just as awful yet hilarious as she did, and that sometime, far in
the future, she would tell the boy this story and the two of them would collapse into
each other’s arms and laugh and laugh — but of course there was no such future,
because no such boy existed, and never would.

So instead she shrugged, and Robert said, “We could watch a movie,” and he
went to the computer and downloaded something; she didn’t pay attention to what.
For some reason, he’d chosen a movie with subtitles, and she kept closing her eyes,
so she had no idea what was going on. The whole time, he was stroking her hair and
trailing light kisses down her shoulder, as if he’d forgotten that ten minutes ago he’d
thrown her around as if they were in a porno.

Then, out of nowhere, he started talking about his feelings for her. He talked
about how hard it had been for him when she went away for break, not knowing if
she had an old high-school boyfriend she might reconnect with back home. During
those two weeks, it turned out, an entire secret drama had played out in his head, one
in which she’d left campus committed to him, to Robert, but at home had been drawn
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back to the high-school guy, who, in Robert’s mind, was some kind of brutish,
handsome jock, not worthy of her but nonetheless seductive by virtue of his position
at the top of the hierarchy back home in Saline. “I was so worried you might, like,
make a bad decision and things would be different between us when you got back,”
he said. “But I should have trusted you.” My high-school boyfriend is gay, Margot
imagined telling him. We were pretty sure of it in high school, but after a year of
sleeping around at college he’s definitely figured it out. In fact, he’s not even a
hundred per cent positive that he identifies as a man anymore; we spent a lot of time
over break talking about what it would mean for him to come out as non-binary, so
sex with him wasn’t going to happen, and you could have asked me about that if you
were worried; you could have asked me about a lot of things. But she didn’t say any
of that; she just lay silently, emanating a black, hateful aura, until finally Robert
trailed off. “Are you still awake?” he asked, and she said yes, and he said, “Is
everything O.K.?”

“How old are you, exactly?” she asked him.

“I’m thirty-four,” he said. “Is that a problem?”

She could sense him in the dark beside her vibrating with fear.

“No,” she said. “It’s fine.”

“Good,” he said. “It was something I wanted to bring up with you, but I didn’t
know how you’d take it.” He rolled over and kissed her forehead, and she felt like a
slug he’d poured salt on, disintegrating under that kiss.

She looked at the clock; it was nearly three in the morning. “I should go home,
probably,” she said.

“Really?” he said. “But I thought you’d stay over. I make great scrambled
eggs!”

“Thanks,” she said, sliding into her leggings. “But I can’t. My roommate would
be worried. So.”

“Gotta get back to the dorm room,” he said, voice dripping with sarcasm.

“Yep,” she said. “Since that’s where I live.”

The drive was endless. The snow had turned to rain. They didn’t talk.
Eventually, Robert switched the radio to late-night NPR. Margot recalled how, when
they first got on the highway to go to the movie, she’d imagined that Robert might
murder her, and she thought, Maybe he’ll murder me now.

He didn’t murder her. He drove her to her dorm. “I had a really nice time
tonight,” he said, unbuckling his seat belt.

“Thanks,” she said. She clutched her bag in her hands. “Me, t00.”

“I’m so glad we finally got to go on a date,” he said.

“A date,” she said to her imaginary boyfriend. “He called that a date.” And
they both laughed and laughed.

“You’re welcome,” she said. She reached for the door handle. “Thanks for the
movie and stuff.”

“Wait,” he said, and grabbed her arm. “Come here.” He dragged her back,
wrapped his arms around her, and pushed his tongue down her throat one last time.
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“Oh, my God, when will it end?” she asked the imaginary boyfriend, but the
imaginary boyfriend didn’t answer her.

“Good night,” she said, and then she opened the door and escaped. By the time
she got to her room, she already had a text from him: no words, just hearts and faces
with heart eyes and, for some reason, a dolphin.

She slept for twelve hours, and when she woke up she ate waffles in the dining
hall and binge-watched detective shows on Netflix and tried to envision the hopeful
possibility that he would disappear without her having to do anything, that somehow
she could just wish him away. When the next message from him did arrive, just after
dinner, it was a harmless joke about Red Vines, but she deleted it immediately,
overwhelmed with a skin-crawling loathing that felt vastly disproportionate to
anything he had actually done. She told herself that she owed him at least some kind
of breakup message, that to ghost on him would be inappropriate, childish, and cruel.
And, if she did try to ghost, who knew how long it would take him to get the hint?
Maybe the messages would keep coming and coming; maybe they would never end.

She began drafting a message — Thank you for the nice time but I'm not
interested in a relationship right now — but she kept hedging and apologizing,
attempting to close loopholes that she imagined him trying to slip through (“/t’s O.K.,
I'm not interested in a relationship either, something casual is fine!”), so that the
message got longer and longer and even more impossible to send. Meanwhile, his
texts kept arriving, none of them saying anything of consequence, each one more
earnest than the last. She imagined him lying on his bed that was just a mattress,
carefully crafting each one. She remembered that he’d talked a lot about his cats and
yet she hadn’t seen any cats in the house, and she wondered if he’d made them up.

Every so often, over the next day or so, she would find herself in a gray,
daydreamy mood, missing something, and she’d realize that it was Robert she
missed, not the real Robert but the Robert she’d imagined on the other end of all
those text messages during break.

“Hey, so it seems like you’re really busy, huh?” Robert finally wrote, three
days after they’d fucked, and she knew that this was the perfect opportunity to send
her half-completed breakup text, but instead she wrote back, “Haha sorry yeah” and
“I’ll text you soon,” and then she thought, Why did I do that? And she truly didn’t
know.

“Just tell him you’re not interested!” Margot’s roommate, Tamara, screamed in
frustration after Margot had spent an hour on her bed, dithering about what to say to
Robert.

“I have to say more than that. We had sex,” Margot said.

“Do you?” Tamara said. “I mean, really?”

“He’s a nice guy, sort of,” Margot said, and she wondered how true that was.
Then, abruptly, Tamara lunged, snatching the phone out of Margot’s hand and
holding it far away from her as her thumbs flew across the screen. Tamara flung the
phone onto the bed and Margot scrambled for it, and there it was, what Tamara had
written: “Hi, I'm not interested in you stop texting me.”

“Oh, my God,” Margot said, finding it suddenly hard to breathe.
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“What?” Tamara said boldly. “What’s the big deal? It’s true.”

But they both knew that it was a big deal, and Margot had a knot of fear in her
stomach so solid that she thought she might retch. She imagined Robert picking up
his phone, reading that message, turning to glass, and shattering to pieces.

“Calm down. Let’s go get a drink,” Tamara said, and they went to a bar and
shared a pitcher, and all the while Margot’s phone sat between them on the table, and
though they tried to ignore it, when it chimed with an incoming message they
screamed and clutched each other’s arms.

“I can’t do it — you read it,” Margot said. She pushed the phone toward
Tamara. “You did this. It’s your fault.”

But all the message said was “0O.K., Margot, I am sorry to hear that. I hope I
did not do anything to upset you. You are a sweet girl and I really enjoyed the time
we spent together. Please let me know if you change your mind.”

Margot collapsed on the table, laying her head in her hands. She felt as though
a leech, grown heavy and swollen with her blood, had at last popped off her skin,
leaving a tender, bruised spot behind. But why should she feel that way? Perhaps she
was being unfair to Robert, who really had done nothing wrong, except like her, and
be bad in bed, and maybe lie about having cats, although probably they had just been
in another room.

But then, a month later, she saw him in the bar — her bar, the one in the student
ghetto, where, on their date, she’d suggested they go. He was alone, at a table in the
back, and he wasn’t reading or looking at his phone; he was just sitting there silently,
hunched over a beer.

She grabbed the friend she was with, a guy named Albert. “Oh, my God, that’s
him,” she whispered. “The guy from the movie theatre!” By then, Albert had heard a
version of the story, though not quite the true one; nearly all her friends had. Albert
stepped in front of her, shielding her from Robert’s view, as they rushed back to the
table where their friends were. When Margot announced that Robert was there,
everyone erupted in astonishment, and then they surrounded her and hustled her out
of the bar as if she were the President and they were the Secret Service. It was all so
over-the-top that she wondered if she was acting like a mean girl, but, at the same
time, she truly did feel sick and scared.

Curled up on her bed with Tamara that night, the glow of the phone like a
campfire illuminating their faces, Margot read the messages as they arrived:

“Hi Margot, I saw you out at the bar tonight. I know you said not to text you
but I just wanted to say you looked really pretty. I hope you’re doing well!”

“I know I shouldn’t say this but I really miss you”

“Hey maybe I don’t have the right to ask but I just wish you’d tell me what it is
I did wrog”

“*wrong”

“I felt like we had a real connection did you not feel that way or...”

“Maybe I was too old for u or maybe you liked someone else”

“Is that guy you were with tonight your boyfriend”
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“999”

“Or 1s he just some guy you are f*king”

“Sorry”

“When u laguehd when I asked if you were a virgin was it because you’d f*ked
SO many guys”

“Are you f*king that guy right now”

“Are you”

“Are you”

“Are you”

“Answer me”

“Whore.”

(The New Yorker. December 4, 2017)

ASSIGNMENTS

1. Find the English equivalents of the following words and word
combinations.

BooOpakaemasi BIIFOOJIEHHOCTh; OOpaTUTh BHUMAaHWE HA (IMPT; HCIBITHIBATH
TPYAHOCTH, TPOJOIDKAs dYTO-IMOO B TIPEXKHEM JyXe; BBITIIAAETh HEMHOTO
OpUIYypPKOBATO;, TOCTATh CMAIMK; BECTH ce0si JepraHo W HEPBO3HO; KOHYUTHCS
Heynadel (CJI.: HaKpBITBCSA MEIHBIM Ta30M); TYCOBaThCS; W3BICKAHHBIA BKYC;
oOHazeXMBaollee  MOATBEP)KACHWE  COOCTBEHHOTO  BBIOOPA;  JUIMTENBHOE,
3aTsSHYBIIEECS JEN0; OMPECIICHHO BBIICHUTH (CJI.: TPOCEYb); TMOJHATH TEMYy Ha
o0CyXJIeHHE C KeM-IM00; HEOXKHIaHHO OpPOCUTH KOro-Iu00; >KMBOT CKPYTHJIO OT
cTpaxa

2. Find the Russian equivalents of the following words and word
combinations. Describe the situations in which they are used.

Drum up; the exchange would die out altogether; stop fooling around; feel a
jab of anxious yearning; to be surprisingly hard to pin down; make sb. feel
uncomfortable around sb.; a sophomore; to cut the date short; to feel like a kind of
irresistible temptation; to be so completely on someone else’s turf; a handsome jock;
to vibrate with fear; overwhelmed with a skin-crawling loathing; on the other end of
all those text messages; erupt in astonishment

3. Read the following sentences. Each of them contains a simile’'. Can you
say what effect they produce on you as a reader?

e She still didn’t know much about him, because they never talked about anything
personal, but when they landed two or three good jokes in a row there was a kind
of exhilaration to it, as if they were dancing.
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e The effect of this on him was palpable and immediate, and she felt as if she were
petting a large, skittish animal, like a horse or a bear, skillfully coaxing it to eat
from her hand.

e After everything she’d done to push this forward, would make her seem spoiled
and capricious, as if she’d ordered something at a restaurant and then, once the
food arrived, had changed her mind and sent it back.

e She felt as though a leech, grown heavy and swollen with her blood, had at last
popped off her skin, leaving a tender, bruised spot behind.

Note 1. Simile is an explicit comparison between two unlike things through the use of
connecting words, usually “like” or “as.” Other connecting words are — as if, as
though; words that imply comparison (look, seem, resemble); forms of the
conjunctive mood (might, could: She might have been a ghost for all that noise she
made). Simile possesses a great illustrative force because it creates a certain image
which arouses a certain association. That’s why writers resort to similes when they
need to describe abstract things. One of literature’s purposes is to help better explain
the world around us, and the technique of simile is one of those ways in which we are
able to see things in a new way.

4. Questions for discussion:

1. Why do you think Margot spent several weeks texting Robert instead of
going out on a date with him?

2. Did the image of Robert Margot created fit the real guy when they met at the
7-Eleven?

3. What do you think made Margot think she had a crush on Robert?

4. Was their movie theatre trip a disaster? Why do you think so?

5. Why did Margot agree to go to Robert’s place?

6. What did Margot’s reading of Robert’s thoughts lead to? Do you think she
was right playing that guessing game?

7. Did Margot regret taking things too far on their date?

8. Did Margot’s friend help her, or she did Margot a disservice? Why do you
think so?

9. What do you think of Robert’s behavior after the breakup message and a
month later when he met Margot in a bar?

10. Why do you think the story ended like that?

11. What do think about the title of the story? Did the author drop a hint to the
reader?
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UNIT 4

COHABITATION
WARM-UP

Discussion

Do you think living together before marriage is a good idea? Why? Why not?
What could be the reasons for the couple to move in together?

What kind of problems can arise in such a relationship?

What problems can it help to avoid?

Do you think it is easy for cohabiting couples to split up?

Have you or people you know tried cohabiting? Share the experience.

What advice would you give to your friends who plan to move in together?

TEXT A

1. Read the text and say whether the author is for or against cohabitation.
What made you think so?

Living Together Before Marriage: A Good Idea?
Why some cohabitating couples thrive while others crash and burn

By ASK MONICA

Living together is a steadily growing trend that is now the norm for 60 percent
of today’s unmarried couples. Cohabitation no longer carries the stigma that it did in
years past: In the 1960s, only 10 percent of couples reported living together pre-
marriage. Research shows that one out of four women will live with a man by age 20
and three out of four women will live with a man by age 30. As far as divorce rates
go, couples who live together but are committed in terms of an engagement and
future wedding date have a higher chance of staying married as opposed to those who
live together uncommitted prior to getting married.

So how does one decide whether to take this step or not with their significant
other?

There are many pros and cons to co-habitation. Couples must decide what
works best for them. Living together is a fair test of what married life will be like. As
a couple, you now need to think about who is responsible for the rent versus the
utilities versus the groceries, as well as who is in charge of cooking, throwing out the
trash, and doing the laundry. Add to this questions like whether you can put up with
your lover’s peculiarities. Does her method of brushing her teeth make you grind
yours?

On the bright side, you’ll get to know each other on a deeper level, or so the
hope is. All of the good, bad and ugly' will be revealed. The more far-reaching issues —
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such as your mate’s desire to have children or not, or what your love’s long-term
goals are — will come to light quickly while living under the same roof versus mere
dating. Additionally, the dynamics of both sets of extended families and how they
impact your relationship will be in the forefront of all discussions as you approach
each and every holiday! Negotiation skills will surely be tested.

Once in the position of living together, couples find that breaking up is like a
divorce in some ways ... though certainly easier and less costly. Of course, there’s
the splitting of the furniture and appliances and, naturally, the decision of who gets to
stay in the apartment or house. Hopefully no lawyers will need to be involved. In
most cases, the only custody issues would pertain to a cat, dog or ferret. (Not to say
that those sorts of arguments can’t get ugly.)

When an older couple or a couple who has been married before choose to live
together, the decision to do so falls into a different category entirely. Although some
do want the security of marriage, most realize that the piece of paper did not make
them happy or keep them in the union round one, so such things don’t matter as much
in round two. If children are involved, melding the Brady Bunch® legally is a huge
decision since second marriages have an even higher failure rate than first ones, and
this breakup would affect so many more people. As far as the older group goes there
are few reasons to tie the knot other than pissing off the kids who would prefer their
parents to remain single.

For couples considering marriage for the first time and who want children, the
legal document is more significant. To be successful when embarking on living
arrangements prior to marriage, one must be honest with one’s mate about
expectations, future plans and a timetable for wanting these goals to come to fruition.
If there is a ring on the finger and a wedding date planned, living together seems to
be a sensible way to make sure that the foundation of the relationship is strong. If you
move in together without a commitment and no clear direction, don’t be disappointed
when many years are wasted. You don’t want to be one of those angry women,
ending up freezing your eggs down the pike’, or a father throwing a football to your
six-year-old in your mid-fifties because of lost years during your youth.

(https://www.phillymag.com)

Notes

' The good, bad, ugly — are substantivized adjectives which denote generalized
or abstract notions. They are used with the definite article and have singular
agreement. E.g. The fabulous is always interesting.

? The Brady Bunch, American television situation comedy that aired for five
seasons (1969-74) ABC and became an enduring pop culture phenomenon. Though
the show was panned by critics and largely ignored by audiences during its network
run, it became wildly popular in reruns, and its namesake family has come to
represent the embodiment of the quaint wholesome middle-class American family.
The show revolved around the life of a large complex blended family, which comes
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together when Mike Brady, the father of three sons, marries Carol Martin, the mother
of three girls. The Brady Bunch became both the archetype and parody of the tight-
knit American nuclear family.

> Down the pike — "in the course of events" or "in the future". Usually used in
the expression “to come down the pike” — to happen or start to happen. E. g. This is
the lightest, brightest, and tightest movie to come down the pike in quite some time.

2. Find the English for the following:

CraOuiibHO pacTyliasi TeHJICHIHs, coOo0maTh (0 YeM-J1.), KaXXIblil 4YeTBEPTHIil,
no Opaka (3), Jydine BCero MOAXOAMT, K ... TOJaM, YTO Kacaercs, (He) CBsI3aHHBIM
o0s13aTeIbCTBAMH, KBapTIUIaTa, KOMMYHAJIBHBIE YCIYTH, MPOAYKTHI, BBIHOCHUTH
MyCOp, CKpeXeTaThb 3y0amu, pasliell UMYIIECTBA, BOMPOCHI OMEKH, OTHOCUTHCS K
JPYToi KaTerOpHUH, YCIIOBUS MPOKUBAHUS, OCYIIICCTBIATH MEUTHI, ChEXaThCS.

3. Find in the text words and expressions that mean the same:

In the past years, honest, responsible for, to tolerate smth., optimistic,
disclosed, consequential problems, durable objectives, to become apparent, to apply
to/refer to, first time/second time, to combine/unite, to get hitched, to aggravate, to
start smth. big or important.

4. Find in the text sentences with the verb “to commit” and its cognates.
Translate the sentences into Russian.

5. Translate into English using words and word combinations from tasks I
and IIL.

1. Bomumo3uTuB — 3TO CTAOWJIBHO pacTymias TEHACHIUS NPUHUMATh Teja
JAPYTHX JTIOJCH TaKUMH, KAKUE OHH €CTh.

2. Coobmaercst o 10 nmponaBimux 6€3 BECTH MOCJIE yparaHa.

3. Ompoc TmoOKaszaJl, 4YTO KaXKIbIA TATBIM POCCUSHUH HE IOJIb3yeTCs
UHTEPHETOM.

4. Haxonery To, KaK B IPOLLIbIE TOJbI, BCSI CEMbsl cOOpaiach 3a OJTHUM CTOJIOM.

5. MHorue >keHIIMHBI 1moa 30 BMaJarOT B MaHWKY, Iojlaras, 4To €ClId He
BEIAYT 3aMyXk K 30 rogam, To MX Me4Ta O 3aMY)KECTBE HUKOT/Ia HE OCYIIECTBUTCS.

6. Ecnmu y Hac ¢ mepBoro pasa He MOJYYHJIOCh PEUIUTh BOMPOCHI ONEKH, TAe
TapaHTHs, YTO MOJYIUTCS CO BTOPOTO?

7. llpexyae dYeM TMPUHATH pPEIICHUE BCTYNUTh B Opak, JIydile 3apaHee
pa3nenuTh 0053aHHOCTHU: KTO OyJeT OTBeuYaTh 3a CTUPKY, TOTOBKY, BRIHOC MYCOpa,
OIUIaYMBATh APCHIY U KOMMYHATBHBIC YCITYTH.

8. Mens Gecurt, Kak Thl CKpexenienib 3yoamMu Bo cHe. Sl He coOuparock OoJibliie
C 9THM MHUPHUTHCA.

9. HemHorue mapbl, Korja pemiaroT CcbhbeXaThCs, OOCYKIAIOT TaKHUe HaJeKo
UIYIIME BOMPOCHI KaK KOJMYECTBO JCTCH WM OTHOIICHHE CBOMX CEMEH K WX
OTHOIICHUSM.

59



10. Yxe uyepe3 HECKOJNBKO HEJEIb COBMECTHOIO IPOXKUBAHUS B TBOEM
MapTHEPE NMPOSIBUTCS BCE XOPOUIEE U IIIIOXOE.
11. B aTom cemecTpe Haila KOMaHAa IPUCTYNAET K HOBOMY ITPOEKTY.

6. Answer the questions.

1. What is the percentage of today’s couples ready to cohabit? How did it
change in the last 60 years?

2. Which couples have a higher chance of staying married?

3. What can serve as a fair test of what married life will be like? What do you
have to think about as a couple?

4. Is the author of the article optimistic about cohabiting? What makes you
think so?

5. What will come to light while living under the same root?

6. What may test your negotiation skills in cohabiting?

7. What issues does the cohabiting couple have to consider in case of breakup?

8. What prevents older couples from tying the knot for the second time?

9. What in the author’s opinion can be an unusual reason to get married for
older couples?

10. What must one be honest about with one’s mate prior to marriage?

11. What are the possible dangers for people entering a relationship without a
commitment and no clear direction?

IDEAS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

1. Below are some opinions on cohabiting. Do you agree with these points of
view? Comment upon them.
e [t can provide a chance for shared life without a shared bank account.
There is no less strength of commitment in living together that in marriage.
Once you’ve been divorced you are more cautious about things.
“I am a free spirit. I need my space. I think I don’t want to be tied down.”
There is less sexual fidelity between cohabiting partners.
Cohabiting couples tend to make fewer financial investments together.
By living together before getting married, you go from paying two rents or
mortgages to one; from two sets of utilities to one; from two sets of housing
maintenance costs to one.
e C(Cohabitation empowers people to know whether they are fit for each other
sexually, emotionally and economically.
e C(Cohabiting couples can easily break their commitment at whatever time they
need.
e “Easy come, easy go” — cohabitation comes to a dead end due to the lack of a
written and legal commitment.
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2. One can agree that each step in our courtship is laid down in social ritual.
But what is bad about it? Can you give any arguments for the establishment of
marriage now that the divorce rate is rising, the number of couples living together
without a marriage licence is increasing?

Here are some key words to use in your discussion. Contribute ideas of your
own.

FOR MARRIAGE

1. A family is the basic unit of society.

2. Divorce should be harder to get.

3. A good marriage contributes to personality development.

4. It is not marriage that fails, it is people that fail.

5. Cohabiting parents are three times more likely to split up than married
parents. Children are the main victims.

AGAINST MARRIAGE

1. Social attitudes and behaviour are changing. There's no such thing as
society. Only men and women.

2. The divorce rate is rising.

3. One cannot write love into a legal document.

4. Marriage is not a word, it's a sentence.

5. The birth of a child to a single woman gives a purpose in life.

TEXT B

1. Scan the text below.

a) Explain the meaning of the underlined words and phrases paying
attention to the context.

b) Rephrase the underlined words and phrases.

The Marriage Problem: Why Many Are Choosing Cohabitation Instead
By Alice G. Walton

There are plenty of health benefits to marriage that those just living with a
partner don't have, but we're afraid of the possibility of collapse.

Marriage is a big commitment, there's no doubt about it. It's natural to be a
little nervous before jumping in. But the trends and recent studies suggest that more
people today seem not only anxious about the prospect of marriage, they are
shunning it. Of the various ways in which one can forge a family (marriage,
cohabitation, or having a child without being married), cohabitation has become the
most common.

One reason for this increased interest in cohabitation over marriage may not be
the fear of the union itself, so much as a concern for the possibility of its collapse. In
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other words, it may be the looming prospect of divorce that's driving more people to
choose the question "Will you move in with me?" over "Will you marry me?"

At the same time, research continues to show that marriage has measurable
benefits, both mental and physical over cohabitation. This is particularly true as one
ages. Since it doesn't seem as though the marriage rate will turn around any time
soon, we have to wonder how to reconcile the fact that young people are declining to
marry while older people are reaping its benefits.

NO ONE WANTS A KIM KARDASHIAN MARRIAGE

Young people voice a number of concerns about getting married, and these
concerns may drive them to cohabitate rather than marry. In fact, when quizzed about
the benefits they see in living together vs. getting married, people who opt for
cohabitation over marriage tend to cite the fear of divorce as the central reason not to
get married.

We've known for a number of years that young people have concerns about
their ability to maintain in a successful marriage. For example, among high school
seniors in the late '90s, about 40 percent felt that if they did marry, they were not
convinced that they would stay married to the same person throughout their whole
lifetime.

Similarly, among adults, many people choose cohabitation as a way to test-
drive the relationship before getting married. Others fear marriage in a larger sense,
and opt to live together instead of tying the knot at all. Even people who have no
personal experience with divorce (say, of their parents or friends) are concerned
about it happening to them.

So why are they worried? "That may be because there are so many high profile
stories about divorce — the Kim Kardashians, and J. Lo," says Sharon Sassler,
associate professor in the Department of Policy Analysis and Management at Cornell
University. Sassler studies people's attitudes toward marriage and divorce.

What also doesn't help is the media's constant repetition of the statistic that one
out of two marriages is destined to fail, she says, since this statistic is inaccurate:
Divorce rates have been declining over the last 20 years. "It seems that the
contentious nature of how relationships are portrayed worry today's young adults,"
Sassler says. How the media may affect our perceptions of marriage has not been
worked out, but given the fact that it's the unhappy rather than the happy endings that
are typically brought to our attention, it seems possible that this may have something
to do with our changing beliefs about marriage itself.

Fear of Fallout: Economic to Emotional

No one embraces the idea of divorce, but until recently, fear of divorce was not
generally a deterrent to marrying. What has changed? Have celebrity break-ups really
had an impact? People fear divorce for different reasons — psychological, emotional,
and economic — and whichever reason resonates with them can be enough to keep
them from getting married at all.

The Death (and Life) of Marriage in America

Sassler's own recent work has found that some people worry largely about the
emotional turmoil that could result from divorce. They feel the potential pitfalls of
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divorce make them question whether marriage is worth it. People said the legal and
financial stickiness of divorce was a "hassle," and that made them shy away from
marriage. In other words, in many of the participants' minds, the benefits of marriage
were simply not enough to counter the potential psychological and financial pain of
divorce.

To these people cohabitation offers similar benefits to marriage without the
potential pain of divorce. "If you're just living together, and if one of you decides
they want to leave..." said one participant, "you can leave and it will just be OK ...
whereas if you're married you've got to go through lawyers and attorneys, and
depending on the type of situation it is it can be an ugly divorce." Though
cohabitation may be less legally tricky to end, whether it offers the same lifelong
benefits as marriage in other important ways — emotional and physical — is still under
investigation.

Man, Woman, Rich, Poor: Patterns in How We View Marriage

Concerns about divorce are also reflected in who is likely to feel the potential
cost of ending a marriage most. Working-class people are twice as likely to raise
concerns about marriage being difficult to extricate oneself from, and women are
particularly apt to feel this way. They are also more likely to cite the legal and
financial difficulties associated with divorce, rather than emotional or social,
compared to middle-class people. Indeed, it may be more difficult to extricate oneself
from a marriage when one's salary is lower, and this concern may be more likely for
women.

Today it's the middle-class and people with more education who are getting
married more frequently — and staying married. As Sassler says, "that is a change,
since highly educated women used to be less likely to be married than women with
less than a college degree."

The changing role of men in the workplace may contribute to their preference
for cohabitation over marriage when it exists. "What has changed over the past four
decades," says Sassler, "has been men's ability to assume or play the role of primary
provider. Their wages have fallen, they are less likely than women to have a college
degree, and there are more alternatives to marriage (like cohabitation)." For men,
avoiding marriage may free them of some of the responsibilities and financial
pressures that have historically come along with marriage.

The bottom line is that both sexes, and particularly people who are less
financially stable, are more reluctant to get married than they were a few decades
ago. There are very real hardships associated with divorce, and the current economic
climate makes them scarier than they might be in easier times.

MARRIAGE HAS BIG BENEFITS FOR BODY AND MIND

Despite the fact that young people may not be getting married with the same
frequency they were, marriage still offers benefits to one's physical and mental
health. As a general rule of thumb, married people appear to have better health and
live longer than unmarried people. And the research keeps coming in to support its
benefits, particularly as we age.
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Even people who remarry after being divorced or widowed have better
physical and mental health than their counterparts who remain single (though it's still
not as good as those married for the long term). Divorce does seem to take a toll on
people's psychological and physical health, and the longer one is divorced, the greater
the negative effects on health.

Like divorce, the loss of a spouse also affects overall mental and physical
health. Widowers who remain single have more mental health problems than those
who find a new mate. Several mental health issues — depression, anxiety, sleep
problems, and "emotional blunting," in which a person experiences reduced
emotional reactions — are all more pronounced in men who do not develop another
intimate relationship after the death of their spouse, compared to men who do find a
new partner. Therefore, staying married or remarrying after the end of a first marriage
seems to offer physical and mental health benefits throughout one's life.

Does Cohabitation Measure up to Marriage?

If being married is good for health, can we say the same of cohabitation?
Unfortunately, the answer seems to be no. Jamila Bookwala, a gerontologist who
studies health, marriage, and aging at Lafayette University, says that there's a
fundamental difference between marriage and cohabitation.

"The benefits of marriage don't seem to translate to cohabitation," Bookwala
says. "People who cohabitate do not enjoy the same health benefits that come with
marriage. So we have to ask, what is it about the marital union that brings these
benefits? The answer is still unclear."

Part of the explanation may lie in differences in the quality of the relationships
of marrieds vs. cohabiters. Relationship quality is generally higher among married
people than among cohabitors, Sassler tells us — "and marital relationships are more
enduring than cohabitations." Both of these factors could explain the difference
between marriage and cohabitating when it comes to health and mental health
benefits.

Of course, marriage is not a free pass to good health. The quality of a marriage
has a lot to with the health benefits the relationship may bring. For example, if a
person's spouse is highly critical, that person is likely to suffer from more chronic
illnesses, report more symptoms of poor health, and have more physical disabilities
than those whose spouses are more positive. "It's the negative traits in one's spouse
that really affect a person's physical health," Bookwala says. "On the flip-side is
mental health. A close marriage is great for mental health."

Our Attitudes Change As the Years Roll Along

It's unclear why relationship quality would be higher in marriage than in
cohabitation — perhaps it has something to do with the implied level of commitment
that comes along with marriage. Once this is clear, older married people just don't
sweat the small stuff as much as younger people do — and this could be what explains
the health benefits of marriage they enjoy. "With older individuals," Bookwala says,
"you don't see such a great impact of the basic negative marital processes
[disagreements, poor communication, and so on] on mental health. Negative marital
processes have a bigger effect on the mental health of the younger people, and
positive marital processes are much more important to the older people."
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In other words, when you're older you enjoy the positive parts of the
relationship, and let the negative ones roll off your back. On the other hand, young
people at the beginning of their relationships tend to focus on the negative aspects,
which feeds their anxieties about marriage (and its potential end).

The differences across the ages may have something to do with the perception
of time being endless (when one is young) vs. finite (when one is older). This major
difference can make people view — and value — social interactions quite differently.
Whatever the explanation, it seems that our own changing attitudes toward marriage —
what we highlight in our own minds — may have a lot to do with the benefits we reap
from it.

TAKING A LESSON FROM THOSE WITH EXPERIENCE

There are risks involved in taking any plunge in life. And there are clearly
certain risks to marriage (namely divorce). But the overwhelming evidence suggests
that if it is a satisfying one, the pros generally outweigh the cons.

It's easy to focus on the negatives, since the unhappy and dramatic endings are
so often what are spotlighted in the media. But as in other walks of life, shifting focus
away from the risks and back to the benefits may be key. This shift in perspective —
in which the negatives become less important than the positives — seems to occur
naturally as we age, which may be why older people find so many physical and
mental benefits to marriage. So perhaps the trick is to try to change our focus earlier
in life, so that we can enjoy the same benefits without all the anxieties from a
younger age.

Relationships vary widely and deciding to marry or not is a personal choice.
But given that strong marriages seem to offer a host of benefits, avoiding marriage
because of the prospect of divorce alone may be just the kind of negative thinking
that can undermine a relationship. Though it may be easier said than done, taking the
plunge if one is interested in doing so — and taking it seriously but not too seriously —
may be worth it in the long run.

(theatlantic.com)

2. Agree or disagree with the following statements. Specify your answer.

e The reason for young people to opt for marriage over cohabitation is
financial and emotional stability.

e Both young and older people reap benefits of marriage.

e For young people, cohabitation is a way to test-drive the relationship before
getting married.

e Media coverage of celebrities’ divorces affect young people’s perceptions of
marriage.

e Marriage is a free pass to good health.

e Unlike young people, older people tend to focus on the negative aspects of
their relationship.

e Avoiding marriage because of the prospect of divorce is just a kind of
negative thinking.
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3. Questions for discussion.

1. What deters young people from getting married?

2. Why do young people opt for cohabitation?

3. Why do young people tend to see the looming prospect of divorce?

4. How different is young people’s and older people’s attitude to marriage?

5. Does the news media have a role in forming young people’s opinion about
marriage? Why (not)?

6. Why do older people not tend to shun marriage?

7. What are the benefits of marriage?

8. Do married people have less health problems? Why (not)?

TEXT C
1. Read the text and prepare a set of questions to discuss it.

No Divorce for Singles

By Art Buchwald

Being a married man, I always believed that single people living together had
the best of both worlds. Whenever I met someone with a beautiful blonde on his arm,
whom he introduced as his “roommate,” I must admit I was wild with envy.

But things are tough, even for unmarried couples — tougher in some way. I
discovered this the other day when Edgar came to see me. Edgar is 30 years old and
until his visit I always believed that he had the perfect arrangement. His “roomie”
was a sweet thing named Saralee, and they shared a lovely apartment. They had a dog
and the thing they both used to brag to me about was that they had all the benefits of
being married, without any of the drawbacks. That’s the part I envied the most.

Therefore, when Edgar told me what he came to see me about I was shocked.

“I want to break up with Saralee,” he said.

“That’s too bad. But what’s the problem?”

“I don’t know how to go about it.”

“You just tell her, I guess.”

“That’s easy for you to say,” Edgar said. “But you’re married and if you want
to break up with your wife you ask her for a divorce. Since we’re not husband and
wife what do I ask for?”

“I guess a separation,” I suggested.

“Easier said than done,” Edgar whimpered. “If I do that, she’ll want to keep the
apartment.”

“Whose apartment is it?”

“It was originally my apartment, but now she thinks it’s ours. Why should I
give up the apartment just because I don’t want to live with her anymore?”
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“I know apartments are hard to find, Edgar, but I’'m not a lawyer. When you
start talking about property settlements you should see a lawyer.”

“It won’t work. When you married people want a divorce, each of you hires a
lawyer to sort things out. Lawyers don’t want to have anything to do with single
people who are breaking up.”

“why don’t you just tell Saralee that you don’t want to live with her anymore
and you want her to get out?”

You don’t know Saralee. She looks like a lamb, but she fights like a tiger.
She’d throw all my stuff out of the window.”

“But didn’t you have some agreement when you moved in together? That if
either party wanted to quit there would be no hard feelings?”

“Of course, we did. All singles say the same thing. But after you live together
for three or four years the big words don’t mean anything. The one who is rejected
acts worse than the victim of a divorce.”

“It’s funny,” I said, “I thought the single’s life was all cream and strawberries.”

“Boy, are you dumb!” Edgar said. “I’ve put up with fits of jealousy that no
married man would stand for. When you’re married you can at least flirt around with
somebody and the other partner doesn’t get too mad with you. But when you’re living
with somebody, if you so much as dance with another person, your roomie makes
your life miserable. I’m too young to be stuck with one woman,” he said, practically
in tears.

I didn’t know how to console him. “Look, this is a crazy idea, but why don’t
you marry Saralee?”

“What would that accomplish?” he screamed at me.

“Once you’re married you can ask her for a divorce and then turn the whole
problem over to your lawyer.”

He kissed me on the head and said, “I knew you’d find a solution. I’'ll go out
and buy the wedding rings today.”

2. Complete the text below with the correct form of these words:

last contest  sign  break  splitup break down  work

In the USA couples sometimes (1) ... a contract before they get married called
a 'prenuptial agreement' which puts in writing what will happen to their money and
possessions if the marriage (2) ... It doesn't surprise me that some of these marriages
don't (3) ... long. Before it has even started, the happy couple are already planning
what to do when the marriage doesn't (4) ... . And, of course, a prenuptial agreement
only works if both partners are reasonable. But what happens if one person doesn't
want to (5) ... and (6) ... the divorce? Or what happens if someone tries to (7) ... the
contract? Well, what it really means is lots of work and money for the lawyers!

67



IDEAS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

1. In 2002, Rutgers University in the US released the results of a study which
lists the top 10 reasons men are waiting longer these days to get married. Discuss if
you think each is a valid argument.

TOP 10 REASONS WHY MEN ARE RELUCTANT
TO COMMIT TO MARRIAGE

1. They can have sex outside marriage more easily than in the past.

2. They can enjoy the benefits of having a wife by cohabiting rather than
marrying.

3. They want to avoid divorce and its financial risks.

4. They want to wait until they are older to have children.

5. They are afraid that marriage will require too many changes and
compromises.

6. They are waiting for the perfect soulmate, and she hasn’t yet appeared.

7. In the US there are few social pressures to marry.

8. They are reluctant to marry a woman who already has children.

9. They want to own a house before they get a wife.

10. They want to enjoy life as a single man as long as they can.

2. Do you think women have similar or different reasons not to marry?

3. a) What is a prenuptial (premarital) agreement? Do you think it can cement
your relationship, or would it be detrimental to the relationship? In what cases can a
prenup be useful and justified? What provisions should it include?

b) What can make people sign a postnuptial agreement? Do you plan to have
any?

4. Compose a conversation on one of the following situations:

e Your son/daughter is now 30 and you want them to settle down. Try to talk
them into it.

® You have been going out with your partner for 3 years and are looking for a
bigger commitment. Try to persuade them to think about getting married.

e Your best friend is deciding whether or not to get married. Try to talk them
into 1it.

e Your best friend is deciding whether or not to get married. Try to talk them out
of it.

e You and your partner are discussing the prenuptial agreement.

5. Render the text in English. Discuss it in class.
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HekoTopsix MyX4HMH Jyd4lne W30erarb, €CIH BBl XOTHTE BBIUTH 3aMyX.
[Icuxonoru BBACTSIOT IIECTh TUIIOB 3aKOPEHEIIBIX XOIOCTIKOB.

Kaoswcoa c60600br. OH BeeT MHTEHCUBHYIO OOIIECTBEHHYIO *u3Hb. Ha BuA
peIInTENbHBIN, yBepeHHbIH B cebe. Kaxaeie 2-3 TOoma MEHSET JEBYIIKY —
BBIHYKJICHHO, TTOCKOJIbKY HE BBIHOCHUT Ja)kKe HaMmeKa Ha KeHUThOy. llpusHaercs: B
Opake ero myraet oTka3z OT CBOOOJIbI, OH HE XOYeT HUKAKMX O(OPMIICHHBIX CBS3EH,
HO XOYEeT JIePKaTh ABEPb OTKPHITON IS IPUKITFOUCHUH.

[Icuxomoru yTBEp>KAAIOT: 3TO — OT INIyOOKOH HEYBEpEHHOCTH B cebe.

Cmpax ocnooscrenuti. MHOTO JIET BCTpeUaeTcsl C ACBYIIKON U yOXKIaeT ee, uTo
TaKkye OTHOLICHHMs Jydiie. A Opak — 3TO MHOXKECTBO MpooOsieM: 3aueM oHr HaMm? Ham
¥ TaK XOPOIIIO.

[Icuxomoru yTBEpKIAIOT: y TaKUX MYXKYHH MPOCTO HET YYBCTB U KA4eCTB,
KOTOpBIE HEOOXOIMUMBI JJISI )KU3HU BIBOCM.

Ilouck udeana. MHOTO JIeT BCTpEYaeTCsi C OJHOM JEBYIIIKOM — U B TO )K€ BpeMs
MO3BOJISIET cebe MUMOJIETHBIC MPHKIIOUYCHUs Ha cTopoHe. llpusHaercs: ¢ Heil MHe
XOpOII0O W MHE HE yAaeTcsl HAWTH JKCHINWHY JIyYIlle, HO JKEHY s TMPEACTaBISIO
JIPYTOM...

[Icuxonoru yTBEp»KAAIOT: OH HEAOCTATOYHO B3POCIBIA, OH OOUTCS JKEHIIHH U
BOOOIIIE HE CITIOCOOEH BIIOOUTHCS.

Kynem camocmosamenvnocmu. EMy panexo 3a TpuauaTh, MOCIEIHAS JEBYIIKA
HAMHOTO MoJio)ke. Ee mpesliecTBeHHUIBI caMU pa3pblBaiu uUX OTHomieHus. OH
CUUTAET: CEMbS — 3TO CTPYKTYypa, KOTOpasi OTpaHUYNBACT, MOJABISICT THIYHOCTb.

[lcuxomoru yTBEp)KIAIOT: BUANMO, B POIUTEIHLCKONW CEMbE OH OBLT 3a)XaT H
orpannyeH. [lo3MHO BRIPBABIIMCH M3-TIOJ 3TOTO HWra, OH Hadand cTpouth cebs. Ho
YBEpEHHOCTHU B ceOe HET, a CTpax OCTajCs.

Ilo0 mamunvim xpoiiom. Poc 6e3 orua. I'myboko mpuBsizan k matepu. Emy
kKoMpopTHO BO3Ne Hee. Ho aeBylike OH TOBOPHUT, YTO, €CIHM JKEHUTCS, MaTh HE
MEPEKUBET OJJUHOUYECTBA.

[Icuxomoru yTBEpKAAIOT: 3TO ATOM3M HEMOB3pOCIEBIIEro 4dejaoBeka. OH He
BBIpOC M HE X0ueT pacTtu. CKopee BCero, TOJIbKO CMEPTh MaTepH 3aCTaBHUT €TI0 UCKATh
APYTYIO )KCHIUHY — YXKE JKEHY.

Ckaszka 06 oxomuuxe. Yaie Bcero oH pasBefieH. Paccrancs ¢ keHOW u
paccraercs ¢ IeBYIIKaMH, IOTOMY UTO YOSKIEH: MYXYHHA — MPEXK]IC BCETO0 OXOTHHUK.
Ecnu 661 He 001IeCTBEHHOE JaBICHHUE, MYKYMHBI HE )KEHUIHCH ObI BOOOIIIE.

[Icuxomnoru yTBepkaarT: Bce 3TO OTTOBOPKH. OH XOUET CHATH C ce0s1 Jr00yIo
OTBETCTBEHHOCTh, TOTOMY YTO B TNIyOMHE AYIIN HE YBEpEH B ceOe U CBOEH cuie.

Wtax, ecnu BBl XOTUTE 3aMy’K, a Balll TapTHEP TOBOPUT O YEM-TO MOAOOHOM,
CIPOCHTE €ro MpsIMO: TOTOB JIM OH XEHUThcs? EcCiM OH BMECTO YETKOro OTBeTa
MPOAOJDKUAT PACCYKIICHUS B TOM XKe yXxe — Oerure ot Hero!

69



UNIT 5

MARRIAGE
WARM-UP

Questions for discussion:

1. Do you know many happily married couples? Why do think they are happy?

2. How important is marriage in your country? Is there any societal pressure to
get married before the age of 30?

3. What do you think is a good age to get married?

4. Comment on the quotation by Rodney Dangerfield, an American comedian
and actor: “Marriage...it's not a word, it's a sentence.”

5. Comment on the advice the following proverbs and writers give to those
who are choosing their spouse:

* Keep your eyes wide open before marriage, and half shut afterwards.

* Take a vine of a good soil, and the daughter of a good mother.

* Choose wife by your ear rather than by your eye.

* She is well married, who has neither mother-in-law nor daughter-in-law by
her husband.

* It's better to marry a shrew than a sheep.

* A fair wife and a frontier castle breed quarrels.

* An ugly wife and a lean piece of ground protect the house. (Chinese proverb)

* Chumps always make the best husbands.... All the unhappy marriages come
from the husbands having brains. (P. G. Woodhouse, 1881 — 1975)

TEXT A

1. Study the vocabulary below.

marriage 1. [countable] the legal relationship between a husband and wife
[C/U] e. g. They had a long and happy marriage. [C]

In true Hollywood style, she’s had four marriages and three face-
lifts. [C]

2. [countable] the ceremony in which two people become husband
and wife

e. g. Their marriage took place in a local church.

3. [uncountable] the state of being married

e.g. Sex before marriage is strongly disapproved of in some cultures.
[U]

Collocations

have a happy marriage / start a marriage / enter into marriage

the marriage between John and Elizabeth

his marriage into a wealthy family

her marriage to Jim
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relationship
[C]

the way in which two or more people feel and behave towards each
other

e. . Lack of trust is very destructive in a relationship.

Have you had any serious relationships in the past year?
Collocations

enjoy, have/begin, build (up), develop, establish, foster a relationship

romance [C]

a close, usually short relationship of love between two people
e. g. It was just a holiday romance.

Office romances are usually a bad idea.

Collocations

have a brief romance

relevant 1. directly relating to the subject or problem being discussed or
(to smb./ considered
smth.) 2. meaningful or purposeful in current society or culture
e. g. Is there a relevant difference between a guest marriage and an
open marriage?
Collocations
be, seem / become / consider smth., deem smth., regard smth. as, see
smth. as relevant
forge smth. to put a lot of effort into making something successful or strong so
that 1t will last
e. 2. The two women had forged a close bond.
Collocations
forge a relationship (with smb.)
loyal remaining constant in your support of smb./smth.
(to smb./ e. 2. She has always remained loyal to her husband.
smth.) Collocations
be, remain, stay loyal (to smb.)
on the verge | very near to the moment when somebody does something or
of smth. / something happens
doing smth. e. 2. The couple was on the verge of splitting up.
idiom

fallout [U]

the bad results of a situation or an action

e. g. The fallout from the scandal cost him his job.
Collocations

fallout of/from

break up to come to an end

phrasal verb | e. g. Their marriage has broken up.
Collocations
break up (with smb.)

cheating

1. an instance of rule-breaking

2. chiefly US infidelity

e.g. My moral belief is cheating is wrong.
Collocations

cheating on smb.
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mindset [C]

someone’s general attitude, and the way in which they think about
things and make decisions. Syn. outlook

Collocations

to have a different / the same mindset

terms [plural]

1. the conditions that people offer, demand or accept when they
make an agreement

Collocations

accept/dictate, negotiate, set terms

2. idiom be on good, friendly, bad, etc. terms (with smb.)

to have a good, friendly, etc. relationship with somebody

ups and the mixture of good and bad things in life or in a particular situation
downs or relationship

idiom e. g. Every business has its ups and downs.

breadwinner | a person who supports their family with the money they earn

e. 2. When the baby was born, I became the sole breadwinner.

self-sufficient

able to do or produce everything that you need without the help of
other people
e. g. She’d always seemed so self-contained, so self-sufficient.

toss aside
phrasal verb

to discard, reject, or abandon smb. or smth. (!) A noun or pronoun is
typically used between "toss" and "aside"

encounter (n)

an occasion when you meet or experience something
Collocations
one’s encounter with smb./smth.

ambiguous

that can be understood in more than one way; having different
meanings

e. 8. He liked to keep the story of his life ambiguous.

Collocations

be / remain / make smth., render smth. ambiguous

downside (n)

the disadvantages or less positive aspects of something
Collocations
consider the downside

millennial (n)

born in the 1980s, 1990s, or early 2000s

[usually

plural]

beneficial helpful, useful, or good
bachelor a man who has never married

2. Match the words in column A to their synonyms in column B.

1. ambiguous a) side-effect

2. beneficial b) attitude
3. downside c) disadvantage
4. encounter d) rendezvous
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5. fallout e) significant
6. loyal f) trustworthy
7. mindset g) uncertain
8. relevant h) useful

3. Make as many word combinations as possible with the following words.

1. accept a) a marriage
2. be b) a relationship
3. build up C) aromance

4. consider d) ambiguous
5. have ¢) downsides
6. seem f) loyal

7. start g) relevant

8. stay h) terms

4. Fill in the blanks with the words from the box.

marriage romance relevant cheating downside

relationship  forge fallout toss aside millennial

1. The Prime Minister is determined to ... a good relationship with America’s
new leader.

2. After a whirlwind ... the couple announced their engagement in July.

3. His promotion to an executive manager made him ... all his care.

4. Do you have the ... experience?

5. Keep your eyes wide open before ... and half-shut afterwards.

6. My wife is ... on me.

7. If there is one overriding perception of ..., it’s that these young people have
great expectations.

8. The other likely factor is ... from divorce, which could create jealousy or
problems with commitment.

9. The ... is that parents lose control over how their kids can spend the money.

10. This was the first sexual ... I had had.

11. She was the child of a broken ... .

12. 1 thought the connection we had was genuine, but she ... me ... like an
empty wrapper the moment she started feeling bored.

13. If the ... doesn't make you a better person, then you are with the wrong
one.

14. He's shameless about his ... and lying.

15. We're not worried about any potential ... due to your conduct.

16. The fact he's older than me is not ... .

17. The benefits speak for themselves, but it does have its ... .

18. Their holiday ... turned into a lasting ... .
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19. 1 hardly had enough time to ... a friendship before getting down to
business.

20. The generation — known as Generation Y or ... typically born in the 1980s
and early 1990s — is made up of the children of Baby Boomers.

5. Rephrase the following sentences using the words from the topical
vocabulary.

1. Her husband never knew of her infidelity.

2. They are about to dissolve their marriage.

3. The outlook of that generation was definitely more obedient than today’s.

4. Even though you all can’t see each other in person right now, video calling
makes it relatively easy to develop new bonds during these times.

5. Isabella was devoted to her husband.

6. Men were supposed to bring home the bacon.

7. There is a significant difference between the number of home births now and
ten years ago.

8. They had a brief fling a few years ago.

9. Love is sort of chance meeting. It can be neither waited nor prepared.

10. In addition to setting out conditions for getting a divorce, the Divorce Act
addresses issues such as child support, spousal support and parenting arrangements
for children in divorce cases.

11. Like most married couples we’ve had our good and bad times, but life’s
like that.

12. What he said yesterday was dubious.

13. Jess was only 12, but she was very self-confident.

14. The following reasons will assure you why an aptitude test is usefu/ to you.

6. Read the text.

Six New Relationship Types for People Who Are Disappointed
in the Traditional Marriage

In the dynamic modern world, there are more and more discussions about the
fact that the traditional type of marriage is becoming less and less relevant. But it still
seems that family — the most stable and patriarchal of traditions — hasn’t changed in
hundreds of years. However, the 21st century is forging its own path: today, the
ordinary nuclear family is not the only possible type of relationship.

Bright Side tries to research the latest trends in order to stay up to date. We
decided to find out how the traditional family might change in the upcoming years
and what new types of coupling may take the place of the traditional marriage.

1. Guest marriage
Guest marriage is becoming more and more popular. It means that two people
don’t live together and they don’t have the same everyday routine, they just meet
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each other regularly either at each other’s homes or somewhere else. Sometimes
people choose this form of marriage due to the influence of outside circumstances,
and often because of work, like when one of the spouses is offered a job in a different
country and the other one is really successful at their job in their hometown.
However, this may also be a conscious choice. For example, partners can agree to see
each other only on weekends' or several times a week. On other days, they are alone,
so they can avoid arguing over small things when they’re in a bad mood or are having
some other problems. Besides, in these marriages, people have far more personal
space and freedom.

But it is important to understand that a guest marriage doesn’t mean that people
see other people. No, they are just as loyal to each other; it is just that they don’t see
each other every day.

Of course, it is hard to actually decide to live like this because we are still
under the pressure of the traditional image about how things “should be.” However,
psychologists say that this form of marriage is especially great for older couples
whose children have already grown up and moved out. Often, through the years,
spouses have a lot of built-up irritation and tiredness, and their marriage is on the
verge of a fallout’. In order to avoid this, it is perfectly fine to try to move into
different places and try guest marriage.

Celebrities often choose this type of marriage. One of the brightest couples in
Hollywood — actress Helena Bonham Carter and director Tim Burton also prefer to
not see each other every day. In the beginning, the lived in different countries and
then they became neighbors. Yes, in the end, they did break up, but they lived in a
guest marriage for 13years and they had a son and a daughter.

One of the forms of guest marriage is when partners live together, but at a
certain point, they just move out for a certain period of time. The reasons can vary:
from tiredness to work necessity.

2. Free, open marriage

The partners in open relationships are independent and they say to each other,
“Yes, I feel good with you now, but if I can feel good with someone else, why not?”

These relationships can be open and closed. In the closed form, spouses
consider cheating normal, but they still try to make sure that their partner doesn’t
know about the other person. In the open marriage, the couple agrees in advance that
each partner can have other partners. This form supposes that the partners are
completely open: they can talk about their romances because they agreed to never lie
to each other or share each other’s emotions. However, we should mention this: it is
very rare that these relationships last very long.

For example, actress Gwyneth Paltrow and her husband Chris Martin tried
living in an open marriage that lasted for 10years and even after they broke up, they
remained good friends.

Of course, open marriages are not the right choice for jealous people or those
who have a more traditional mindset. This form of marriage is a better choice for
those who love to experiment or those who started this relationship not because of
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love, but because of some other interests: money or status. Also, in open marriages,
there is a danger that only one of the spouses is enjoying it and the other one just
accepts the terms in order to save the relationship.

3. Family, limited in time

This is a relatively new form of coupling when a marriage is only meant to last
for a certain period of time, for example, five years. After this period, the relationship
is considered to be automatically stopped and the partners have to consider all the ups
and downs, and make a decision: they either break up, they get married for some
more time, or they get married forever.

This is a good choice because the modern world is changing very fast. People
can change, their values can change, and their future plans can change. Yes, you
wanted to live your entire life with this person — with the version of this person that
you met. But what if they’ve changed and you don’t consider them attractive
anymore? Maybe, you’ve realized that you have different views of the future or
different goals. For example, one of you wants to become a parent and the other one
doesn’t.

4. Dynamic family or a union based on equal rights

The classic family where a man is the breadwinner and a woman is a housewife
is becoming a thing of the past. This form has been replaced with a relationship
where the roles of both partners are pretty much the same.

These types of marriages mean that both spouses are grown-ups and self-
sufficient people that started a marriage looking for harmony, happiness, and a
chance to develop together. So, there is nothing surprising about the fact that gender
differences inside these families are no longer visible and that these relationships are
based on teamwork. If both spouses are building their careers and earning pretty
much the same money, it is only fair to separate the duties around the house. Besides,
as women today are sometimes able to earn more than men, it is often the case where
the father takes maternity leave and raises the children. Of course, this tendency is
not very popular in lesser-developed countries.

These marriages are also called dynamic. In the center of this family
construction, there is always the individuality of each partner. Nothing limits you
except your own choices. You are the one designing a comfortable lifestyle for
yourself: you can take some rules from the traditional family and some older norms
can be tossed aside or transformed.

5. Virtual reality relationships
This may sound a bit weird, but this relationship format may become a real
trend. Modern technology allows us to build and support long-distance relationships.
This is something like a guest marriage but without the real-life encounters, when all
the communication happens in the virtual world. More than that, with the
development of artificial intelligence, it has become possible to have a virtual
girlfriend that acts like a real person.
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It’s fair to say that the 21st century is ambiguous: on the one hand, we have a
lack of communication and we miss relationships; and on the other hand, we have
higher levels of anxiety when we actually start a relationship. Maybe, we are just
scared of fully trusting a different person and losing our freedom and independence.
So, a virtual relationship can help if you want to have someone close, but you are not
ready to give them all of the free time you have. You can choose how often you meet
and how often you talk.

The obvious downsides of such relationships are the inability to feel the other
person and the lack of physical contact. But modern young people are generally
careless about sex and they start having sex later and less often than millennials.

By the way, the fact that we now spend far too much time on social media and
in virtual reality, has led to the appearance of many new terms.

For example, today, micro-cheating is very popular: it’s when you like the
photos of ex-partners or when you have long, secret texts with people you know and
your colleagues. Also, there is a thing called orbiting — it’s when one person has
someone else on their orbit: they watch their stories, they write comments, but they
never send personal texts and never actually talk to them in real life. Finally, the 21st
century brought us a new special type of relationship, called situationship. This
means that you are not an actual couple, you are friends but both of you realize that
you are having something a bit more than friendship.

6. Singles

Singles are the people who consciously chose to be alone. Today, people have
families not because it is considered to be normal or because it is economically
beneficial, but because they want to. And some people may find it more comfortable
to live alone without any relationship or children. In the past, people couldn’t do that
because it was economically impossible, and today, statistics show that the number of
bachelors is increasing in many countries.

The advantage of not having a family is your ability to focus on other
important things: science, art, traveling. This is probably why many creative people
prefer not to be married: Jared Leto, Leonardo DiCaprio, Charlize Theron, and many
other celebrities have never been married. Also, singles have more room for freedom.
And it doesn’t mean that they can’t have short romantic relationships.

Social scientist, Eric Klinenberg, wrote a book where he explained the choice
of singles. He did hundreds of interviews with people who chose to live alone and
found proof that they had better psychological health compared to people who live in
marriage.

An unusual form of living single is sologamy which is being married to
yourself. This is a bit narcissistic, but the trend is becoming more and more popular,
especially among women. The media have covered a wedding like this of Laura
Mesi, a fitness coach from Italy, and British women Sophie Tanner and Grace
Gelder.

The main idea of sologamy is that you give yourself a ritual promise of
accepting, loving, and taking care of yourself. The people who choose this have
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ceremonies and invite guests, just as if it was a totally regular wedding but without a
partner.

(Brightside.me)

Notes

" at the weekend (British English) The office is closed at the weekend.

on the weekend (especially North American English) The office is closed on
the weekend.

on the weekend of... It happened on the weekend of 24 and 25 April.

on a weekend (British English, informal) I like to go out on a weekend.

* a fallout means “a certain fallout”. It should be noted that the use of the
indefinite article with uncountable abstract nouns is typical of literary style.

7. Questions for discussion:

1. Is there a relevant difference between a guest marriage and an open
marriage?

2. What form of marriage do psychologists say is great for older couples whose
children have grown up and moved out? Why?

3. What is the difference between open and closed relationships?

4. What is a family limited in time?

5. Is there a relevant difference between a family limited in time and a
dynamic family?

6. What is a situationship? Is it different from orbiting?

7. What people are considered singles? Why?

8. What is sologamy?

8. Discuss in pairs:

Do you see a necessity in these new forms of marriage or do you think that
nothing can replace the traditional family?

9. Study the following idioms. Think of situations in which they can be
used.

not give a hoot about to not care in the slightest (about something);

smth. to attach no importance to something

on the same page of two or more people, thinking in the same manner;
having the same general outlook or position

get smth. out of smth. to get some kind of benefit from something

turn up one’s nose to show distaste, or disregard for someone or something

commit to (doing) smth. | 1. to agree to something;
2. to devote or dedicate oneself or another to something
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sneak around to do something without someone's knowledge, esp. to
engage in romantic relationships

up the ante to increase the level of something

TEXT B

1. Bella DePaulo, PhD is an Academic Affiliate in Psychological & Brain
Sciences and an expert on single people. Read about her view on marriage and
discuss if it is different or has something in common with the previous text — Six
New Relationship Types.

7 Kinds of Marriages — and One Awesome Alternative

Don't let anyone tell you what kind of marriage to have or that you must marry.

The secret to a great marriage is deciding what you want your marriage to be
about — and don't just give me that gauzy, dreamy poetry about love. Be practical. Be
specific. For example: Maybe you just want to try it out. Or, admit it — maybe you
really do want to marry for money. Or maybe you care about the kids or about
companionship, and you don't give a hoot about the sexual intimacy. Or maybe you
know you don't want to be monogamous. Or maybe you want the most committed,
faithful, traditional version of marriage imaginable.

Whatever you want from your marriage, just be sure you are on the same page_as
your potential spouse (or your current one, if you are interested in redefining your
marriage). Then put it in writing. Make it legal. Because that's what marriage really is —
a legal contract!

If you and your spouse get out of your marriage what you two decided together
was what you actually wanted from your marriage, then guess what? Your marriage
is a success! It doesn't matter if other people turn up their noses at the kind of
marriage you choose — it's your marriage, not theirs.

Do-It-Yourself Marriages: 7 Possibilities

#1 Starter marriage: Couples want to try out marriage for a pre-determined
amount of time, without having kids. They sign legal contracts. Before the time is up,
they decide whether to split or to renew their marriage or move on to a different kind
of marriage.

#2 Companionship marriage: This is another marriage that is not about
children. Couples marry for friendship, to have someone to socialize with and to do
other things together. It is not about passion or romance.

#3 Parenting marriage: This model of marriage is all about the children. A
romantic connection need not be part of the package. Two people commit to raising
kids together and providing a great home for them. They promise to stay together
only until all of their children become independent. Of course, they can always
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decide to stay together even after that, but the forever assumption is not part of their
marital contract from the start.

#4 Safety marriage: Some people marry for money. Others marry for health
insurance or for financial security while they pursue their passions or an education or
they marry for some other instrumental reason. Don't get all judgy! It is not gold-
digging or exploitation if each spouse gets something out of the arrangement and
each explicitly agrees to it from the outset.

#S Living alone together marriage: This marriage is for people who say they
need their space, and mean it, literally. Each spouse has a place of his or her own.
They are committed to the relationship but want a measure of autonomy, too.

#6 Open marriage: Spouses have other partners but they are not sneaking
around. They are practicing "consensual non-monogamy." They want a stable
marriage but not a monogamous one. The "consensual" part means they've agreed to
it.

#7 Covenant marriage: Whereas all of the other versions of "the new 'T do"
relax the constraints or assumptions of the prevailing model of marriage, covenant
marriage ups the ante. It is only for unions of one man and one woman. The
marriages are harder to get into (premarital counseling is a requirement) and harder to
get out of (there are few legitimate grounds for divorce, and couples who do not meet
those criteria but still want to divorce have to wait two years to do so). Three states
offer covenant marriages — Louisiana, Arizona, and Arkansas.

The Awesome Alternative?

If you love living single and believe it is the best life for you even if you did
meet someone amazing, or even if you just don't want to be married right now, there
is an awesome alternative to all of those types of marriage — single life! Live it fully,
joyfully, and unapologetically!

(psychologytoday.com)

2. In pairs, discuss pros and cons of the above-described kinds of
marriages.

3. Insert the right preposition (if it is necessary) to complete the sentences
below. Translate the sentences into Russian.

1. The piece of land most suitable  this purpose was owned by Redmond
Perdy.

2. He that marries  wealth, sells his liberty.

3. A young maid married ____ an old man is like a new house thatched with old
straw.

4. Never marry  awidow unless her first husband was hanged.

5. It had never occurred  her to be faithless  Cowperwood.

6. May I have your view  the matter?
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7. Any prospects of success are barred  me here.

8. the end of his days he remained disillusioned and skeptical.

9. You were right  assuming that.

10. He prospered  business and rose to some imminence in his own
community.

11. It's rumoured that Footle is engaged fo be married  Miss Mae West.

12. She will never give her daughter  marriage  this man, and the child
will be born  wedlock.

13. If any of you know cause, or just impediment, why these two persons
should not be joined together  holy Matrimony, ye are to declare it.

14. In a few weeks or however long it took to call  the banns, she would
marry  Luke O'Neill.
15. How the students will respond depends  their maturity, general

knowledge, range of interest and command of English.

16. Whatever justice there was in releasing her, there was little logic, for one
holding my views ___ other subjects.

17. Dick was certain that Mr. Bell was right __ insisting on a fair-sized pen
show instead of a potty little table show.

18. In his mind, she had visualized "factory girls" as something very
different  what she found.

19. It is likely that you are going to wear nothing but this old skirt __ the end of
your days.

20. I blame myself every damned day  being so weak, but I couldn't help it,
I'dbeen  love  you for too long.

4. In what situations might people say that:

1. ... she married off her daughter? 2. ... he married info money? 3. ... she
remarried? 4. ... they intermarried? 5. ... she eloped? 6. ... they got engaged? 7. ... they
had the banns called? 8. ... they are newlyweds?

5. a) Match the types of marriage with their definitions, one of the
definitions matches two types.

Types of marriages

1. open marriage; 2. morganatic marriage; 3. trial marriage; 4. common-law
marriage; 5. shotgun marriage; 6. left-handed marriage; 7. arranged marriage;
8. polygamous marriage; 9. zombie marriage; 10. civil marriage; 11. religious
marriage; 12. interfaith marriage; 13. monogamous marriage; 14. mixed marriage;
15. a marriage of convenience; 16. sham marriage.

Definitions

A. one occasioned or precipitated by pregnancy;

B. a marriage in which the spouses are just going through the motions. They
might be nice to each other and keep up appearances to family and friends, but the
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truth is that the spark is long gone and they might even wonder sometimes why they
are still married to this person;

C. one performed by a government official, licensed and recognized by the
state;

D. marriage contracted for reasons other than that of love and commitment;

E. an arrangement by which a couple live together for a time to see if they are
compatible for marriage;

F. celebrated by a cleric in accordance with the recognized rites of a religion,
religious body, denomination or sect to which one or both parties to the marriage
belong;

G. the type of marriage where you have more than one spouse;

H. a marriage between people of different races or religions;

I. one which people enter without intending to create a real marital
relationship;

J. one in which the parents choose the person who their son or daughter will
marry;

K. one in which the partners are free to have close friendships or sexual
relationships with other persons;

L. a marriage without a civil or ecclesiastical ceremony, usually based on a
couple's living together continuously as husband and wife;

M. marriage between spouses professing different religions;

N. one between a man of high rank (for example a prince) and a woman of
lower rank, who remains in her lower social station, the children having no claim to
succeed to the property, titles, etc. of their father;

O. permits men and women to have only one marriage partner at a time

b) Give your arguments in favour of the institutions mentioned above or
your counterarguments.

6. Find synonyms in the following group of words.

To propose; left-handed; wedlock; wife; to get hitched; husband; spouse;
married; better half; to pop the question; morganatic; maid of honour; to get married;
matrimonial; marriage; hubby; squaw; bridesmaid

7. Which of these words would most likely replace the italicized ones?
Choose between wed; elope; break up; propose; get hitched; annul; left-hand; out
of wedlock:

1. I don't think he has given her any reason to dissolve their marriage.
2. Their marriage contract was declared invalid last month.

3. Yesterday he came to ask Julia for her hand in marriage.

4. Nowadays fewer couples get married.

5. She secretly left her home at midnight to get married.

6. The child was born when they were not married.
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7. And they contracted morganatic marriages after the princely fashion of those
days.
8. Men are April when they woo, December when they get married.

IDEAS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
1. Read the following extract and render it into English.

CoBpemenHblie GopMbI ceMbH U Opaka

Cor03 ByX JIofiell — MYKYMHBI U >KEHIIMHBI — Ha3bIBaloT Opakom. [lpexne
CEMENHBIN YKUH ObUT HE3bIOJEMBIM €KEBEUEPHUM PUTYAJIOM — Ha CTOJI HAKPBIBAJIU
TOJIKO TOT/1a, KOTJa BCcsi ceMbs Obuta B coope. Celiuac Bce MPUXOIAT B pa3HOe BpeMs
U €JISIT, KOT/1a 3aX0TAT. Y KaXJI0ro ecTh cBosi 000co0eHHasl MaJleHbKas ®U3Hb. Mup
MEHSETCS, U Mbl BCE MEHbIIIE BPEMEHU IIPOBOJIUM BMECTE, XOTS U JIIOOUM JIpYyT Apyra.
Kak crnenctBue mepemMeH MOSBISAIOTCS pa3HOOOpasHble (OPMbI CEMbH, pa3MyHbIC
BUIbl Opaka. He Bce mpuemsiembl ajii Hac, HO OHM CYIIECTBYIOT U TOATOMY
Ype3BbIYAHO UHTEPECHBI.

He3apeructpupoBannblii 6pak. Kto-To cuutaer, yto cBagpba — 3TO CKy4HO.
Yro He wuMeeT cMbIcia Joaro OeraTtb 1O MarasgHaM, Y4acTBOBaTh B
OpraHU3alMOHHBIX JeaX, TPATUTh OIPOMHBIE I€HBI'Y HAa KOCTIOMBI U MPOIYKTHI pajiu
OJIHOTO JIHS Mpa3JIHMUKA, TAKOTO K€, KaK y BceX. Takue JIou He cremaTr y3aKOHUTh
cBou oTHouieHus. Jla m kyaa toponutbes? Bces ku3Hb Brnepeau! 3To TOBOJIBHO
pacnpocTpaHeHHast popMa ceMbU BO Bcex cTpaHax. OcoOeHHO MOMYJsipEH OH y TeX,
komy 25-35 nmer. B EBpome u CIIIA Gojee MOJOBHMHBI BCEX CEMEW KUBYT, HE
3aperucTpupoBaB cBoOM oOTHomeHus. Mx wyucno pacrer B [lanuu, Hopserum u
[IIBennu, U MOJOBHHA BCEX JIETEH POXKIAIOTCS BHE Opaka, a B AHIJIUKM — MPUMEPHO
YeTBepTh. B MyCyJIbMaHCKUX CTpaHAaX TaKO€ COKUTEIBCTBO 3aIPEIICHO 3aKOHOM, a B
Wuaum sto BooOmIe TaOy. B Slmonuu takume Opaku HE OYEHb PACHpPOCTPAHEHBI —
Menbie 3% xeHuH 25-29 et npoOylOT COBMECTHYIO JKH3Hb 10 peructpanuu. B
Kanane neszapeructpupoBaHHBIX map npuMepHo 16%, B ABctpamuu — 22%. A kak
oocrosT nena B Poccun? B sTOoM cemeliHOM Bompoce Mbl moutd AorHanu EBpomy.
Kaxnpiii BTOpoH-TpeTtnii Opak TexX, KoMy He wucnoiHuioch 20 1er, He
3aperucTpUpOBaH, a Mocie 25 JeT «TpaxaaHCKUM» SBJISETCS KaXKIbIM 1eCAThIN CO03.

I'ocTeBoii Opak. B Takom Opake apyxat JoOMaMH O4Y€Hb MHOTHE €BpOINEHCKHE
MYKbsl M 3keHbl. OHM JKUBYT OTIEJBHO APYT OT JApyra Jake B 3apETrUCTPUPOBAHHOM
Opake. B onHolt numis BennkoOpuTaHUM TakuX OTAENIBHO >KMBYLIUX CYNPYTOB JBa
MuuinoHa! Cpean HUX U T€, KTO HE MOXET KUTh MOJ OJHOW KpbIIIEH B CHITY
Pa3TUYHBIX OOCTOSITENBCTB (IPYrUe pOACTBEHHUKH, YCIOBHS paObOThI, IOPUIUYECKHE
MPUYMHBI), U T€, KTO OXOTHO M CO3HATEIBHO MPHUHSAI Takoe pemieHue. PazgenbHoe
MPOYKMBAHKUE BBHIOMPAIOT JIIOJM JIFOOOT0 BO3pacTa. 3alllUTHUKU TaKOTo o0pa3a KU3HU
HA3bIBAIOT MHOXKECTBO MPEUMYLIECTB: OTHOILIEHUS HUKOI/IAa HE HAJ0€NaloT, BpeMs,
MPOBEJICHHOE BMECTE, STO BCErja IMpa3JHUK, HUKAKUX MOKYUIEHUH Ha JIMYHYIO
CBOOOJly M YCTaHOBJIEHHUE CBOUX MOPSAKOB (Ha «4yXKOi» TEPpPUTOPUHU Belellb cels
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M0 4Yy)XUM TpaBWJIaM), MUHUMYM (PUHAHCOBBIX CIOPOB M MpoOsieM... IMeHHO Tak
KU WU3BECTHBIM aMEpPUKAHCKUN akTep M pexuccep Byaum Anen m aktpuca Mmua
®sppoy — 001IHil pedeHOK U ABa 10Ma MO COCECTRY.

Henounas cembsi. Ot 10 no 20% nereir EBponibl, AMepuku, ABCTpaIMM U
Adpuku pacTyT B ceMbsX ¢ OJHUM poauTereM. CeMbs U3 MaMbl U peOeHKa — camoe
OOBIYHOE SIBJIEHUE BO MHOTUX cTpaHax. JKeHIIUHbI cTanu 0ojiee CaMOCTOSITEIbHBIMU
U HE HYXJAIOTCS B MATEpHUAIBHOW MOAJNEPKKE MYKUMHBI. B mocinenHee BpeMs Bce
Yalie NOsIBISAIOTCS CEMbH, B KOTOPBIX AETEN PACTAT U OTLBI-OJJUHOYKH.

OrpanuyeHHasi BpeMeHeM ceMbsl. B Takoil cembe Opak 3akitoyaercs Ha
ONPENIEICHHOE BpEMs, IO HCTEUYECHHUIO KOTOPOTO OH CYHUTAETCS aBTOMATHUYECKU
pacTOpruyThiM. BbIBIIIME CYyNPYry MOABOAAT UTOTU U 000IOAHO MPUHUMAIOT PELICHHE —
paccTaTbCsl HaBCErJa Wiu MPOJIOKUTh OTHOIIEHUSI.

IIpepsiBaromuiics Opak. B Takom Opake cynpyru >KMBYT BMeCT€, HO
OCTaBIIAIOT JIJIsi ce0sl BO3MOXKHOCTh pa3beXxaThCs Ha JII0OOM oroBapuBaeMblil cpok. B
JAHHOM CITy4dae pas3be3] sSBIISIETCS HOPMOM, a HE Tpareueu sl Cynpyros.

OTtkpbiTasa cembsi. B Takoil cembe Cynpyru B TOW WM MHOM CTENEHU IO
000I0JTHOMY COTJIACHIO JIONMYCKAIOT YBJICUYECHHS U CBSI3U BHE ceMbU. DOPMBI OTKPHITON
CEMbU MOTYT OBITh pa3Hble B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT CTENEHU OTKPBITOCTH MEXAY
CyNpyraMu.

HIBeackas cembsi. OObIUHAS CEMbsI, B KOTOPOM >KUBYT HECKOJIBKO MY>KUUH U
HECKOJbKO eHIMH. [lo cymecTBy, 3TO0 HeOosblllasgs KOMMYHA, OCHOBaHHas Ha
npyx0e, cekce W XO34MCTBEHHBIX JefaX. TpyaHO cKa3aTh, CKOJIBKO B HallU JIHU
TaKMX ceMed — oQuIuaibHas CTAaTHUCTHKAa HE BEAETCS, a TPYNIOBbIE Opakud He
PETUCTPUPYIOT HU B OJHON CTpaHe Mupa. XOTS MO JaHHBIM 3THOTpa(UuecKoro
aTyiaca UCKIIOUYUTEILHO MOHOTAMHBIX COOOIIECTB B MUpE HE Tak yX M MHoro. Ha
3anazne CymecTByeT MOIIHOE JIBXKEHUE mojauamopuctoB. OT ciioBa «polyamory» —
MHO>KECTBEHHAas! JII0OOBb. YYaCTHUKU KaXKJIOTO MOJUAMOPHOI0 COI03a (€CTECTBEHHO,
OoJbIIe ABYX), COCTOAT B HEKHBIX POMAHTHMUYECKUX OTHOIICHHUSX APYT C APYTOM.
Cekc nmnmg HuUX — He riaBHoe. OTHOIIEHUs CTPOATCS HAa NPUHLMUIIAX JIOBEPHS,
TEPHIUMOCTH U KOMIIPOMHUCCA U OTPULAIOT JIFOObIE MPOSBICHUS PEBHOCTH.

MycyabMaHckas cembsi. Kak u3zBectHo, no KopaHy MykunHeE pa3peraercs
MMETh OJHOBPEMEHHO YEThIPEX K€H, HO OH 00s13aH pacIpeeliuTh MEKy HUMHU CBOE
BHHMaHHE MOPOBHY. Bo MHOrux adpukaHCKUX CTpaHax MO-MPEKHEMY CYIIECTBYIOT
rapeMbl, MHOTO)KEHCTBO TaM paspelieHo oduumanbHo. 68-netuuit xxurens Hurepuu
lexy Manamu B yects 200-netust xanudara xenuics 200-i pa3. OH npaBoBEpHBIN
MYyCYJbMaHUH M HUKOTJIa HE 3aBOAMJ OOJIbllIE YEThIpEX >KeH oJHOBpeMeHHO. [llexy
cuuTaer ceds npodheccopoM Mo YaCTH KEHUIUH U TOTOB MHUCATHh MOCOOUE ISl MY>KEH.
B WHmuu 3akoHa O NOJWraMMM HET, HO TPAgulLMHA 3aBOJMTh HECKOJIBKO KEH
coxpansitorcsa. MurepecHo, uto u B CILIA HeoduimanbHbIX MHOTOKEHIIEB MY>KUHH-
MOPMOHOB — 5%.

Cepuiinble cynpyrm OECKOHEYHO MEHSIOT CBOMX JKEH U MYXKEH «Kak
nepyatkm». IIpumepbl MOXHO Hauithu U B Mupe, U B Poccuu. Tak, xurenb
Kpacnonmapckoro kpas Anexkcannap KamutyHoB skenumscs 32 pasza. Ha oGopoTHoi
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ctopoHe Qororpaduii OH 3amUChiBal OCOOCHHOCTH KaXJOM JKEHbI, YTOOBI
OKOHYATeJIbHO HE 3a0bITh. CaMblil JIUTENbHBIA Opak — 5 JeT — ObUl y HEro ¢
IATHAALATOW MO CYETy cynpyroi. B skeHsl mojg HoMepoMm 33 TNEHCHOHEp HCKaj
KaHJIUJATKy TIOMOJOXE, 4TOObl OHa pOJWIa €My HAcleJHUKA ISl 3aBelaHus
Haxxutoro. 77-netHsast Exatepuna Jltonbko ymyapuiack moObiBaTh B Opake 28 pas.
[lo ee pacckazam Bce MYKbsl ObLIM C HEJOCTAaTKaMH: OJIMH HOCKHU pa30pachiBaeT,
JIPYrol e€cT LeNbId JeHb, TPETHH... U T. A. Tak 4TO peOEHOK y JIIOOBEOOMIHLHOM
Exarepunsl Obu1 Bcero oauH: «UTo poxkarb-To 0T HUX? Bee XITIONUKH. .. ».

TpagunuonHas cembsi. OTa popMa ceMbH, 0(hOpPMIICHHAS TPAXKIAHCKUM WIIH
LEPKOBHBIM OpakoM, 3allUIIAeT MpaBa JAETe, HO OJHOBPEMEHHO COJEPKUT MHOIO
3aIpeToB Ui CyIpyroB. TakoW TUI CEMbUM OCHOBAH Ha B3aWMHON NOAJACPXKKE U
3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH BCEX WIEHOB CEMbU B CyAb0E KaXJOro, 4YTO CO3/aeT
ONTUMAJIBHBIE YCIIOBUS JUII TapMOHUYECKOM JEATEIIbHOCTH BHYTPU CEMBHU.
OTHOIIEHUST «POJUTENN — AETU» ONHUPAIOTCA HA NMPUHLMIBI B3aUMHOTO YBaXKEHHS,
M00BU U JIpy>k0e, Ha MPU3HAHUU MPaBa KaXJA0ro UMETh CBOE COOCTBEHHOE MHEHHE U
HEKOTOPYIO aBTOHOMHUIO. He cTOMT BoCHpUHUMATh MPEUMYILIECTBO OpavyHbIX y3 Kak
AKCUOMY, MMEIOLIYI0 OTHOLICHHME K KaXKJAOMYy M3 Hac. Bbl cMO)ere oumyTuTh BCe
MpesieCTh CEeMEWHOM >KM3HU JIMIIb B TOM CJy4yae, €CIM JIIOOMMBIA YelOBEK
JIEHUCTBUTENBHO 3aX0UET CTaTh BaM onopoil. ToJbKO TOra Bel MOUYBCTBYETE ce0s HE
KaKOW-TO TaM I10JIOBUHKOW, @ CWJIBHBIM U CYACTIIMBBIM YEJIOBEKOM OTTOI'0, YTO UIETE
M0 >KU3HU PSIIOM C HAJIEKHBIM U TaKUM >K€ CHJIbHBIM NapTHEpOM. A Kakyio (hopmy
Opaka Bbl u30epere — pemarh BaM. [7aBHOe, 4YTOOBI BbI UYBCTBOBAJIU ceOs
KOM(OPTHO U OBUIM CUACTIIUBHI.

(studwood.ru)

2. In pairs, discuss what type of marriage is preferable for people of 18-25,
25-45, 45-60, 60+.

3. Imagine your life in one of the above-mentioned types of marriage. Speak
about your experience. Let your groupmates guess the type.

LITERATURE CORNER
Premium Harmony
By Stephen King
They’ve been married for ten years and for a long time everything was O.K. —

swell — but now they argue. Now they argue quite a lot. It’s really all the same
argument. It has circularity. It is, Ray thinks, like a dog track. When they argue,
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they’re like greyhounds chasing the mechanical rabbit. You go past the same scenery
time after time, but you don’t see it. You see the rabbit.

He thinks it might be different if they’d had kids, but she couldn’t. They finally
got tested, and that’s what the doctor said. It was her problem. A year or so after that,
he bought her a dog, a Jack Russell she named Biznezz. She’d spell it for people who
asked. She loves that dog, but now they argue anyway. They’re going to Wal-Mart
for grass seed. They’ve decided to sell the house — they can’t afford to keep it — but
Mary says they won’t get far until they do something about the plumbing and get the
lawn fixed. She says those bald patches make it look shanty Irish. It’s because of the
drought. It’s been a hot summer and there’s been no rain to speak of. Ray tells her
grass seed won’t grow without rain no matter how good it is. He says they should
wait.

“Then another year goes by and we’re still there,” she says. “We can’t wait
another year, Ray. We’ll be bankrupts.”

When she talks, Biz looks at her from his place in the back seat. Sometimes he
looks at Ray when Ray talks, but not always. Mostly he looks at Mary.

“What do you think?” he says. “It’s going to rain just so you don’t have to
worry about going bankrupt?”

“We’re in it together, in case you forgot,” she says. They’re driving through
Castle Rock now. It’s pretty dead. What Ray calls “the economy” has disappeared
from this part of Maine. The Wal-Mart is on the other side of town, near the high
school where Ray is a janitor. The Wal-Mart has its own stoplight. People joke about
1t.

“Penny wise and pound foolish,” he says. “You ever hear that one?”

“A million times, from you.”

He grunts. He can see the dog in the rearview mirror, watching her. He sort of
hates the way Biz does that. It occurs to him that neither of them knows what they are
talking about. “And pull in at the Quik-Pik,” she says. “I want to get a kickball for
Tallie’s birthday.” Tallie is her brother’s little girl. Ray supposes that makes her his
niece, although he’s not sure that’s right, since all the blood is on Mary’s side.

“They have balls at Wal-Mart,” Ray says. “And everything’s cheaper at Wally
World.” “The ones at Quik-Pik are purple. Purple is her favorite color. I can’t be sure
there’ll be purple at Wal-Mart.”

“If there aren’t, we’ll stop at the Quik-Pik on the way back.” He feels a great
weight pressing down on his head. She’ll get her way. She always does on things like
this. He sometimes thinks marriage is like a football game and he’s quarterbacking
the underdog team. He has to pick his spots. Make short passes.

“It’ll be on the wrong side coming back,” she says — as if they are caught in a
torrent of city traffic instead of rolling through an almost deserted little town where
most of the stores are for sale. “I’ll just dash in and get the ball and dash right back
out.”

At two hundred pounds, Ray thinks, your dashing days are over.

“They’re only ninety-nine cents,” she says. “Don’t be such a pinchpenny.”
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Don’t be so pound foolish, he thinks, but what he says is “Buy me a pack of
smokes while you’re in there. I’m out.”

“If you quit, we’d have an extra forty dollars a week. Maybe more.”

He saves up and pays a friend in South Carolina to ship him a dozen cartons at
a time. They’re twenty dollars a carton cheaper in South Carolina. That’s a lot of
money, even in this day and age. It’s not like he doesn’t try to economize. He has told
her this before and will again, but what’s the point? In one ear, out the other.

“I used to smoke two packs a day,” he says. “Now I smoke less than half a
pack.” Actually, most days he smokes more. She knows it, and Ray knows she knows
it. That’s marriage after a while. The weight on his head gets a little heavier. Also, he
can see Biz still looking at her. He feeds the damn dog, and he makes the money that
pays for the food, but it’s her he’s looking at. And Jack Russells are supposed to be
smart.

He turns into the Quik-Pik.

“You ought to buy them on Indian Island if you’ve got to have them,” she says.
“They haven’t sold tax-free smokes on the rez for ten years,” he says. “I’ve told you
that, too. You don’t listen.” He pulls past the gas pumps and parks beside the store.
There’s no shade. The sun is directly overhead. The car’s air-conditioner only works
a little. They are both sweating. In the back seat, Biz is panting. It makes him look
like he’s grinning.

“Well, you ought to quit,” Mary says.

“And you ought to quit those Little Debbies,” he says. He doesn’t want to say
this — he knows how sensitive she is about her weight — but out it comes. He can’t
hold it back. It’s a mystery. “I don’t eat those no more,” she says. “Any, I mean.
Anymore.”

“Mary, the box is on the top shelf. A twenty-four-pack. Behind the flour.”

“Were you snooping?” A flush rises in her cheeks, and he sees how she looked
when she was still beautiful. Good-looking, anyway. Everybody said she was good-
looking, even his mother, who didn’t like her otherwise.

“I was hunting for the bottle opener,” he says. “I had a bottle of cream soda.
The kind with the old-fashioned cap.”

“Looking for it on the top shelf of the goddam cupboard!”

“Go in and get the ball,” he says. “And get me some smokes. Be a sport.”

“Can’t you wait until we get home? Can’t you even wait that long?”

“You can get the cheap ones,” he says. “That off-brand. Premium Harmony,
they’re called.” They taste like homemade shit, but all right. If she’ll only shut up
about it.

“Where are you going to smoke, anyway? In the car, I suppose, so I have to
breathe it.” “I’ll open the window. I always do.”

“I’ll get the ball. Then I’ll come back. If you still feel you have to spend four
dollars and fifty cents to poison your lungs, you can go in. I’1l sit with the baby.”

Ray hates it when she calls Biz the baby. He’s a dog, and he may be as bright
as Mary likes to boast when they have company, but he still shits outside and licks
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where his balls used to be. “Buy a few Twinkies while you’re at it,” he tells her. “Or
maybe they’re having a special on Ho Hos.”

“You’re so mean,” she says. She gets out of the car and slams the door. He’s
parked too close to the concrete cube of a building and she has to sidle until she’s
past the trunk of the car, and he knows she knows he’s looking at her, seeing how
she’s now so big she has to sidle. He knows she thinks he parked close to the building
on purpose, to make her sidle, and maybe he did. “Well, Biz, old buddy, it’s just you
and me.”

Biz lies down on the back seat and closes his eyes. He may stand up on his
back paws and shuffle around for a few seconds when Mary puts on a record and tells
him to dance, and if she tells him (in a jolly voice) that he’s a bad boy he may go into
the corner and sit facing the wall, but he still shits outside.

He sits there and she doesn’t come out. Ray opens the glove compartment. He
paws through the rat’s nest of papers, looking for some cigarettes he might have
forgotten, but there aren’t any. He does find a Hostess Sno Ball still in its wrapper.
He pokes it. It’s as stiff as a corpse. It’s got to be a thousand years old. Maybe older.
Maybe it came over on the Ark.

“Everybody has his poison,” he says. He unwraps the Sno Ball and tosses it
into the back seat. “Want that, Biz?”

Biz snarks the Sno Ball in two bites. Then he sets to work licking up bits of
coconut off the seat. Mary would pitch a bitch, but Mary’s not here.

Ray looks at the gas gauge and sees it’s down to half. He could turn off the
motor and roll down the windows, but then he’d really bake. Sitting here in the sun,
waiting for her to buy a purple plastic kickball for ninety-nine cents when he knows
they could get one for seventy-nine cents at Wal-Mart. Only that one might be yellow
or red. Not good enough for Tallie. Only purple for the princess.

He sits there and Mary doesn’t come back. “Christ on a pony!” he says. Cool
air trickles from the vents. He thinks again about turning off the engine, saving some
gas, then thinks, Fuck it. She won’t weaken and bring him the smokes, either. Not
even the cheap off-brand. This he knows. He had to make that remark about the Little
Debbies.

He sees a young woman in the rearview mirror. She’s jogging toward the car.
She’s even heavier than Mary; great big tits shuffle back and forth under her blue
smock. Biz sees her coming and starts to bark.

Ray cracks the window an inch or two.

“Are you with the blond-haired woman who just came in? She your wife?” She
puffs the words. Her face shines with sweat.

“Yes. She wanted a ball for our niece.”

“Well, something’s wrong with her. She fell down. She’s unconscious. Mr.
Ghosh thinks she might have had a heart attack. He called 911. You better come.”

Ray locks the car and follows her into the store. It’s cold inside. Mary is lying
on the floor with her legs spread and her arms at her sides. She’s next to a wire
cylinder full of kickballs. The sign over the wire cylinder says “Hot Fun in the
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Summertime.” Her eyes are closed. She might be sleeping there on the linoleum.
Three people are standing over her. One is a dark-skinned man in khaki pants and a
white shirt. A nametag on the pocket of his shirt says “Mr. Ghosh Manager.” The
other two are customers. One is a thin old man without much hair. He’s in his
seventies at least. The other is a fat woman. She’s fatter than Mary. Fatter than the
girl in the blue smock, too. Ray thinks by rights she’s the one who should be lying on
the floor.

“Sir, are you this lady’s husband?” Mr. Ghosh asks.

“Yes,” Ray says. That doesn’t seem to be enough. “Yes, [ am.”

“I am sorry to say, but I think she might be dead,” Mr. Ghosh says. “I gave the
artificial respiration and the mouth-to-mouth, but . . .”

Ray thinks of the dark-skinned man putting his mouth on Mary’s. French-
kissing her, sort of. Breathing down her throat right next to the wire cylinder full of
plastic kickballs. Then he kneels down.

“Mary,” he says. “Mary!” Like he’s trying to wake her up after a hard night.

She doesn’t appear to be breathing, but you can’t always tell. He puts his ear
by her mouth and hears nothing. He feels air on his skin, but that’s probably just the
air-conditioning. “This gentleman called 911,” the fat woman says. She’s holding a
bag of Bugles. “Mary!” Ray says. Louder this time, but he can’t quite bring himself
to shout, not down on his knees with people standing around. He looks up and says,
apologetically, “She never gets sick. She’s healthy as a horse.”

“You never know,” the old man says. He shakes his head.

“She just fell down,” the young woman in the blue smock says. “Not a word.”
“Did she grab her chest?” the fat woman with the Bugles asks.

“I don’t know,” the young woman says. “I guess not. Not that I saw. She just
fell down.” There’s a rack of souvenir T-shirts near the kickballs. They say things
like “My Parents Were Treated Like Royalty in Castle Rock and All I Got Was This
Lousy Tee-Shirt.” Mr. Ghosh takes one and says, “Would you like me to cover her
face, sir?”

“God, no!” Ray says, startled. “She might only be unconscious. We’re not
doctors.” Past Mr. Ghosh, he sees three kids, teen-agers, looking in the window. One
has a cell phone. He’s using it to take a picture.

Mr. Ghosh follows Ray’s look and rushes at the door, flapping his hands. “You
kids get out of here! You kids get out!”

Laughing, the teen-agers shuffle backward, then turn and jog past the gas
pumps to the sidewalk. Beyond them, the nearly deserted downtown shimmers. A car
goes by pulsing rap. To Ray, the bass sounds like Mary’s stolen heartbeat.

“Where’s the ambulance?” the old man says. “How come it’s not here yet?”
Ray kneels by his wife while the time goes by. His back hurts and his knees hurt, but
if he gets up he’ll look like a spectator.

The ambulance turns out to be a Chevy Suburban painted white with orange
stripes. The red jackpot lights are flashing. “Castle County Rescue” is printed across
the front, only backward, so you can read it in your rearview mirror.
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The two men who come in are dressed in white. They look like waiters. One
pushes an oxygen tank on a dolly. It’s a green tank with an American-flag decal on it.
“Sorry,” he says. “Just cleared a car accident over in Oxford.”

The other one sees Mary lying on the floor. “Aw, gee,” he says.

Ray can’t believe it. “Is she still alive?” he asks. “Is she just unconscious? If
she is, you better give her oxygen or she’ll have brain damage.”

Mr. Ghosh shakes his head. The young woman in the blue smock starts to cry.
Ray wants to ask her what she’s crying about, then knows. She has made up a whole
story about him from what he just said. Why, if he came back in a week or so and
played his cards right, she might toss him a mercy fuck. Not that he would, but he
sees that maybe he could. If he wanted to.

Mary’s eyes don’t react to the ophthalmoscope. One E.M.T. listens to her
nonexistent heartbeat, and the other takes her nonexistent blood pressure. It goes on
like that for a while. The teenagers come back with some of their friends. Other
people, too. Ray guesses they’re being drawn by the flashing red lights on top of the
Suburban the way bugs are drawn to a porch light. Mr. Ghosh takes another run at
them, flapping his arms. They back away again. Then, when Mr. Ghosh returns to the
circle around Mary and Ray, they come back.

One of the E.M.T.s says to Ray, “She was your wife?”

“Right.”

“Well, sir, I’m sorry to say that she’s dead.”

“Mary, Mother of God,” the fat lady with the Bugles says. She crosses herself.
“Oh.” Ray stands up. His knees crack. “They told me she was.”

Mr. Ghosh offers one of the E.M.T.s the souvenir T-shirt to put over Mary’s
face, but the E.M.T. shakes his head and goes outside. He tells the little crowd that
there’s nothing to see, as if anyone’s going to believe a dead woman on the Quik-Pik
floor isn’t interesting.

The E.M.T. yanks a gurney from the back of the rescue vehicle. He does it with
a single flip of the wrist. The legs fold down all by themselves. The old man with the
thinning hair holds the door open and the E.M.T. pulls his rolling deathbed inside.

“Whoo, hot,” the E.M.T. says, wiping his forehead.

“You may want to turn away for this part, sir,” the other one says, but Ray
watches as they lift her onto the gurney. A sheet has been tucked down at the end of
it. They pull it up all the way, until it’s over her face. Now Mary looks like a corpse
in a movie. They roll her out into the heat. This time, the fat woman with the Bugles
holds the door for them. The crowd has retreated to the sidewalk. There must be three
dozen people standing in the unrelieved August sunshine.

When Mary is stored, the E.M.T.s come back. One is holding a clipboard. He
asks Ray about twenty-five questions. Ray can answer all but the one about her age.
Then he remembers she’s three years younger than he is and tells them thirty-five.

“We’re going to take her to St. Stevie’s,” the E.M.T. with the clipboard says.
“You can follow us if you don’t know where that is.”

“I know,” Ray says. “What? Do you want to do an autopsy? Cut her up?”
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The girl in the blue smock gives a gasp. Mr. Ghosh puts his arm around her,
and she puts her face against his white shirt. Ray wonders if Mr. Ghosh is fucking
her. He hopes not. Not because of Mr. Ghosh’s brown skin but because he’s got to be
twice her age.

“Well, that’s not our decision,” the E.M.T. says, “but probably not. She didn’t
die unattended —”

“I’ll say,” the woman with the Bugles interjects.

“—and it’s pretty clearly a heart attack. You can probably have her released to
the mortuary almost immediately.”

Mortuary? An hour ago they were in the car, arguing. “I don’t have a
mortuary,” Ray says. “Not a mortuary, a burial plot, nothing. What the hell? She’s
thirty-five.”

The two E.M.T.s exchange a look. “Mr. Burkett, there’ll be someone to help
you with all that at St. Stevie’s. Don’t worry about it.”

The E.M.T. wagon pulls out with the lights still flashing but the siren off. The
crowd on the sidewalk starts to break up. The counter girl, the old man, the fat
woman, and Mr. Ghosh look at Ray as though he’s someone special. A celebrity.

“She wanted a purple kickball for our niece,” he says. “She’s having a
birthday. She’ll be eight. Her name is Talia. Tallie for short. She was named for an
actress.”

Mr. Ghosh takes a purple kickball from the wire rack and holds it out to Ray in
both hands. “On the house,” he says.

“Thank you, sir,” Ray says, trying to sound equally solemn, and the woman
with the Bugles bursts into tears. “Mary, Mother of God,” she says. She likes that
one.

They stand around for a while, talking. Mr. Ghosh gets sodas from the cooler.
These are also on the house. They drink their sodas and Ray tells them a few things
about Mary. He tells them how she made a quilt that took third prize at the Castle
County fair. That was in *02. Or maybe ’03.

“That’s so sad,” the woman with the Bugles says. She has opened them and
shared them around. They eat and drink.

“My wife went in her sleep,” the old man with the thinning hair says. “She just
laid down on the sofa and never woke up. We were married thirty-seven years. |
always expected I’d go first, but that’s not the way the good Lord wanted it. I can still
see her laying there on the sofa.”

Finally, Ray runs out of things to tell them, and they run out of things to tell
him. Customers are coming in again. Mr. Ghosh waits on some, and the woman in the
blue smock waits on others. Then the fat woman says she really has to go. She gives
Ray a kiss on the cheek before she does.

“Now you need to see to your business, Mr. Burkett,” she tells him. Her tone is
both reprimanding and flirtatious.

He looks at the clock over the counter. It’s the kind with a beer advertisement
on it. Almost two hours have gone by since Mary went sidling between the car and
the cinder-block side of the Quik-Pik. And for the first time he thinks of Biz.
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When he opens the door, heat rushes out at him, and when he puts his hand on
the steering wheel to lean in he pulls it back with a cry. It’s got to be a hundred and
thirty in there. Biz is dead on his back. His eyes are milky. His tongue is protruding
from the side of his mouth. Ray can see the wink of his teeth. There are little bits of
coconut caught in his whiskers. That shouldn’t be funny, but it is. Not funny enough
to laugh at, but funny.

“Biz, old buddy,” he says. “I’m sorry. I forgot you were in here.”

Great sadness and amusement sweep over him as he looks at the baked Jack
Russell. That anything so sad should be funny is just a crying shame.

“Well, you’re with her now, ain’t you?” he says, and this is so sad that he
begins to cry. It’s a hard storm. While he’s crying, it comes to him that now he can
smoke all he wants, and anywhere in the house. He can smoke right there at her
dining-room table.

“You’re with her now, Biz,” he says again through his tears. His voice is
clogged and thick. It’s a relief to sound just right for the situation. “Poor old Mary,
poor old Biz. Damn it all!” Still crying, and with the purple kickball still tucked under
his arm, he goes back into the Quik-Pik. He tells Mr. Ghosh he forgot to get
cigarettes. He thinks maybe Mr. Ghosh will give him a pack of Premium Harmonys
on the house as well, but Mr. Ghosh’s generosity doesn’t stretch that far. Ray smokes
all the way to the hospital with the windows shut and the air-conditioning on. ¢

(The New Yorker, November 9, 2009)

ASSIGNMENTS
1. Explain the meaning of the following phrases.

Like a dog track; like greyhounds chasing the mechanical rabbit; we’re in it
together; all the blood is on Mary’s side; the underdog team; in one ear, out the other;
be a sport; to paw through the rat’s nest of papers; Christ on a pony!; healthy as a
horse; to play one’s cards right; (emotions) sweep over him.

2. Find the English equivalents for the following words and word
combinations. Say which of them are informal. Describe the situations in which
they are used.

Baxtep; BopuaTh, Opro3xaTh; TOOUTHCS CBOETO; cOerarh (B MarasuH); CKpsra,
KaJI0ra; TMBIXTETh; MOJCMATPUBATh, IIMHUOHUTH; JCHICBBINA, OCCIIOHTOBBIN; XOIUTH
004koM; QBIPKHYTH; 0€33BYUYHO OXHYTh; 33 CUET 3aBEJICHUS.

3. Read the following and say what the speaker’s attitude in each case is.

Modality is about a speaker’s or a writer’s attitude towards the world. A
speaker or writer can express certainty, possibility, willingness, obligation, necessity
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and ability by using modal words and expressions. Here are the main verbs we use to
express modal meanings:

Core modal verbs: can, could, may, might, will, shall, would, should, must
Semi-modals: dare, need, ought to, used to
Other verbs with modal meanings: have (got) to, be going to and be able to

(Cambridge Dictionary)

l.

2.

@ N

He thinks it might be different if they’d had kids, but she couldn’t. They finally
got tested, and that’s what the doctor said. It was her problem.

Ray tells her grass seed won’t grow without rain no matter how good it is. He
says they should wait. “Then another year goes by and we’re still there,” she
says. “We can’t wait another year, Ray. We’ll be bankrupts.”

. “I am sorry to say, but I think she might be dead,” Mr. Ghosh says. “I gave the

artificial respiration and the mouth-to-mouth, but . . .”

Mr. Ghosh takes one and says, “Would you like me to cover her face, sir?”
“God, no!” Ray says, startled. “She might only be unconscious. We’re not
doctors.”

“You may want to turn away for this part, sir,” the other one says, but Ray
watches as they lift her onto the gurney.

“Now you need to see to your business, Mr. Burkett,” she tells him. Her tone is
both reprimanding and flirtatious.

Then the fat woman says she really has to go.

He thinks maybe Mr. Ghosh will give him a pack of Premium Harmonys on
the house as well, but Mr. Ghosh’s generosity doesn’t stretch that far.

4. Read and translate the following passage: He looks at the clock over the

counter up to the end of the story.

5. Questions for discussion.

1. What was marriage for the main character? What kind of marriage was it?

2. What was the main cause of disagreements between the spouses?

3. What was the role of the dog in the story?

4. Why do you think the spouses argued about the “smokes” and ‘“Little

Debbies”?

5. What was the main character’s reaction to the death pronouncement?

6. Why did he stay in the store after his wife had been taken to the mortuary?
7. What was his reaction to the death of the dog? How can you explain it?

8. Why did the main character return to the store? How can you explain it?

6. The story is told from the husband’s perspective. Tell the story of the

behalf of the wife.

7. The wife calls the dog “baby”. Act out a dialogue between the spouses to

show their reaction to this name.

8. In pairs, discuss possible reasons why the spouses did not divorce.
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UNIT 6

CROSS-CULTURAL MARRIAGES

TEXT A

A Russian Wife for a Foreigner: There Are Problems

'Why did I decide to marry a foreigner? I couldn't find a worthy partner in
Russia and believed the myth about interesting, serious Western men. 'There are no
cheats there, they are all gentlemen,' I though thought. Actually, even abroad the
same old 'Russian’ problems — cheating and lies — are hidden behind the facade,’ says
Olga who was married to a Swede.

In most cases Russian women turn to marriage agencies for help in finding a
foreign husband. Most of these offer a one hundred percent guarantee to women
under forty with higher education, good housekeeping skills and a knowledge of
English.

Unfortunately most women do not stop to consider why these foreigners are
looking for wives in other countries. Marriage agency managers openly admit that
these are usually men over 40 with mental disorders such as schizophrenia or
alcoholism.

There exists an opinion that first in line for foreign wives are worn-out
'second-hand’ husbands-to-be, sexual athletes and ... ageing mothers searching for
permanent nannies for their sons. These are men lacking demand among the local
women.

There may also be elderly men of eighty and over who want to marry young
women. In the West with its widespread emancipation, such a suitor could possibly
find himself in prison. There are places where a woman can make a perfectly official
complaint to the police if a senior citizen proposes to her. Meanwhile the attentions of
pensioners are, unfortunately, still of interest to Russian women. But, as is often the
case, the women picture not real life, but a fairy-tale that has no relation to reality.

'In the mornings, between baby feeds, I went out to clean offices to earn a
measly wage to keep the family,' Olga continues. 'My husband didn't have a job and
didn't want any financial responsibilities. The rows soon began, and then the fights.
After yet another beating I couldn't take any more and turned to the social services.'

Despite significant mistakes by Russian women, the number wishing to marry
abroad isn't decreasing. On average any professional agency has an archive of at
least a thousand Russian women, one in two of which is a lonely beauty with higher
education. Russian women are used to considering themselves the most beautiful in
the world, and this is the case.

Foreign men marrying Russian women have their own reasons in mind. In
most cases they don't want to see their wives as competitors in business and assign
them to the role of housewife. Far from every Russian woman today, however,
accepts such an allocation. Statistics confirm this: the majority of Russian wives
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abroad begin to get actively involved in business. Naturally this causes protests from
their husbands. Very often such independence ends in divorce.

With increasing accessibility to the Internet, the process of Russian women
emigrating for marriage has increased several times over. 'Unfortunately, for many
Russian women such concepts as 'confidence in the future', 'stability', etc. are based
on the size of her husband's wallet and not on her own education, skills, job or
earnings’ says Eugenie, who works at an Internet cafe.

If you still decide to marry a Russian beauty, ask yourself this important
question: do you need this? International dating is a serious step to take. First of all,
think: are you lonely? Are you financially stable? Are you ready to take on
responsibility of a woman from Russia and, possibly, her child? If the answer is yes,
then you’ll be happy together and your country will become a beautiful setting for
your marital bliss.

(Abridged from: The Neva News, Spt. 2001, N3)
1. Paraphrase or explain the words and word combinations in bold, use
them in sentences of your own.

2. Find in the text the English equivalents.

oOpatuthes (Kyaa-1m0o) 3a MOMOIIBIO CCOpBI

OTKPBITO MPU3HABATH B CpPCIHEM

OBITH TIEPBBIM B OUEPEIH 32 U.-J1. OJIMHOKAsI KpacaBHIla

HE TI0JIb30BaThCS CIIPOCOM 10 HMHBIM COOOpaKCHUAM

OKa3aThCsl B TIOPbME Ha3HAYUTH K.-J1. (KaKyr0-JI100) poiib
M0/1aTh KaI00y OOJIBIITMHCTBO POCCUSHOK

MOKMJION ueoBeK (2) JaJIeKo HE Kaxkaas

MIPEICTABIIATh HHTEPEC JJIS K.-JI. YBEJIMUNUTHCS B HECKOJIBKO pa3
(buHaHCOBBIE 00s3aTEIHLCTBA 00CTaHOBKa/IeKOpAITIT

3. Fill in the correct word derived from the word in brackets.

All human ... (be) are born into families, and families begin with the ... (join)
together of a man and a woman in ... (marry). The ideas we have about marriage are
part of our cultural ... (back), they are part of our basic ... (believe) about right and
wrong ... (differ) cultures solve the problem of ... (find) a spouse in different ways.
Making a marriage ... (decide) has always been ... (problem) for people, no matter
when and where they have lived.

4. Fill in the gaps with appropriate prepositions.

Russian women usually turn ... marriage agencies ... help ... finding a foreign
husband when they've despaired to find a worthy local one. Any professional agency
has an archive ... least a thousand Russian women, one ... two ... which is a lonely
beauty ... higher education ... increasing accessibility ... the Internet, the percent ...
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Russian women emigrating ... marriage has increased several times... . Most ... them
are ready to get married ... a not very young foreign man only to escape ... Russia.
However ... most cases foreign men enter ... marriage ... Russian women ... certain
reason — they need a complaisant housewife.

5. Points for discussion.

* The text above was written a long time ago. Do you think many Russian
women nowadays want to find a foreign husband?

* Why do you think foreign men look for their wives in Russia and not in their
countries?

* What demands do foreign men make of their future Russian wives?

* What problems might Russian women face up when they get married to a
foreigner and start living abroad?

TEXT B

1. Scan the text below.

a) Explain the meaning of the following words and phrases:

The gender balance; to look abroad for love; to be inundated with attention; to
find a real connection; searching for the best deal you can get; to target attractive
women; to be (not) the case; it can take some adjustment; put pressure on women,;
“outdated” standards of gender roles; to split bills on dates; just enjoy the ride!

Which of the words and phrases are used in a figurative sense?

b) Make up sentences (either in Russian or in English) with the words and
phrases above. Ask your groupmates to translate them.

2. Match the words on the right with their antonyms on the left.

1. abundance A. appalling
2. adjustment B. discordance
3. attractive C. lowbrow

4. cultured D. profundity
5. grateful E. scarceness
6. inviting F. sentimental
7. oversimplification G. undesirable
8. pragmatic H. ungracious

3. Read the text.
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Seven Cultural Differences when Dating Russian Women
By Matt Shannon

One of the most talked-about phenomena of Russia is certainly the women,
especially among male expats. There are jokes in every Western country about mail
order brides, overly materialistic women, and high divorce rates in Russia. Where is
the truth in all of these stereotypes? Are these stereotypes or simply cultural
differences?

With that, let’s take a look at 7 cultural differences that you will notice in
Russian women.

Russian Gender Imbalance

According to Rosstat, the Russian government-sponsored statistical agency, the
population of Russia is made up of 54% women and 46% men. This is a significant
difference from Western countries where the gender balance is more equal.

One thing that many men who visit Russia notice is how warm and inviting
Russian women are towards men. When one looks into the numbers, it is immediately
evident why. Even women who are very beautiful will never find a husband. Many
women are forced to look abroad for love. There is no other option. If you talk to
Russian women you will also find that most would actually prefer to live in Russia
with a foreign husband if possible.

There is an abundance of Russian women who are of high quality and simply
looking to start a family. Just because you are an expat in Russia, does not make you
immune to materialistic women. In fact, the opposite is true. You will be inundated
with attention from attractive Russian women.

This makes it incredibly hard to find a real connection and partner in Russia.
Russian women are incredibly pragmatic and they are always searching for the best
deal they can get. In addition, the unwritten laws of dating are still true, you will not
be able to get and keep a Russian woman who is significantly more attractive than
you.

Therefore, if you are looking for a high-quality Russian woman for a long-term
relationship or marriage, you would be much better off to be more realistic and target
women who are still attractive but overlooked by most men. These women tend to be
much more cultured in general than other Russian women and are usually looking for
a man to start a family with.

Language Barrier

Nelson Mandela once said something along the lines of “If you talk to a man in
a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his own
language, that goes to his heart.”

This is a powerful quote about language learning and understanding. It does
articulate the fact that understanding and speaking a language don’t necessarily
equate to cultural understanding.
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Despite the fact that many Russian women speak English very well, it is
important to understand that they still grew up in a culture, which is vastly different
from Western Europe or the United States.

It seems quite simple, but even the way Russians and Western people
understand the words yes and no can be vastly different. Of course, it is an
oversimplification, but most Western countries understand the word “no” to mean
simply that, no. Russian women (and men) tend to understand the word “no” as
simply an invitation to negotiate. The opposite can be said about the word “yes.”
Russians typically only use the word yes, when they mean to agree to something. In
Western cultures, especially American, yes simply means maybe.

If you truly want to learn to understand Russian women and Russian culture,
you MUST speak Russian at least at a conversational level.

Russian Women Value Family

The family unit is much more important to people in Russia and Russian
women are no exception. You will quickly find that Russian women value what their
parents think, and are usually eager to introduce their partner to their parents. In
American culture, for example, meeting the family of your partner usually is one of
the last steps of a relationship before marriage. This is definitely not the case in
Russia. This is important to understand because while you might sleep with the
woman, you marry her family.

The best way to learn about Russian culture is simply to spend time with her
family. Most Russian families have a dacha or country house where they love to
spend time in the summer months. Almost every expat or foreigner falls in love with
Russian family culture, but it can take some adjustment.

Russian women are known for being great mothers and homemakers. What is
more impressive is that almost all women in Russia work. It is an extreme luxury to
be able to be a stay at home mother in Russia. Russian men, on the other hand, are
known for helping very little with chores and tasks around the home.

Western men are generally much more helpful at home and with children,
making relationships with Russian women more equal. Russian women typically
expect less from men and Western men typically expect less from women. There are
definitely advantages when expectations are lower for both parties to a relationship.

Russian Women Get Married Early

Probably the most troublesome cultural difference for foreign men in Russia is
that Russian culture puts incredible pressure on women to get married and have
children by 25 years old. Therefore, it is important to understand that while your
girlfriend might be happy to date for a prolonged period of time, her parents and
grandparents will be asking her about marriage and children constantly.

Gender Roles are Much Stricter

In Russia, many people will be surprised that gender roles are much more strict
within society than in Western Europe or the United States. In Russia, it is very rare
that men are involved with housework or raising children. This may come as a
surprise, but Russian women are incredibly grateful for help in this regard. Imagine
someone being thankful for the help you expected to give.
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Gender is a very sensitive topic in Russia, and you will find that most people
are happy with the “outdated” standards of gender roles. For many Western women,
coming to Russia can be eye-opening in terms of expectations of women.

Despite the stricter gender roles in Russian society, women do actually yield
many powerful positions in society, government, and business.

The Man will Always Pay

One thing that usually surprises expats and foreign men in Russia is that men
literally always pay on dates. At first, this may aggravate many men from Western
countries who are used to splitting bills on dates or alternating. You need to simply
forget your notions of dating customs and embrace the fact that you are in a different
culture.

Russian Women Dress to Impress

Without a doubt, the thing that stands out the most to foreign men in Russia is
the way Russian women dress. Even a short trip to the grocery store requires makeup
and high heels. While Russian women are generally very attractive, they almost
always take the time to make sure they look their best.

Russian women are at such a statistical disadvantage that it forces them to put
significantly more effort into their appearance. In addition to makeup, most Russian
women pay special attention to their clothing and overall appearance. They typically
appear much more feminine than in Western countries. Showing that they are
feminine and good quality mates is of utmost importance for most Russian women.

Conclusion

These are just a few of the many cultural differences you will experience and
observe with Russian women. They are all generalizations and stereotypes to some
degree, but there is still much truth behind most of them. Russian society is rapidly
changing, especially in most large cities that some of these won’t be nearly as
obvious in 10 years.

None of this is to say that Russian women aren’t worth dating though. Quite
the opposite actually. Most foreign men have incredibly positive experiences with
Russian women. Just remember that significant cultural differences do exist in
Russia. While Russian culture is still largely European, it’s as far away from western
culture as it can be without being Asian or Arab. Cultural differences can be
exacerbated by the language barrier as well.

The most important part of dating people from other cultures is to learn more
about them and their culture. An international relationship takes work and
understanding, but there is so much benefit to learning about another culture and
language. Russian women are no different than all women for the most part, just
enjoy the ride!

(Abridged from https.//expatriant.com)

4. Complete the following sentences using information from the text.

1. In Russia, the gender balance ...
2. An abundance of Russian women ...
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3. If a foreigner is looking for a long-term relationship or marriage ...

4. Since Russian women are pragmatic ...

5. Despite the fact that many Russian women speak English very well ...

6. In Russian culture, women are eager to ...

7. The most troublesome cultural difference for foreign men in Russia is ...
8. In Russia, it is very rare that ...

9. What may aggravate many men from Western countries is ...

10. The thing that stands out the most to foreign men in Russia is ...

11. What concerns gender roles ...

12. Russian women typically appear ...

5. In pairs, discuss if you agree or disagree with the seven cultural
differences distinguished by Matt Shannon.

IDEAS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

1. Search the internet to find information about experiences of women (men)

married to a foreigner. Get ready to speak about advantages and disadvantages of
international marriage.

2. In pairs

e talk your friend/child out of marring a foreigner

e uphold your friend’s/child’s decision to marry a foreigner
e discuss with a friend your marriage to a foreigner

3. Render the text in English. Discuss it in class.

YX 3AMY X 3APYBEXK

Tamwvsana [llawrkosa

«HTEepcBaxa» AEeJHUTCH ONbITOM, KAK «PYCCKHE HEBECTbD» BBIXOAAT HA
MHPOBOM PbIHOK.

W3BeCTHBIN aHITIMUCKUM IOMOPUCT B LIYTIMBOM PYKOBOJCTBE IS XKETAOIIUX
BCTYNUTh B Opak Mpeaynpexaan: eciid Bbl MOKyNaeTe XOJOAWIbHUK, HE KalyUTech,
YTO HENb3d HA HEM IPOUTPHIBATH IUIACTUKHU. A YEro >KIYT POCCUHCKUE HEBECTHI OT
KEHHXAa MHOCTpaHLa?

«/leByliku W3 Karajgora» — «BBICOKOHPABCTBEHHBIE, XOPOILIO OOpa30BaHHEIE,
COBEpIIEHHO OECKOPBICTHBIC, OTYasBUIMECS HAaWTHU Ha POJMHE JIOCTOMHOTO,
MOHUMAIOUIETO Apyra», — 3aBepui MeHs JKopa, qupekTop OpayHOTO areHTCTBa, MpU
3HAKOMCTBE.

Hy 4ro x, noumem nocrtoitHoro 3a mpezgenamu Poccuu. TOnbko BOT Kakue
JOCTOMHCTBA MOT'YT 3aMHTEPECOBATh OECKOPHICTHBIX KaHIUIATOK?

CrnopTuBHBIM MOJIOAOW AOOPOIYIIHBIA aMepHUKaHEl] YECTHO MPHU3HAJCHA, UYTO
CKPOMHOE€ >KaJIOBaHbE IIKOJIBHOTO XO3SHUCTBEHHHKAa HE CMOXET 00ecleunuThb
POCKOIIIHOM >KU3HM KeHe, HO Oe/ICTBOBaTh OHA Toke He Oyaer. Hu ogHy MOCKBHUKY
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ATa MEpPCIEKTHBA HE 3aMHTEpEecOBalla. 3aTO0 MEHee IpuBepennvBas MapuHa u3
Bonorasl mproOperna HeXKHOTO U 3a00TJIMBOIO MYyXa.

A 2TOT KJIHMEHT J0Jro u noapoOHo mucan o cede. Emy 3a 40. XKyTko Oorar.
Ouenb 310poB. Meuraer o THXOM ceMmeiHOW »xu3HU. TpeOoBaHHs K HeBecTe?
Ha3zemHas KpacoTa, COBEpIIEHHOE BIAJICHUE AHTJIMMCKUAM, HAJIWYUE IMPECTHKHOU
npodeccun, OTCYTCTBHE BpeAHBIX NpuBbIYEK. Bo3pact? He monoxe 22, HO U HE
crapiue 26.

Emy okazanocs 65. JIpsXJibIM OH HE BBIISAEN, TOCKOJIBKY TOJIBKO YTO IPOLIEN
Kypc JieueHHs. Mecsi 0TMOKall B BaHHAX, IVIOTajl BUTAMUHBL, TOATATMBasA Koxy. Ho
1 He toHowa. JKopa ObICTpO onpeeNnusl, YTO HEBECTaM €TI0 MO>KHO MOKa3bIBATh JIUIIb
noytpy. M Obut mpaB. Y rocTst B YUCJIO MPOYUX MEPOIIPUATUH BXOJIUIIO 3HAKOMCTBO C
NECATHIO JEeByIIKaMHu. M1 MBI monuim Ha pUCK, IPUIJIACUB BCEX KAHAMAATOK MOYTH
OJTHOBPEMEHHO.

JleBylIKM — oOJIHa JpYyrod Kpame — He OOuAeNHuch, OOHAPYXKHUB, UTO
MOJIYYMJIOCh HEUTO BpOJe KOHKYpcHOro oToopa. OHM yOexanu ¢ paboThl paau 3TOU
BcTpeun. Bce nerko mieberanu mo-aHriauicku. KiIMeHT B MallMHHUKE pa3omiiesl U
3a0bu1 Mpo Bce 3Kkckypcuu. Koro BbiOpan Puuapa, nemsBecTHo. O pe3ynbTraTax Mbl
OOBIYHO y3HAEM CIy4YanHoO.

Xopa wyacTto ¢ HOcCTanpruerd BCIOMHUHAI O CBoed mnopomneyHoil Kare —
BOCEMHAIATUIETHEN JEBYIIKE JHWBHOM KpacoThl M MPEJIECTH, PaJ0oBaICA, YTO
yctpoms ee cyanOy. KaTio yBe3 Oorarhiii amepukaHen. BiroOwics ¢ mepBoro
B3rsiga. HemaBHO oHa 0OBsiBUIACh. Y GKEHHMXa» Ha POAMHE OKa3alach *EHa, O YeM
Kars y3nana, nump npuexaB K JoOuMomy o mpuriamenuto. Ed mpesiaranach
COBCEM JIpyrasi poJib, U MbUIKUN BIIOOJICHHBIA Aaxke cHsT 1yt Hee aoM. Ho Kartroma
norpeboBana KynuTh eit oumier 70 Mockssl. Teneps ee poTorpadust BHOBb yKpalaer
XKopun karaor.

«Pycckue neBymikd O4eHb POMAHTHYHBI, HO IIPH 3TOM OTJIHWYHO 3HAKOT, YETO
XOTAT», — MOACINJICS CBOMMU HAOIIOICHUSIMU HaIll KJIMEHT-UCATENb.

CelleHbKHMI KEHTIBMEH OLIEHUBAET ce0s 0OYeHb OOBEKTHBHO: «S moHuMaro,
yro He AneH [lenon u He Poxdennep. A sTa BoceMHaALATUIIETHSS KpacaBHIIA
CMOTPUT Ha MEHS C TakuM oOOOXaHUEM, 4YTO S HAYMHAI0 COMHEBATbCA B €€
HUCKPEHHOCTH.

W nampacHo. Anuca npuexana u3 HeOoublioro ropoaa. B Mockse oka3zanach
0e3 paboThl, 0e3 neHer, O0e3 >kuibsi. Bo3Bpamatecs He xodetcsi. C MockBoi He
nonyuniaock. coiiner 1 Hpio-Mopk. OHa TOTOBa HCKpEHHE HOTIOOUTH TOTO, KTO
MPEAJIOKUT XOTh YTO-HUOYIb.

«OH MHE OYEHb NOHPABWJICA, TAKOM CUMIATUYHBIN. Sl ero Buaena TONBKO Ha
dbotorpaduu, Tam, npapaa, MeIko U He B pokyce. U mucbMa nuier 4yecHble, TaKue
JMHHBIE. S aHrauiickuid cnabo 3Hal0, HO Y MEHS MOJApyra HEMHOXXKO MOHHMMAET,
nepesena. Eciu oH OyieT BaM 3BOHUTH, CKaXHUTE €My, YTOOBI OH TIOCKOpee Mpuexai,
a TO, €ClId KTO-TO JPYrol TNOSBUTCS, XyKe, HO paHblle, s Oyay BBIHYXKIEHA
corjacuThbCs. Y MEHsS HET BIOOpay.

Anuca crnyrayna, Ka3ajioch Obl, HA BCE TOTOBOTO JKEHHXA. 3AaCOMHEBABIINCH B
€€ MCKPEHHOCTH, OH BBIOpas JApPYyrylo, BABOE CTaplle, HO y HUX OKa3ajlach Macca
001X UHTEepecoB. Beap U KanmuTaaucTaM WHOTA XOYEeTCs] TIOTOBOPHUTb.
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Tor campiii HaOMIOJATENBHBIM THCAaTENb, B YacCTHOCTH, pacckazaj, 4YTo
JIEBYIIIKAaM HE CTOUT PEKJIaMHpOBaTh ce0sl KaKk OTJIMYHBIX XO03i€K W Kyxapok. U
aMEpPUKaHIIbl, U €BPONEHIIBI — CTPAIIHBIE JIUIIEMEPHl U HUKOT/Ia HE MPU3HAIOTCS, YTO
LIEHAT UMEHHO 3TU KadecTBa. JKeHa-apyr ropasio Baxkuee. OH B BOCTOPre OT HaUIEH
CTpaHbl U HE OYEHb MOHUMAET, MOYEMY PYCCKHE JAEBYIIKH TaK PBYTCS OTCHOAA
yexartb. [IpaBma, korma B KBapTupe, KOTOPYIO OH CHHUMal B MOCKBE, OTKIIOUUIU
BOJIy Ha MECSIl, OH OYEHb PACCTPOMIICS M HE MOT TTOHATh, KaK MOXXHO 00XOAUTHCA 0€3
€XKEJTHEBHOI'O JyIla. 3aTO MOCKOBCKOE METPO IMPHUBEJIO €ro B MOJHOE BOCXHUILECHUE.
«Tam 6e3omacHo, Kak B ceide!»

OH mompocui Hac BCTPETUTh CBoero apyra B adpornopty. C PobepTom oH, Kak
BBISICHIJIOCh, HE OBLII 3HaKOM BOBce, U MbI ¢ JKOopol HE MOI03peBaii O TOM, UTO
BCTPEYAEM MOJIOJAOI0 YEJOBEKAa Ha KOCTBUISX, C IMPOTE30M BMECTO pPYKH U
000 KEHHBIM JIUIIOM. Becesno nmoMaxupasi KOHCKMM XBOCTOM, PoGepT coobmmmi, 4To
npuexan K JIOOMMOM JIEBYIIIKE, HE OMOBECTUB €€ 00 AToM. «CIopIpu3», — paioBaJics
OH cBoel OnecTseii 3aTee. [IpuBbIuHbIN KO Bcemy JKopa He pa3fenul ero BOCTopra,
TeM Oosee y3HaB, uro mojapyra xuBer B OpexoBo-3yeBe. JloOpaiuch K HOYH.
Hegecta u maTh ee apy3ed My>KCKOTO II0Jla MPAyHO pas3risiiblBalid HEXKIAHHOTO
rocts. He noxunasch pa3Bsa3ku, Mbl ¢ JKOpoil BBITpY3WIM HEMOABEMHBIA Oarax u
petupoBaiuck. PobepT OombIlie HE 3BOHUII.

3aTO TMO3BOHWJIM W HANMCAId COTHU APYyrux Jjrojed. Beibop ecth, u, XOTS
XOJIOJWJIBHUK TO-NIPEKHEMY HE JKEJIA€T KPYTUTh IUIACTUHKHA, MaJIO KTO C 3TUM
CUMTACTCH...

(U3 ocypuana «Kpecmosinkay, 8 cokpawjeHuu)

LITERATURE CORNER
My Wife Is a White Russian
By Rose Tremain

I’m a financier. I have financial assets, world-wide. I’m in nickel and pigiron
and gold and diamonds. I like the sound of all these words. They have an edge, 1
think. The glitter of saying them sometimes gives me an erection.

I’m saying them now in this French restaurant, where the tablecloths and the
table-napkins are blue linen, where they serve sea-food on platters of seaweed and
crushed ice. It’s noisy at lunch-time. It’s May and the sun shines in London, through
the open restaurant windows. Opposite me, the two young Australians blink as they
wait (so damned courteous, and she has freckles like a child) for me to stutter out my
hard-word list, to manipulate tongue and memory so that the sound inside me forms
just behind my lips and explodes with extraordinary force above my oysters:
‘Diamonds!’

But then I feel a soft, perfumed dabbing at my face. I turn away from the
Australians and there she is. My wife. She is smiling as she wipes me. Her gold
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bracelets rattle. She is smiling at me. Her lips are astonishing, the colour of claret.
I’ve been wanting to ask her for some time, ‘Why are your lips this terrible dark
colour these days? Is it a lipstick you put on?’

Still smiling at me, she’s talking to the Australians with her odd accent: ‘He’s
able to enjoy the pleasures of life once more, thank God. For a long time afterwards I
couldn’t take him out. Terrible. We couldn’t do one single thing, you know. But now —
he enjoys his wine again.’

The dabbing stops.

To the nurse I tried to say when I felt a movement begin: ‘Teach me how to
wipe my arse. | cannot let my wife do this because she doesn’t love me. If she loved
me, she probably wouldn’t mind wiping my arse, and I wouldn’t mind her wiping my
arse. But she doesn’t love me.’

The Australian man is talking now. I let my hand go up and take hold of my
big-bowled wine glass into which the waiter has poured the expensive Chablis my
wife likes to drink when she eats fish. Slowly, I guide the glass across the deadweight
distance between the table and my mouth. I say ‘deadweight’ because the spaces
between all my limbs and the surfaces of tangible things have become mighty. To
walk is to wade in waist-high water. And to lift this wine glass ...“Help me,’ I want to
say to her, ‘just this once.’ Just this once.

‘Heck,” says the Australian man, ‘we honestly thought he’d made a pretty
positive recovery.’” His wife, with blue eyes the colour of the napkins, is watching my
struggles with the glass. She licks her fine line of a mouth, sensing I suppose, my
longing to taste the wine.

The nurse used to stand behind me, guiding the feeding-cup in my hand. I
never explained to her that the weight of gravity had mysteriously increased. Yet
often, as I drank from the feeding-cup, I used to imagine myself prancing on the
moon.

‘Oh, this is a very positive recovery,’ says my wife. ‘There’s very little he can’t
do now. He enjoys the ballet, you know, and the opera. People at Covent Garden and
the better kind of place are very considerate. We don’t go to the cinema because there
you have a very inconsiderate type of person. Don’t you agree? So riff-raffy. Don’t
you agree?’

The Australian wife hasn’t listened to a word. The Australian wife puts out a
lean freckled arm and I watch it come towards me, astounded as usual these days by
the speed with which other people can move parts of their bodies. But the arm, six
inches from my hand holding the glass, suddenly stops.

‘Don’t help him!” snaps my wife. The napkin-blue eyes are lowered. The arm
is folded away.

Heads turn in the restaurant. I suppose her voice has carried its inevitable echo
round the room where we sit: ‘Don’t help him! Don’t help him!” But now that I have
an audience, the glass begins to jolt, the wine splashing up and down the sides of the
bowl. I smile. My smile widens as I watch the Chablis begin to slop onto the starched
blue cloth, WASTE. She of all people understands the exquisite luxury of waste. Yet
she snatches the glass out of my hand and sets it down by her own. She snaps her
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fingers and a young bean pole of a waiter arrives. He spreads out a fresh blue napkin
where | have spilled my wine. My wife smiles her claret smile. She sucks an oyster
into her dark mouth.

The Australian man is, I was told, the manager of the Toomin Valley Nickel
Consortium. The wife is, as far as [ know, just a wife. I own four-fifths of the Toomin
Valley Nickel Consortium. The Australian man is here to discuss expansion,
supposedly with me, unaware until he met me this lunch-time that despite the
pleasing cadences of the words I’m unable to say Toomin Valley Nickel Consortium.
I can say ‘nickel’. My tongue lashes around in my throat to form the click that comes
in the middle of the word. Then out it spills: Nickel! In my mind, oddly enough, the
word ‘nickel’ is the exact greyish-white colour of an oyster. But ‘consortium’ is too
difficult for me. I know my limitations.

My wife is talking again: ‘I’ve always loved the ballet, you see. This is my
only happy memory of Russia — the wonderful classical ballet. A little magic. Don’t
you think? I would never want to be without this kind of magic, would you? Do you
have the first-rate ballet companies in Australia? You do? Well, that’s good. Giselle,
of course. That’s the best one. Don’t you think? The dead girl. Don’t you think?
Wonderful.’

We met on a pavement. | believe it was in the Avenue Matignon, but it could
have been the Avenue Montaigne. I often get these muddled. It was in Paris, anyway.
Early summer, as it is now. Chestnut candle blooms blown along the gutters. I waited
to get into the taxi she was leaving. But I didn’t get into it. I followed her. In a bar,
she told me she was very poor; her father drove the taxi I had almost hired. She spoke
no English then, only French with a heavy Russian accent. I was just starting to be a
financier at that time, but already I was quite rich, rich by her standards — she who
had been used to life in post-war Russia. My hotel room was rather grand. She said in
her odd French: ‘I’ll fuck for money.’

I gave her fifty francs. I suppose it wasn’t much, not as much as she’d hoped
for, a poor rate of exchange for the white, white body that rode astride me, head
thrown back, breasts bouncing. She sat at the dressing-table in the hotel room. She
smoked my American cigarettes. More than anything, I wanted to brush her gold hair,
brush it smooth and hold it against my face. But I didn’t ask her if I could do this. I
believe I was afraid she would say, ‘You can do it for money.’

The thin waiter is clearing away our oyster platters. I’ve eaten only three of my
oysters, yet I let my plate go. She lets it go. She pretends not to notice how slow I’ve
been with the oysters. And my glass of wine still stands by hers, untasted. Yet she’s
drinking quite fast. I hear her order a second bottle.

The Australian man says: ‘First rate choice, if I may say so. We like Chably.’

I raise my left arm and touch her elbow, nodding at the wine. Without looking
at me, she puts my glass down in front of me. The Australian wife stares at it. Neither
she nor I dare to touch it.

My wife is explaining to the Australians what they are about to eat, as if the
were children: ‘I think you will like the turbot very much. Turbot poche hollandaise .
They cook it very well. And the hollandaise sauce — you know this, of course? Very
difficult to achieve, the lightness of this sauce. But here they do it very well. And the

104



scallops in saffron. Again, a very light sauce. Excellent texture. Just a little cream
added. And fresh scallops, naturally. We never go to any restaurant where the
products are frozen. So I think you will like these dishes very much . . .’

We have separate rooms. Long before my illness, when I began to look (yet
hardly to feel) old, she demanded her privacy. This was how she put it: she wanted to
be private. The bedroom we used to share and which is now hers is very large. The
walls are silk.

She said: ‘There’s no sense in being rich and being cooped up together in one
room.’

Obediently, I moved out. She wouldn’t let me have the guest room, which is
also big. I have what we call ‘the little room’, which I always used to think of as a
child’s room.

I expect in her ‘privacy’ that she is smiling: ‘The child’s room is completely
right for him. He’s a helpless baby.” Yet she’s not a private person. She likes to go
out four or five nights a week, returning at two or three in the morning, sometimes
with friends, and they sit and drink brandy. Sometimes, they play music. Elton John.
She has a lover (I don’t know his name) who sends her lilies.

I’m trying to remember the Toomin Valley. I believe it’s an immense desert of
a place, inhabited by no one and nothing except the mining machinery and the Nickel
Consortium employees, whose clusters of houses I ordered to be whitewashed to hide
the cheap grey building blocks. The windows of the houses are small, to keep out the
sun. In the back yards are spindly eucalyptus trees, blown by the scorching winds. |
want to ask the Australian wife, did you have freckles before you went to live in the
Toomin Valley, and does some wandering prima ballerina dance Giselle on the gritty
escarpment above the mine?

My scallops arrive, saffron yellow and orange in the blue and white dish — the
colours of a childhood summer. The flesh of a scallop is firm yet soft, the texture of a
woman’s thigh (when she is young, of course, before the skin hardens and the flesh
bags out). A forkful of scallop is immeasurably easier to lift than the glass of wine,
and the Australian wife (why don’t I know either of their names?) smiles at me
approvingly as I lift the succulent parcel of food to my mouth and chew it without
dribbling. My wife, too, is watching, ready with the little scented handkerchief, yet
talking as she eats, talking of Australia as the second bottle of Chablis arrives and she
tastes it hurriedly with a curt nod to the thin waiter. I exist only in the corner of her
eye, at its inmost edge, where the vulnerable triangle of red flesh is startling. ‘Of
course, I’ve often said to Hubert’ (she pronounces my name Eieu-bert’, trying and
failing with what she recognizes as the upper class %), that it’s very unfair to expect
people like you to live in some out-of-the-way place. I was brought up in a village,
you see, and I know that an out-of-the-way village is so dead. No culture. The same
in Toomin, no? Absolutely no culture at all. Everybody dead.’

The Australian wife looks — seemingly for the first time — straight at my wife.
‘We’re outdoor people.’

I remember now. A river used to flow through the Toomin Valley. Torrential in
the rainy season, they said. It dried up in the early forties. One or two sparse willows
remain, grey testimony to the long-ago existence of water-rich soil. I imagine the
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young Australian couple, brown as chestnuts, swimming in the Toomin River, resting
on its gentle banks with their fingers touching, a little loving nest of bone. There is no
river. Yet when they look at each other — almost furtively under my vacant gaze — I
recognize the look. The look says: ‘These moments with strangers are nothing. Into
our private moments together — only there — is crammed all that we ask of life.’

‘Yes, we’re outdoor folk.” The Australian man is smiling. ‘You can play tennis
most of the year round at Toomin. I’m president of the tennis club. And we have our
own pool now.’

I don’t remember these things: tennis-courts and swimming-pools. ‘Well, of
course, you have the climate for these things.” My wife is signalling our waiter to
bring her Perrier water. ‘And it’s something to do, isn’t it? Perhaps when the new
expansions of the company are made, a concert hall could be built for you, or a
theatre.’

‘A theatre!” The Australian wife’s mouth opens to reveal perfect, freshly-
peeled teeth and a laugh escapes. She blushes.

My wife’s dark lips are puckered into a sneer.

But the Australian man is laughing too — a rich laugh you might easily
remember on the other side of the world — and slapping his thigh. ‘A theatre! What
about that, ay?’

She wanted, she said, as she smoked my American cigarettes, to see Don
Giovanni. Since leaving Russia with her French mother and her Russian father, no
one had ever taken her to the opera. She had seen the posters advertising Don
Giovanni and had asked her father to buy her a ticket. He had shouted at her:
‘Remember whose child you are! Do you imagine taxi drivers can afford seats at the
Opera?’

‘Take me to see Don Giovanni,’ she said to me, ‘and I will fuck for nothing.’

I’ve never really appreciated the opera. The Don was fat. It was difficult to
imagine so many women wanting to lie with this fat man. Yet afterwards, she leant
over to me and put her head on my shoulder and wept. Nothing, she told me, had ever
moved her so much — nothing in her life had ever touched the core of her being — as
this had done, this production of Don Giovanni.

‘If only,” she said, I had money as you have money, then I would go to hear
music all the time and see the classical ballet and learn from these what is life.’

The scallops are good. She never learned what is life. I feel emboldened by the
food. I put my hand to my glass, heavier than ever now because the waiter has filled
it up. The sun shines on my wine and on my hand, blotched (splattered, it seems) with
the oddly repulsive stains of old age. For a second, I see my hand and the wine glass
as a still-life. But then I lift the glass. The Australian wife lowers her eyes. My wife,
for a moment, is silent. I drink. I smile at the Australian wife because I know she
wants to applaud.

I’m talking. The words are like stones weighing down my lower jaw. Nickel.
I’m trying to tell the Australian man that I dream about the nickel mine. In my
dreams, the Australian miners drag wooden carts loaded with threepenny bits. I run
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my hands through the coins as though through a sack of wheat, and the touch of them
is pleasurable and perfect. I also want to say to the Australian man: ‘I hope you’re
happy in your work. When I was in control, I visited all my mines and all my
subsidiaries at least once a year. Even in South Africa, [ made sure a living wage was
paid. I said to the men underground, ‘I hope you’re happy in your work.’

But now I have a manager, a head-manager to manage all the other managers,
including this one from the Toomin Valley. I am trundled out in my chair to meet
them when they come here to discuss redundancy or expansion. My wife and 1 give
them lunch in a restaurant. They remind me that I still have an empire to rule, if |
were capable, if indeed my life had been different since the night of Don Giovanni.

When I stopped paying her to sleep with me, her father came to see me. He
held his cap in his hands. ‘We’re hoping for a marriage,” he said. And what more
could I have given — what less — to the body I had begun to need? The white and the
gold of her, I thought, will ornament my life.

Yet now I never touch her. The white and the gold of her lies only in the lilies
they send, the unknown lovers she finds in the night, while I lie in the child’s room
and dream of the nickel mines. My heart is scorched dry, like the dry hills of the
Toomin Valley. I am punished for my need of her while her life stalks my silence; the
white of her, the gold of her, the white of Dior, the gold of Cartier. Why did she
never love me? In my dreams, too, the answer comes from deep underground: it’s the
hardness of my words.

Notes
' Turbot poché hollandaise — fish with Hollandaise sauce.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. Find in the text the following words and word combinations. Recollect
the situations in which they are used, and use them in sentences of your own.

3auKaTbCs; HACHAXAAThCA PANOCTAMH KU3HU; OCSI3a€MbI€ BELIU; YEIIOBEK, HE
CUMTAIOLIUICS C OCTaJbHBIMU; IMPOIUTHCS HA CKATEPTh; C CUJIBHBIM aKIEHTOM;
MOMEIIATh B TECHYIO KOMHATY; MPEAOXPaHATh OT COJHIA; OA0OPUTENIBHO YIbIOAThHCS;
(BBICOKO) IIEHUTh OIEPY; CTOATH Y PYJIsl/yIPABIATh; YKPACUTD KU3HbD.

2. Comment on the use of intensifiers in the following sentences. What
effect do they produce?

1. Opposite me, the two young Australians blink as they wait (so damned
courteous, and she has freckles like a child) for me to stutter out my hard-word list.

2. ‘Heck,’ says the Australian man, ‘we honestly thought he’d made a pretty
positive recovery.’

3. I was just starting to be a financier at that time, but already | was quite rich,
rich by her standards.
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4. ‘The child’s room is completely right for him.

5. A forkful of scallop is immeasurably easier to lift than the glass of wine.

6. The sun shines on my wine and on my hand, blotched (splattered, it seems)
with the oddly repulsive stains of old age.

3. Comment on the following. Point out stylistic devices if there are any.
Explain the effect produced by the device.

1. Slowly, I guide the glass across the deadweight distance between the table
and my mouth.

2. She snaps her fingers and a young bean pole of a waiter arrives.

3. My wife smiles her claret smile.

4. Nothing, she told me, had ever moved her so much — nothing in her life had
ever touched the core of her being — as this had done, this production of Don
Giovanni.

5. I exist only in the corner of her eye, at its inmost edge, where the vulnerable
triangle of red flesh is startling.

6. ‘A theatre!” The Australian wife’s mouth opens to reveal perfect, freshly-
peeled teeth and a laugh escapes.

7. The words are like stones weighing down my lower jaw.

8. For a second, I see my hand and the wine glass as a still-life.

9. I am punished for my need of her while her life stalks my silence; the white
of her, the gold of her, the white of Dior, the gold of Cartier.

4. Comment on the use of detachment in the following sentences. Explain
the effect it produces.

1. I turn away from the Australians and there she is. My wife. She is smiling as
she wipes me.

2. For a long time afterwards I couldn’t take him out. Terrible. We couldn’t do
one single thing, you know. But now — he enjoys his wine again.

3. My scallops arrive, saffron yellow and orange in the blue and white dish —
the colours of a childhood summer.

4. Into our private moments together — only there — is crammed all that we ask
of life.

5. Read and translate the following passage: ‘The Australian wife hasn’t
listened to a word’ up to ‘She sucks an oyster into her dark mouth’.

6. Answer the following.

1. What was the narrator doing in the French restaurant?
2. Was he glad that his wife was with him? Why (not)?
3. Why did the narrator pay close attention to the Australian woman?
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4. Was his attention concentrated on the conversation or he was absorbed in his
own thoughts?

5. What was the narrator’s wife talking about during the lunch? Was it
interesting for the Australians?

6. Why did the narrator remember his life with his wife?

7. What is the end of the story?

7. Discuss the main character of the story.

1. How can you characterize the narrator of the story? What was his life like?
What role did his wife play in his life? Why did he marry her? Did he regret marring
her?

2. The narrator’s wife never stopped talking about the opera. What lies behind
that adoration of opera? How does it characterize her? Did she ever love her
husband? Was she grateful to him for having a life like that?
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UNIT 7

WEDDING
WARM-UP

Some proverbs advocate love and romance as the prelude to marriage, others
advise when getting married to be most prudent. Which of the proverbs below appeal
to you? Why?

* He that marries for wealth, sells his liberty.

* Marry not an old crony, or a fool, for money.

* In choosing a wife, and buying a sword, we ought not to trust another.

* It's unlucky to marry for love.

* "Sweet-heart" and "Honey-bird" keeps no house.

* In wiving and thriving a man should take counsel of all the world.

* Marry first, and love will follow.

* Marry your like.

* Like blood, like good, and like age, make the happiest marriage.

* Go down the ladder when you marry a wife; go up when you choose a friend.

TEXT A

1. Give Russian equivalents for the following words and word
combinations.

Go/walk down the aisle, fiancé, fiancée, groom/bridegroom, the best man,
bride, bridesmaid, the maid of honour, trousseau, wedding license, fee, usher, the
bride’s veil, verger, pews, vestry, reception, majordomo, hen-party, stag-party/stag-
night.

2. Read the text, find information about the responsibilities of the
participants of the wedding ceremony. Get ready to compare them with the
Russian traditions.

Division of Responsibilities

The rules are not absolutely hard and fast, but generally they are as follows:

The Bride’s Parents are responsible for the press announcements, the brides
dress and trousseau, flowers in the church, the reception, cars taking the bride and
her father, mother and any other close members of her family to the church and
photographers’ fees.
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The Bridegroom pays for the ring and the wedding license, fees to the
clergyman. He will pay for the bouquet for his bride and bouquets for the
bridesmaids, buttonholes for his best man and ushers. He pays for the cars which
take himself and the best man to the church and the car in which he and his bride
will drive from the church to the reception. The groom is expected to give a small
present to each of the bridesmaids.

Giving Away the Bride. The bride’s father gives her away or, if he is dead or
cannot be present at the ceremony, his place is taken by her brother or a close
relative, or even a great family friend.

The Bridesmaids are usually the sisters, near relatives and close girl friends
of the bride, and sisters of the groom. The number is purely a matter of choice but
usually does not exceed six. There may be two small page-boys and four grown-up
maids, or child attendants only.

The Best Man is a brother, relative or close friend of the groom, and his main
duty, apart from giving moral support before the wedding, is to hand the wedding
ring to the groom in the church.

The Bridegroom’s Clothes. When the bride is in white, the bridegroom wears
morning dress with white carnation in his buttonhole (without fern or silver paper).

The Ceremony

The parents and close relatives of the bride and groom arrive a few minutes
before the bride. The bridegroom and his best man should be in their places at least
ten minutes before the service starts. The bridesmaids and pages wait in the church
porch with whoever is to arrange the bride’s veil before she goes up the aisle.

The bride by tradition, arrives a couple of minutes late but this should not be
exaggerated. She arrives with whoever is giving her away. The verger signals to the
organist to start playing, and the bride moves up the aisle with her veil over her
face. She goes in on her father’s right arm, and bridesmaids follow her according to
the plan at the rehearsal the day before. The bridesmaids and ushers go to their
places in the front pews during the ceremony, except for the chief bridesmaid who
usually stands behind the bride and holds her bouquet.

After the ceremony the couple go into the vestry to sign the register with
their parents, best man, bridesmaids and perhaps a close relation such as a
grandmother. The bride throws back her veil or removes the front piece, the verger
gives a signal to the organist and the bride and groom walk down the aisle followed
by their parents. The bride’s mother walks down the aisle on the left arm of the
bridegroom’s father and the bridegroom’s mother walks down on the left arm of the
bride’s father (or whoever has given the bride away). Guests wait until the wedding
procession has passed them before leaving to go on to the reception.

The Reception

The bride’s parents stand first in the receiving line, followed by groom’s
parents and the bride and groom. Guests line up outside the reception room and
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give their names to the majordomo who will announce them. They need only shake
hands and say “How do you do?” to the parents. Adding perhaps a word about how
lovely the bride is or how well the ceremony went. The bride introduces to her
husband any friends that he may not already know, and vice versa.

The important parts of the reception are the cutting of the cake and the toast
to the bride and groom. These should never be any long speeches. When all the
guests have been received, the majordomo requests silence and the bride cuts the
cake, with her husband’s hand upon hers.

Notes

morning dress — of a man’s clothes; top hat, a tie, a black or grey tail coat,
waist-coat, striped trousers and black shoes

evening dress — all black, with normally a white/ black bow tie

aisle — passage in a church

pew — long bench with a back, usually fixed to the floor, in a church

3. Choose the correct word from the choices offered.

The bridegroom's parents / the ushers / the bride's parents are responsible for
the bride's dress, flowers in church. The bridesmaid/the bridegroom/the bridegroom's
parents pay for the bouquet for the bride, for the ring and the wedding license, fees to
the clergyman, and anything else concerned with the service. The bride's mother / the
bridegroom / the bride's father gives her away. The chief bridesmaid / the best man /
the bridegroom takes the bride's bouquet during the wedding ceremony, and hands it
back to her before she goes to the vestry to sign the register. The best man's / the
bridesmaid's / the bride's father's duty is to hand the wedding ring to the groom in the
church. The bridesmaids / the ushers / the marriage brokers are to stand inside the
church and place friends of the bride on the left of the aisle and friends of the groom
on the right.

After the ceremony the couple go into the vestry to sign the register. Then the
bride and groom walk down the aisle followed by their parents and those who have
signed the register. The bride’s mother walks down the aisle on the left arm of the
bride’s father / the groom’s father / the best man and the bridegroom’s mother walks
down on the left of the groom’s father/the bride’s father/the bridesmaid. The bride /
the groom / the bride's mother cuts the wedding cake which is an important part of
the reception. The toast to the bride and groom is usually proposed by the bride's
father / the best man / a relative or a friend of the bride. The bride / the groom / the
groom's friend replies with a few words of thanks.

TEXT B

1. It may be interesting to know how people of different cultures perceive
each other. Below is the Australian view on Russian wedding traditions. After
reading share your impressions and say whether all of the rituals are adequately
interpreted by the author. Can you add any more traditions to the list?
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15 Amazing Russian Wedding Traditions

From kidnapping and obstacle courses to literally being a royalty during the
ceremony, there are so many amazing wedding traditions to be found at Russian
weddings. Check out these 15 amazing and unique Russian wedding traditions:

The ransom. While in some countries, a very real (and often expensive) dowry
needs to be paid before a wedding. In Russia, the bride’s ransom is more of a fun
tradition.

The bride’s parents “steal” her away and hide her before the ceremony until her
partner completes a series of challenges set up by the bridesmaids that are designed to
show the strength of his love and, ultimately, embarrass him.

If a task cannot be completed, a payment of either real cash, chocolates, or
flowers must be made to the bridesmaids as compensation.

Other versions of the ransom quest include dressing up a male relative of the
bride in wedding attire and refusing to hand over the real one until a payment has
been made, or presenting the fiancé with a napkin covered in the lipstick prints of the
bridal party. If the fiancé cannot identify the bride’s print correctly, he is also up for a
payment.

The ceremony. Russian weddings can take many forms, but a marriage is only
legally recognised once you have made a trip to the registration office, the Zapis
Aktov Grazhdanskogo Sostoyaniya.

Couples can choose to have a small civil marriage registration affair, where the
couple literally sign papers in an office and head off to party, or they can accompany
this with a civil ceremony, which lasts for 15 to 30 minutes, or go the whole hog and
have the longer traditional ceremony as well.

Some couples choose to sneak in this formality before their wedding day to
leave more time for the fun stuff.

Betrothal. The betrothal is the first part of a traditional Russian Orthodox
ceremony. This is where the couple stands at the entrance to the church and is blessed
by the priest.

They receive lit candles, that they then hold onto throughout the ceremony,
which includes a prayer and scripture readings.

Crowning. Because a wedding is considered one of the seven sacraments for
Russian Orthodox followers, there is more importance in placing crowns onto the
heads of the couple than there is in exchanging wedding rings.

The crowning is the second part of the traditional ceremony and is where the
couple stand on a piece of rose-coloured cloth and the priest places the crowns onto
their heads. These can sometimes be held in place by relatives or friends.

The couple shares a cup of wine and follow the priest three times around the
lectern to symbolise their journey into married life.

Traditionally, the crowns would be worn for eight days after the ceremony, but
they are now taken off after the priest announces the union and says the benediction.
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Smashing good time. Once the couple is announced as newlyweds, their
parents offer them a crystal glass each. They then muster all of their strength to
shatter them into as many shards as possible, as each piece signifies a year of happy
marriage.

Balloon? It is also traditional for the bride to release a balloon with her maiden
name written on it, as she begins her new life with her new name.

Witnesses. It was once a legal requirement for Russian weddings to include
two witnesses at the official registration of the marriage. While this is no longer
necessary, couples will still choose two witnesses for their wedding day, who will get
to wear a special sash to identify their position.

These witnesses are often what we would call the maid of honour and the best
man.

The grand road trip. Once the official registration has been carried out, the
newlyweds set off on a well-worn path to visit landmarks to get photos and carry out
traditional things at each site.

Russian newlyweds could do these tasks alone but often travel around with a
small group of friends and family.

Couples who marry in St Petersburg will often do several of the following
things:

e Head to Senate Square to get photos with the eternal flame of the heroes of
World War II, the Bronze Horseman statue and the monument to Peter the Great.

e Visit Peter Vassilevsky Island to pet the 4000-year-old Egyptian statues and
stone griffons for good luck.

e Pose for photos with their hands inside the Rostrum Column to symbolise
their new bond of marriage.

e If they haven’t yet smashed their crystal glasses, they can head to the Peter
and Paul Cathedral and do so against the concrete sphere near the fountains.

e Go to the New Hermitage Portico and rub the toes of the marble Atlanti
statues for good luck.

e Visit any other religiously meaningful structures for photos.

Road train. The road trip posse will need transportation to get them around to
all of these landmarks, so the couple will arrange for limousines or a series of cars
decked out in gold rings and flowers to take everyone around in.

The second round. Because the road trip segment of the wedding day is so
time-consuming, most Russian weddings last two days.

As day two rolls around, the couple is no longer in their formal wedding attire
but still dress smartly. This is when the reception kicks off.

Let the games begin. There is lots of eating, drinking, and being merry. And
because traditionally, Russian couples marry earlier (before they are 24 years old),
there are a lot of fun games that are played during the reception.

These include pitting the newlyweds against one another to see who can put
nappies onto or dress a doll the fastest, allowing guests to vote for the gender of their
first baby by placing money onto either a pink or blue plate, and having a fake couple
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show up, sending the guests into a flurry to find the real couple, who will be hiding
somewhere.

You stay, you pay. If you are a guest at a Russian wedding reception, you will
need to be prepared to pay for the privilege of a glass, plate, and cutlery to be able to
fully enjoy the food and drink on offer.

The reason guests have to pay for these items is to help the newlyweds to get
an extra boost to their coffers as they start their new lives together.

Cleaning the floor. As guests arrive at the reception, they drop money (either
real or fake) onto the floor and it is the bride’s responsibility to clean it all up.

Gorko! Wedding toasts are often wrapped up with a shout of “Gorko!” which
means bitter. This is a signal for the newlyweds to kiss. Tradition says the sweetness
of their kiss will enhance the ‘bitter’ drinks.

Guests will also count aloud how many seconds the kiss lasts for, and this is
said to show the strength of their love for one another.

Just so that the newlyweds aren’t having all the fun, the guests then have to
finish off their drinks straight away.

Bride-napping. As if being ‘captured’ before the ceremony isn’t enough,
reception guests can also choose to bride-nap her during celebrations, forcing her new
spouse to cough up a ransom in order to get her back.

Take a bite. Before the newlyweds head off from their reception, they take a
bit of a traditional bread loaf that is heavy on salt. The superstition dictates that the
person who takes the biggest bite will become the head of their future household.

(https://www.easyweddings.com.au)

2. Find in the text the equivalents for the following:

Bbikyn, cMmyTuTbh/3anmyTarh, CBaJeOHBIM Hapsa, WATH 110 KOHLA / JenaTh
OCHOBATEJIbHO, 0OpydeHHe, 0JarocioBisATh, aHAIOW, OJarocioBeHUE, coOpaTh Bce
CWIbI, MPOTOPEHHBIH NyTh, XPYCTAJNbHBIA OOKaj, CTpaBiIUBaTh (IPYr € JIPYrom),
MOATY3HUKH, Ka3Ha.

3. Find the words and word combinations which fit the definitions below,
give their Russian equivalents:

— taking and carrying away of a person by force or fraud;

— a series of challenging physical obstacles an individual, team or animal must
navigate;

— a payment, such as property or money, paid by the bride's family to the
groom or his family at the time of marriage;

— a passage from the Bible;

— a Christian rite recognized as of particular importance and significance;

— the surname prior to marriage of a person who takes their spouse's last name;

— a long strip or loop of cloth worn over one shoulder or round the waist,
especially as part of a uniform or official dress;
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— an object or feature of a landscape or town that is easily seen and recognized
from a distance;

— a group of people who have come together for the same purpose;

— to become full of action and excitement, sometimes including violence;

— to cause to become agitated and confused.

IDEAS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION

1. Prepare a short talk on wedding traditions around the world, choose the most
amusing and extraordinary ones.

2. Many people nowadays get married on tropical islands, in castles, at the
bottom of the sea, even while doing a parachute jump. Do you think a wedding
ceremony in an unusual setting can ensure a happy marriage? What other extreme
wedding ceremonies can you think of?

3. Compose and act out a conversation discussing the problem of preparation to
the wedding party. Consider one of the following situations or suggest a situation of
your own:

— you are invited to an English wedding ceremony;

— your English friend is invited to a Russian wedding party and ask you some

questions;

— you and your fiancé/fiancée plan a ‘quiet’ wedding;

— at a stag-night;

— at a hen party.

TEXT C
1. Read the text for information.
Wedding Superstitions

For most people, weddings are a magical time when even the least superstitious
will watch for portents of future happiness. As a result, the wedding preparations,
ceremony and feast have all become loaded with ritual practices to ward off evil and
bless the marriage with fortune and fertility.

The choice of date is important. May is traditionally unlucky for weddings,
because in ancient Rome, this was a month for remembering the dead, and an ill-
omened time for lovers. In contrast to this, there exists the Christian belief that you
shouldn't marry in Lent. Defying augury, many modern couples marry between
Easter and late May, a practice much encouraged by tax rebates. The tradition that the
bride's parents should pay for the wedding dates from two or three centuries ago,
when wealthy families would pay an eligible bachelor to take an unmarried daughter
off their hands in exchange for a large dowry.

116



Every bride regards her wedding dress as the most hallowed garment she will
ever possess. At most formal weddings, brides still get married in virginal white —
many other colours are considered unlucky. Green, for example, is the fairies' colour
and the wearer may fall into the power of the little people. Yellow, purple, orange
and red are also to be avoided, though blue is safe. The bride's veil is of great
importance; it once had the double function of protecting the bride from the evil eye,
and at the same time served to keep her in seclusion, in case her psychic powers at
this time bewitched people. A bride will also ensure that her wedding outfit includes
"something old, something new; something borrowed, something blue". "OId"
maintains her link with the past; "new" symbolizes the future; "borrowed" gives her a
link with the present; and "blue" symbolizes her purity.

Even a modern bride will observe the taboos about wearing her dress before
the ceremony. The groom mustn't see her in it until she enters the church. Nor must
she wear the complete outfit before the wedding day. Certainly, the veil shouldn't be
tried on at the same time as the dress; many brides put it on for the first time as they
leave for the church. Some brides even believe that the sewing of the dress shouldn't
be finished until the day itself, and leave a few stitches to be completed on the
wedding morning. It's a lucky omen if the bride should see a chimney sweep on her
way to church. Sometimes a sweep is paid to attend the ceremony and kiss the bride —
a relic of the old idea that soot and ashes are symbols of fertility. After the ceremony,
the couple are showered with confetti — to bless the marriage with fertility.

One old custom which hasn't entirely died out was for the bride and sometimes
the groom to negotiate some obstacle as they left the church — guests would impede
them with ropes of flowers, for example, or with sticks that had to be jumped over.
Sometimes a stone was used over which the bride had to jump or be lifted. The belief
was that she left all her bad moods behind her, and that the jump symbolizes her leap
into a new life. After negotiating these hazards, the bride is faced with the wedding
feast. The most important stems is the wedding cake, whose richness symbolizes
fertility, just as it has done since Roman times. Today, the first slice is cut by the
bride to ensure a fruitful marriage, though once the cake was literally broken over the
bride's head; guests then scrambled for fragments, which would bring good.

(From BBC English)

2. Answer the questions.

1. What are the dates that are thought to be unlucky for weddings in Britain?
Why?

2. Why do many modern couples marry between Easter and late May?

3. Is the colour of the bride's wedding dress of importance?

4. What is the function of the bride's veil?

5. Why should the bride's outfit include "something old, something new;
something borrowed, something blue"? What do they symbolize?

6. What other taboos about the bride's outfit should be observed?
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7. Why is a chimney sweep paid to attend the wedding ceremony and kiss the
bride?

8. How is the marriage blessed with fertility?

9. What does the tradition of jumping over some obstacle symbolize?

10. What tradition is connected with the wedding cake? What meaning does it
have?

11. Are weddings in Russia loaded with any ritual practices?

3. Render the text into English. Discuss it in class.
MHOI'OBPAYHBIE HEHHOCTHU

JImumpuii I'youn

Unes o ToM, 4TO KIACCMYECKUA MOHOTaMHBIM Opak (HapoXaiau JETHUIIEK,
KWIA CYACTIMBO, HE U3MEHSIIM, YMEPJIU B OJMH JIEHb) €CTh CJIEICTBHE BHYTPEHHEU
IIPUPOJIBI YEJIOBEKA, — OJIHA U3 BEJIMYANUIINX PA3BOJIOK B MUPOBOI HCTOPUHU

Bbpak 10 XX Beka BooOIIle OCHOBBIBAJICS Ha SKOHOMHUYECKOH MOTPeOHOCTH — a
HBIHE M JKCHIIHMHBI, U MY>KUYHHBI BIIOJJHE SKOHOMHUYECKH CaMOJOCTaTOYHBI, IIPHUYEM
HACTOJIBKO, YTO MOT'YT B OJIMHOYKY POJMTH U BOocnuUTarh aereil. bpak nenbii XX Bek
OCHOBBIBAJICSI Ha IEHHOCTH JIIOOBH, HO B 3MOXY BCEOOIIMX pacHpoja)xk YyBCTBa
J€BaJIbBUPOBAHbI, CPOK IEpPBOM JIOOBM OTOJABUHYJICS (M MOPOW HE HACTYIMaeT
BOOOIIIE), a TaifHa JIOOBU MmaJia (BBIICHWIOCH, YTO CTPACTH HA BCIO )KM3Hb HE OBIBACT
U YTO TOPUT JI0O00Bb Tofla TPH, OT CUJIBI — MATh, & IOTOM BIIOJHE MOXET BCIBIXHYTh
HOBAasi CTPacTh, KOTOpas, KCTaTH, BOOOIE TUIEeBaTh XOTella Ha LIEHHOCTH Opaka — B
HEel TOpsT TBOM Jieca U OETyT U3 HUX TBOU 3BEPH).

S naxe He Oepy MyCyJbMaHCKHE IOJUTAaMHBIE CEMbU — €CIM OHHU TMO-
IIPE)KHEMY CYIIECTBYIOT, TO KTO CKa3aj, 4YTO MOJMIAMHOCTb HE HMEET OCHOB B
Ouonoruu yenoBeka?

Krnaccuueckue Opak M ceMbs, ¢ MOEH TOUKH 3pEHHs, BOOOIE MOTYT OBITh
CYACTJIMBHI JIUIIb B BYX, KpallHE peakuX, ciaydasx. [IepBblii: MyKUMHA U KEHIIHHA
3a BCIO U3Hb TaK M HE Pa3BUBAIOTCS, OCTABasACh BHYTPEHHE TEMHU k€ Mamen u
Murieit, KaKUMH OHU CHUJIEH 32 OJIHOM MapTOM, IpYT B Apyra BIOOUBLIUCH. BTOpOIi:
U MYX, U )K€Ha pa3BUBAIOTCS TAK, YTO YAMBISAIOT U BOCXUIIAIOT Apyr aApyra. Ho ato
YHUKaJIbHBIE sBJICHHUS. B OOJBIIMHCTBE CllydaeB KTO-TO pa3BUBAETCS, KTO-TO
octaerca Ha mecte. Mnu pazBuBaercs Tak, 4ro jydiie Obl ymep MalieHbkuM. Jlanee
cienyer pasBoJl. YeM CTpeMHUTelIbHEEe COLUalbHbIE HW3MEHEHUs B OOLIECTBE
(mpoBoIMpYIOIIKEe U3MEHEHHS] TUYHOCTHBIE), TEM MEHBIIIE IAaHCOB OpaKy OCTaThCs
eauHcTBeHHbIM. Celuac BTOpOM, TpeTuil Opak — 3TO colMalbHas HOpMa, a B
CBAILICHHOCTh CEMBU BEPAT HCKPEHHE, II0-MOEMY, TOJBKO T'OMOCEKCYaJHUCTHI,
KOTOpbIE C HEBEPOSTHBIM OTYassHUEM JO0OMBAIOTCS JIETAIU3allii OJHOIOJBIX OpakoB
U, YBEpSIO Bac, JNOOBIOTCS, yIAapUBLIMCh MOPJOM O Ty ke CTeHY, YTO U TOKa elle
reTepOCEKCyaIbHOE YEJIOBEUYECTBO.
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CnoBoM, TOBOpSI O CEMEWHBIX IIEHHOCTSIX CEroAHs, s Obl Kak MUHUMYM
nepecnpalmBail: 0 EHHOCTIX KOTOPOM Mo cueTy ceMbu peub? B kakoil ¢popme 3ta
CEMbsl CyHIECTBYET? A O LIEHHOCTSX «EIAMHON M HENEIMMON» CEMbH BOOOIIE OBl HE
YIIOMHUHA.

Korna 6b1 HE OTHO «HOY.

VY 3TO0ro caMoro Kjaccu4eckoro Opaka ecTb OJHa LIEHHOCTh. LleHHOCTh B TOM,
YTO CEMbsl MPEBPAIlAa€T COBEPUICHHO YYXHUX JAPYr APYry 1o Opaka MYXYUHY U
KEHIIMHY B pOJACTBEHHUKOB. Korjga »xeHa yke HE TOJbKO BO3JIIOOJIEHHAsA, a
CECTpEeHKa, MaMO4YKa, Jouka (M Jaxke OpaTuiika mopoif). A poACTBEHHOCTb — 3TO
Takas IITyKa, HaJl KOTOpPOW HE BIACTHBI HU JICHBI'M, HU roabl. HaMm Benp mieBaTh, 4TO
TaM C MaTepualIbHBIM ycriexoM uiu nponopuusamMu 90 — 60 — 90 y Hammx Jr00UMBIX
MaM, Jouek, 6adyuek, TeTh, cectep. CoOCTBEHHO, MOATOMY B TAKOM Opake pa3BO/IOB
U He OBIBAET: C POJCTBEHHUKAMU Pa3BECTUCHh HEBO3MOXKHO.

CoOcTBEHHO, BCsSl LIEHHOCTh Opaka €JMHCTBEHHO B ITOM: B 00pa30BaHUU
POJACTBEHHOCTH TaM, T1e ee A0 3Toro He 0but0. U 310 nopororo crout. Kak u Bce To,
YTO HU 34 KAKWE IEHbIM HE KYIUTb.

A TO, 4TO HU 3a KaKue J€HbI'M HE KYNUTb, TOCTYITHO OOBIYHO HE BCEM, IIOTOMY
KaK BCTpEUYaeTcs KpaHe peaKo.

Y3k moBepbTe MHE Kak 4yesioBeKy, 20 JeT )KUBYIIEMY B €IMHCTBEHHOM Opake.

(«O2onéky, 23.12.2007)
LITERATURE CORNER
Getting Married
By A.A. Milne (excerpt)

I.-THE DAY

Probably you thought that getting married was quite a simple business. So did
I. We were both wrong; it is the very dickens. Of course, I am not going to draw back
now. As I keep telling Celia, her Ronald is a man of powerful fibre, and when he says
he will do a thing he does it—eventually. She shall have her wedding all right; I have
sworn it. But I do wish that there weren’t so many things to be arranged first.

The fact that we had to fix a day was broken to me one afternoon when Celia
was showing me to some relatives of hers in the Addison Road. I got entangled with
an elderly cousin on the hearth-rug; and though I know nothing about motor-bicycles
I talked about them for several hours under the impression that they were his subject.
It turned out afterwards that he was equally ignorant of them, but thought they were
mine. Perhaps we shall get on better at a second meeting. However, just when we
were both thoroughly sick of each other, Celia broke off her gay chat with an aunt to
say to me:

“By the way, Ronald, we did settle on the eleventh, didn’t we?”
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I looked at her blankly, my mind naturally full of motor-bicycles.

“The wedding,” smiled Celia.

“Right-0,” I said with enthusiasm. I was glad to be assured that I should not go
on talking about motor-bicycles for ever, and that on the eleventh, anyhow, there
would be a short interruption for the ceremony. Feeling almost friendly to the cousin,
I plunged into his favourite subject again.

On the way home Celia returned to the matter.

“Or you would rather it was the twelfth?” she asked.

“I’ve never heard a word about this before,” I said. “It all comes as a surprise
to me.”

“Why, I’'m always asking you.”

“Well, it’s very forward of you, and I don’t know what young people are
coming to nowadays. Celia, what’s the good of my talking to your cousin for three
hours about motor-bicycling? Surely one can get married just as well without that?”

“One can’t get married without settling the day,” said Celia, coming cleverly
back to the point.

Well, I suppose one can’t. But somehow I had expected to be spared all this
bother. I think my idea was that Celia would say to me suddenly one evening, “By
the way, Ronald, don’t forget we’re being married to-morrow,” and I should have
said “Where?” And on being told the time and place, I should have turned up pretty
punctually; and after my best man had told me where to stand, and the clergyman had
told me what to say, and my solicitor had told me where to sign my name, we should
have driven from the church a happy married couple ... and in the carriage Celia
would have told me where we were spending the honeymoon.

However, it was not to be so.

“All right, the eleventh,” I said. “Any particular month?”

“No,” smiled Celia, “just any month. Or, if you like, every month.”

“The eleventh of June,” I surmised. “It is probably the one day in the year on
which my Uncle Thomas cannot come. But no matter. The eleventh let it be.”

“Then that’s settled. And at St. Miriam’s?”

For some reason Celia has set her heart on St. Miriam’s. Personally I have no
feeling about it. St. Andrew’s-by-the-Wardrobe or St. Bartholomew’s-Without would
suit me equally well.

“All right,” I said, “St. Miriam’s.”

There, you might suppose, the matter would have ended; but no.

“Then you will see about it to-morrow?” said Celia persuasively.

I was appalled at the idea.

“Surely,” I said, “this is for you, or your father, or—or somebody to arrange.”

“Of course it’s for the bridegroom,” protested Celia.

“In theory, perhaps. But anyhow not the bridegroom personally. His best man
... or his solicitor ... or ... [ mean, you’re not suggesting that I myself— Oh, well, if
you insist. Still, I must say I don’t see what’s the good of having a best man and a
solicitor if— Oh, all right, Celia, I’ll go to-morrow.”
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So I went. For half an hour I padded round St. Miriam’s nervously, and then
summoning up all my courage, I knocked my pipe out and entered.

“I want,” I said jauntily to a sexton or a sacristan or something—“] want—er—a
wedding.” And I added, “For two.”

He didn’t seem as nervous as I was. He enquired quite calmly when I wanted
it.

“The eleventh of June,” I said. “It’s probably the one day in the year on which
my Uncle Thomas— However, that wouldn’t interest you. The point is that it’s the
eleventh.”

The clerk consulted his wedding-book. Then he made the surprising
announcement that the only day he could offer me in June was the seventeenth. I was
amazed.

“I am a very old customer,” I said reproachfully. “I mean, I have often been to
your church in my time. Surely—*

“We’ve weddings fixed on all the other days.”

“Yes, yes, but you could persuade somebody to change his day, couldn’t you?
Or if he is very much set on being married on the eleventh you might recommend
some other church to him. I daresay you know of some good ones. You see, Celia—
my—that is, we’re particularly keen, for some reason, on St. Miriam’s.”

The clerk didn’t appreciate my suggestion. He insisted that the seventeenth was
the only day.

“Then will you have the seventeenth?”” he asked.

“My dear fellow, I can’t possibly say off-hand,” I protested. “I am not alone in
this. [ have a friend with me. I will go back and tell her what you say. She may decide
to withdraw her offer altogether.”

I went back and told Celia.

“Bother,” she said. “What shall we do?”

“There are other churches. There’s your own, for example.”

“Yes, but you know I don’t like that. Why shouldn’t we be married on the
seventeenth?”

“I don’t know at all. It seems an excellent day; it lets in my Uncle Thomas. Of
course, it may exclude my Uncle William, but one can’t have everything.”

“Then will you go and fix it for the seventeenth to-morrow?”

“Can’t I send my solicitor this time?” I asked. “Of course, if you particularly
want me to go myself, I will. But really, dear, I seem to be living at St. Miriam’s
nowadays.”

And even that wasn’t the end of the business. For, just as I was leaving her,
Celia broke it to me that St. Miriam’s was neither in her parish nor in mine, and that,
in order to qualify as a bridegroom, I should have to hire a room somewhere near.

“But I am very comfortable where I am,” I assured her.

“You needn’t live there, Ronald. You only want to leave a hat there, you
know.”

“Oh, very well,” I sighed.

121



She came to the hall with me; and, having said good-bye to her, I repeated my
lesson.

“The seventeenth, fix it up to-morrow, take a room near St. Miriam’s, and
leave a hat there. Good-bye.”

“Good-bye.... And oh, Ronald!” She looked at me critically as I stood in the
doorway. “You might leave that one,” she said.

[...]

[II.-THE HONEYMOON

“I know I oughtn’t to be dallying here,” I said; “I ought to be doing something
strenuous in preparation for the wedding. Counting the bells at St. Miriam’s, or
varnishing the floors in the flat, or— Tell me what I ought to be doing, Celia, and I’1l
go on not doing it for a bit.”

“There’s the honeymoon,” said Celia.

“I knew there was something.”

“Do tell me what you’re doing about it?”

“Thinking about it.”

“You haven’t written to any one about rooms yet?”

“Celia,” I said reproachfully, “you seem to have forgotten why I am marrying
you.”

When Celia was browbeaten into her present engagement, she said frankly that
she was only consenting to marry me because of my pianola, which she had always
coveted. In return I pointed out that I was only asking her to marry me because |
wanted somebody to write my letters. There opened before me, in that glad moment,
a vista of invitations and accounts-rendered all answered promptly by Celia, instead
of put off till next month by me. It was a wonderful vision to one who (very properly)
detests letter-writing. And yet, here she was, even before the ceremony, expecting me
to enter into a deliberate correspondence with all sorts of strange people who as yet
had not come into my life at all. It was too much.

“We will get,” I said, “your father to write some letters for us.”

“But what’s he got to do with it?”

“I don’t want to complain of your father, Celia, but it seems to me that he is not
doing his fair share. There ought to be a certain give-and-take in the matter. I find
you a nice church to be married in—good. He finds you a nice place to honeymoon in—
excellent. After all, you are still his daughter.”

“All right,” said Celia, “I’1l ask father to do it. ‘Dear Mrs. Bunn, my little boy
wants to spend his holidays with you in June. I am writing to ask you if you will take
care of him and see that he doesn’t do anything dangerous. He has a nice disposition,
but wants watching."”” She patted my head gently. “Something like that.”

I got up and went to the writing-desk.

“I can see I shall have to do it myself,” I sighed. “Give me the address and I’ll
begin.”

“But we haven’t quite settled where we’re going yet, have we?”

I put the pen down thankfully and went back to the sofa.

122



“Good! Then I needn’t write to-day, anyhow. It is wonderful, dear, how
difficulties roll away when you face them. Almost at once we arrive at the conclusion
that [ needn’t write to-day. Splendid! Well, where shall we go? This will want a lot of
thought. Perhaps,” I added, “I needn’t write to-morrow.”

“We had almost fixed on England, hadn’t we?”

“Somebody was telling me that Lynton was very beautiful. I should like to go
to Lynton.”

“But every one goes to Lynton for their honeymoon.”

“Then let’s be original and go to Birmingham. ‘The happy couple left for
Birmingham, where the honeymoon will be spent.” Sensation.”

““The bride left the train at Ealing.” More sensation.”

“I think the great thing,” I said, trying to be businesslike, “is to fix the county
first. If we fixed on Rutland, then the rest would probably be easy.”

“The great thing,” said Celia, “is to decide what we want. Sea, or river, or
mountains, or—or golf.”

At the word golf I coughed and looked out of the window.

Now I am very fond of Celia—I mean of golf, and—what I really mean, of
course, 1s that I am very fond of both of them. But I do think that on a honeymoon
Celia should come first. After all, I shall have plenty of other holidays for golf ...
although, of course, three weeks in the summer without any golf at all— Still, I think
Celia should come first.

“Our trouble,” I said to her, “is that neither of us has ever been on a
honeymoon before, and so we’ve no idea what it will be like. After all, why should
we get bored with each other? Surely we don’t depend on golf to amuse us?”

“All the same, I think your golf would amuse me,” said Celia. “Besides, I want
you to be as happy as you possibly can be.”

“Yes, but supposing I was slicing my drives all the time, I should be miserable.
I should be torn between the desire to go back to London and have a lesson with the
professional and the desire to stay on honeymooning with you. One can’t be happy in
a quandary like that.”

“Very well then, no golf. Settled?”

“Quite. Now then, let’s decide about the scenery. What sort of soil do you
prefer?”

When 1 left Celia that day we had agreed on this much: that we wouldn’t
bother about golf, and that the mountains, rivers, valleys, and so on should be left
entirely to nature. All we were to enquire for was (in the words of an advertisement
Celia had seen) “a perfect spot for a honeymoon.”

In the course of the next day I heard of seven spots; varying from a spot in
Surrey “dotted with firs,” to a dot in the Pacific spotted with—I forget what, natives
probably. Taken together they were the seven only possible spots for a honeymoon.

“We shall have to have seven honeymoons,” I said to Celia when I had told her
my news. “One honeymoon, one spot.”

“Wait,” she said. “I have heard of an ideal spot.”
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“Speaking as a spot expert, I don’t think that’s necessarily better than an only
possible spot,” I objected. “Still, tell me about it.”

“Well, to begin with, it’s close to the sea.”

“So we can bathe when we’re bored. Good.”

“And it’s got a river, if you want to fish—*

“I don’t. I should hate to catch a fish who was perhaps on his honeymoon too.
Still, I like the idea of a river.”

“And quite a good mountain, and lovely walks, and, in fact, everything. Except
a picture-palace, luckily.”

“It sounds all right,” I said doubtfully. “We might just spend the next day or
two thinking about my seven spots, and then I might ... possibly ... feel strong
enough to write.”

“Oh, I nearly forgot. I have written, Ronald.”

“You have?” I cried. “Then, my dear, what else matters? It’s a perfect spot.” I
lay back in relief. “And there, thank ‘evings, is another thing settled. Bless you.”

“Yes. And, by the way, there is golf quite close too. But that,” she smiled,
“needn’t prevent us going there.”

“Of course not. We shall just ignore the course.”

“Perhaps, so as to be on the safe side, you’d better leave your clubs behind.”

“Perhaps I’d better,” I said carelessly.

All the same I don’t think I will. One never knows what may happen ... and at
the outset of one’s matrimonial career to have to go to the expense of an entirely new
set of clubs would be a most regrettable business.

IV.-SEASONABLE PRESENTS

“I suppose,” I said, “it’s too late to cancel this wedding now?”

“Well,” said Celia, “the invitations are out, and the presents are pouring in, and
mother’s just ordered the most melting dress for herself that you ever saw. Besides,
who’s to live in the flat if we don’t?”

“There’s a good deal in what you say. Still, I am alarmed, seriously alarmed.
Look here.” I drew out a printed slip and flourished it before her.

“Not a writ? My poor Ronald!”

“Worse than that. This is the St. Miriam’s bill of fare for weddings. Celia, I had
no idea marriage was so expensive. | thought one rolled-gold ring would practically
see it.”

It was a formidable document. Starting with “full choir and organ” which came
to a million pounds, and working down through “boys’ voices only,” and “red carpet”
to “policemen for controlling traffic—per policeman, 5s.,” it included altogether some
two dozen ways of disposing of my savings.

“If we have the whole menu,” I said, “I shall be ruined. You wouldn’t like to
have a ruined husband.”

Celia took the list and went through it carefully.

“I might say ‘Season,” I suggested, “or ‘Press.”

“Well, to begin with,” said Celia, “we needn’t have a full choir.”
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“Need we have an organ or a choir at all? In thanking people for their kind
presents you might add, ‘By the way, do you sing?” Then we could arrange to have
all the warblers in the front. My best man or my solicitor could give the note.”

“Boys’ voices only,” decided Celia. “Then what about bells?”

“I should like some nice bells. If the price is ‘per bell’ we might give an order
for five good ones.”

“Let’s do without bells. You see, they don’t begin to ring till we’ve left the
church, so they won’t be any good to us.”

This seemed to me an extraordinary line to take.

“My dear child,” I remonstrated, “the whole thing is being got up not for
ourselves, but for our guests. We shall be much too preoccupied to appreciate any of
the good things we provide—the texture of the red carpet or the quality of the singing.
I dreamt last night that I quite forgot about the wedding-ring till 1.30 on the actual
day, and the only cab I could find to take me to a jeweller’s was drawn by a camel.
Of course, it may not turn out to be as bad as that, but it will certainly be an anxious
afternoon for both of us. And so we must consider the entertainment entirely from the
point of view of our guests. Whether their craving is for champagne or bells, it must
be satisfied.”

“I’'m sure they’ll be better without bells. Because when the policemen call out
‘Mr. Spifkins’ carriage,” Mr. Spifkins mightn’t hear if there were a lot of bells
clashing about.”

“Very well, no bells. But, mind you,” I said sternly, “I shall insist on a
clergyman.”

We went through the rest of the menu, course by course.

“I know what I shall do,” I said at last. “I shall call on my friend the Clerk
again, and I shall speak to him quite frankly. I shall say, ‘Here is a cheque for a
thousand pounds. It is all I can afford—and, by the way, you’d better pay it in quickly
or it will be dishonoured. Can you do us up a nice wedding for a thousand
inclusive?"”

“Like the Christmas hampers at the stores.”

“Exactly. A dozen boys’ voices, a half-dozen of bells, ten yards of awning, and
twenty-four oranges, or vergers, or whatever it is. We ought to get a nice parcel for a
thousand pounds.”

“Or,” said Celia, “we might send the list round to our friends as suggestions for
wedding presents. I’m sure Jane would love to give us a couple of policemen.”

“We’d much better leave the whole thing to your father. I incline more and
more to the opinion that it is his business to provide the wedding. I must ask my
solicitor about it.”

“He’s providing the bride.”

“Yes, but I think he might go further. I can’t help feeling that the bells would
come very well from him. ‘Bride’s father to bridegroom—A peal of bells.” People
would think it was something in silver for the hall. It would do him a lot of good in
business circles.”
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“And that reminds me,” smiled Celia, “there’s been some talk about a present
from Miss Popley.”

I have come to the conclusion that it is impossible to get married decently
unless one’s life is ordered on some sort of system. Mine never has been; and the
result is that I make terrible mistakes—particularly in the case of Miss Popley. At the
beginning of the business, when the news got round to Miss Popley, I received from
her a sweet letter of congratulation. Knowing that she was rather particular in these
matters [ braced myself up and thanked her heartily by return of post. Three days
later, when looking for a cheque I had lost, I accidentally came across her letter.
“Help, help!” I cried. “This came days ago, and I haven’t answered yet.” I sat down
at once and thanked her enthusiastically. Another week passed and I began to feel
that I must really make an effort to catch my correspondence up; so I got out all my
letters of congratulation of the last ten days and devoted an afternoon to answering
them. I used much the same form of thanks in all of them ... with the exception of
Miss Popley’s, which was phrased particularly warmly.

So much for that. But Miss Popley is Celia’s dear friend also. When I made out
my list of guests I included Miss Popley; so, in her list, did Celia. The result was that
Miss Popley received two invitations to the wedding... . Sometimes I fear she must
think we are pursuing her.

“What does she say about a present?” I asked.

“She wants us to tell her what we want.”

“What are we to say? If we said an elephant—"

“With a small card tied on to his ear, and ‘Best wishes from Miss Popley’ on it.
It would look heavenly among the other presents.”

“You see what I mean, Celia. Are we to suggest something worth a thousand
pounds, or something worth ninepence? It’s awfully kind of her, but it makes it jolly
difficult for us.”

“Something that might cost anything from ninepence to a thousand pounds,”
suggested Celia.

“Then that washes out the elephant.”

“Can’t you get the ninepenny ones now?”

“I suppose,” 1 said, reverting to the subject which most weighed on me, “she
wouldn’t like to give the men’s voices for the choir?”

“No, I think a clock,” said Celia. “A clock can cost anything you like — or don’t
like.”

“Right-o. And perhaps we’d better settle now. When it comes, how many times
shall we write and thank her for it?”

Celia considered. “Four times, I think,” she said.

Well, as Celia says, it’s too late to draw back now. But I shall be glad when it’s
all over. As I began by saying, there’s too much “arranging” and “settling” and
“fixing” about the thing for me. In the necessary negotiations and preparations I fear I
have not shone. And so I shall be truly glad when we have settled down in our flat ...
and Celia can restore my confidence in myself once more by talking loudly to her
domestic staff about “The Master.”
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ASSIGNMENTS

1. Find in the text the English for the following words and word
combinations.

YenoBeK ¢ CHIIBHBIM XapaKTCpoM, OBITh M30aBJIEHHBIM OT XJIOIIOT, aaBOKAT,
MCHA YCTPOUT, IMOHOMAPL, OBITH HAaCTPOCHHBIM Ha YTO-JI., 663I[CJ]BHI/IIIaTB, OBITH
3allyIraHHbIM, JKaKIAATb (IITO-JI.), COIIaCUTBCA, 3aTPYAHUTCIIBHOC IIOJIOKCHUC,
CYJIC6HOC MMpCaANMnMCaHuc, TEHT/HaBeEC.

2. Explain the meaning of the following words and word combinations.
Recollect the situations in which they are used in the text.

It is the very dickens; she shall have her wedding all right; I plunged into his
favourite subject; Celia has set her heart on St. Miriam’s; fix it for the seventeenth;
“But what’s he got to do with 1t?”; he is not doing his fair share; the most melting
dress; warblers.

3. Translate the passage from: “/ have come to the conclusion that it is
impossible to get married decently...” till the end of the story.

4. Discuss the following.

1. Who are the main characters? Can you guess their age?

2. How did Ronald get to know that they were getting married? Why was he
surprised? Recollect the details of that afternoon.

3. How did Ronald imagine their wedding day? Was he ready to take an active
part in the process?

4. What do you think of Celia? Does she make all the decisions herself? How
does she make her fiancé think that he is the one who makes the decisions?

5. Do you think Ronald is prepared to take responsibility for anything in his
family life or is he trying to shift responsibility to others? What makes you think so?

6. What surprised Ronald in the church? Did the date of the wedding really
matter for the couple?

7. How did the young people explain their reasons for getting married? Were
they serious about it? What could be their real reasons? Do the young people
complement each other in some way?

8. Do you think Ronald is really fond of Celia or is he trying to convince
himself? Prove your point by citing the text.

9. What can you say about the couple’s sense of humour?

10. How did the couple try to reduce the church bill? How are their characters
and their attitude towards each other revealed in this situation?

11. Prove that Celia is a practical girl.

12. How did it happen that Miss Popley received two invitations? Did it cause
any problem?

13. Do you think it will be a happy marriage? Why?
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5. What stylistic device can be found in the following sentence:

“In the course of the next day I heard of seven spots; varying from a spot in
Surrey “dotted with firs,” to a dot in the Pacific spotted with—I forget what, natives
probably.”?

Comment on the effect.

SUPPLEMENT

BEWARE OF LOVE

By George Mikes

By means of posters, advertisements, lectures and serious scientific books,
people are taught how to avoid or cure flu, smallpox, a broken ankle and mumps; at
the same time the major part of the world's literature (which is not to be confused
with world literature), almost all the films, magazine stories and radio plays persuade
you in an indirect way to catch a much more dangerous disease than any illness,
universally known under the name love.

The main symptoms of the disease are these:

1) The germ — a charming young lady in some cases, not so charming and not
so young in others — makes the silliest and most commonplace remarks and you
consider her wittier than Oscar Wilde, deeper than Pascal' and more original than
Bernard Shaw.

2) She calls you Pootsie, Angelface and other stupid and humiliating names;
you are enchanted and coo with delight.

3) She has no idea what is the difference between UNESCO * and L. C. C.’? and
you find this disarmingly innocent.

4) Whenever she flirts with others and is rude and cruel to you, you buy her a
bunch of flowers and apologize to her. If she misbehaves seriously, you buy her
jewelry.

The overwhelming majority of novels, short stories, films, etc. teach you that
this dangerous mental and physical ailment is something glorious, desirable and
romantic. Who are you to question the wisdom of this teaching? You are expected to
take the lesson of these high authorities to heart and believe that the world is mostly
inhabited by lovers who commit murders and murderers who fall in love.

* X%

The least intelligible thing of all is the fact that love is constantly confused with
marriage. Even if we accept the thesis that love is all-right because it is a "natural
thing" we should, I think, insist that it should be kept out of marriage. You are
supposed to choose your future spouse when you are absolutely incapable of so
doing. You have to choose her or him when you are in love, i.e. when you think
silliness wisdom, affectation real charm, selfishness a good joke and a pretty face the
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most desirable of all human attributes. You would never send a deaf man to buy
gramophone records, a blind man to buy you paintings and an illiterate man to choose
your books; but you are expected to choose the person whom you are going to hear
more than your favourite records, see oftener than any of your pictures and whose
remarks will be more familiar to you than the pages of your most treasured book — in
a state of deafness, blindness and illiteracy. You may be fortunate: there are a great
number of good records, pictures and books around and even the deaf, blind and the
illiterate may make a lucky shot.* You may discover that there is nothing much in
your choice, except that you bought a rousing march’ instead of a pastorale, an
impressive battle scene instead of a still life,® and a copy of War and Peace instead of
The Ideal Husband. Or else, in two years’ time, you may realize that silk stockings
and the films she likes — or the game of billiards he is so terribly fond of — are not the
only things that excite you and that to be called "Pootsie" over the age of thirty-five is
slightly inappropriate. You may wish your wife knew that Vladivostok is not an
illness of which Napoleon died after the siege of Sebastopol. But then it is too late.

I suggest:

1) Any propaganda inciting to love (in films, short stories, novels, paintings,
etc.) should be made a criminal offence. The author of such a piece should be sent to
a desert island with his beloved for five years.

2) Any person falling in love should be sent to quarantine in a similar way.

3) Love should be abolished altogether.

Notes

' Pascal, Blaise (1623-62) — French scientist and religious philosopher. His
scientific work was wide: he laid the foundation for the modern theory of
probabilities, invented the mathematical triangle (Pascal's triangle), formulated
Pascal's law, etc.

2 UNESCO (abbrev.) — United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization — agency of UN, headquarters in Paris, established in 1946. Furthers
world peace by encouraging interchange of ideas and achievements and improving
and expanding education.

3 L.C.C. — London County Council, the body of persons elected to govern
London County.

* to make a lucky shot (fig.) — to get exactly what you desire (a lucky shot
implies that a person who can't shoot well has managed to hit the target).

a rousing march — a loud march intended to rouse a person to action; a
pastorale — a piece of music dealing with country life, suggesting something
peaceful, sweet, lyrical and poetic.

% still life — a painting of fruit, flowers, things (Fr. nature morte).

1. Replace the italicized parts of the sentences by equivalents from the
text:

1. Most books, short stories, films, etc. lead a person to believe without saying
it in so many words that he or she should try to catch a dangerous disease, generally
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known under a name which makes it seem attractive. 2. This grave disease is
presented as something wonderful, splendid and worth having. 3. Moreover you are
not supposed to doubt the truth of this theory. 4. It is hard to account for the fact that
love and marriage are regarded as synonyms. 5. Some people believe it reasonable to
assert that love should have nothing or little to do with marriage. 6. Putting this and
that together it seems logical to regard various ways of encouraging love as
punishable by law.

2. Find in the text English equivalents for the following:

a) adwuma; wu3derarb; BBUICUMBATH, OOJbINAs 4YacTh, YOeXAaTh KOTrO-JL;
OKOJIbHBIM TIyTEM; IIUPOKO HM3BECTHBIM I0J] HA3BAaHUEM; CHUMIITOM; BO30YIUTEIb;
3aboneBanue (2); 3apa3uThes.

b) OaHanbHBIN; OCTPOYMHBIN; TIIynblid (2); YHU3UTENIbHBINA; BOCTOP>KEHHBIH;
OJIMCTaTENIbHBIN; JKeJIaTeIbHBIN; TTOAaBIAI0NIee OOIBITUHCTBO;, HEMOHSATHBIN; CITYyTaTh
¢ 4€M-JI.; UCKJII0UaTh (HE JIOMYCKaTh); TJIYX0Ta; CJIETNOTa; HErPaMOTHOCTD; JIIOOUMAas
MJJACTUHKA; KHUTA, KOTOPOM JOpOXKUIINL, KapTWHAa OWTBBI, OcCaja; HATIOPMOPT;
HEYMECTHBIN; MOJCTPEKATh; YTOJIOBHOE JACSHUE, OTMECHUTD.

3. Put 8-10 questions to the text. Make your groupmates answer them.

4. Choose the proper word:

(quality — attribute — property)

1. Physical strength is one of the ...(s) of the males in the family. 2. The
laboratory is testing the ...(s) of the new element. 3. There was only one ... in a
woman that appealed to him—charm. (Galsworthy). 4. They were fascinated by the
elegant bronze sculpture of Mercury, the messenger of the gods, with his usual . . .,
winged sandals. 5. There was a magic wand in her tiny hand, the ... of supernatural
power. 6. The ... I respect her for is kindness. 7. The ...(s) of the metal are still
unknown.

(illiterate — ignorant)

1. His speech is positively ... . 2. "How can you rely on the judgement of a
superficial and ... person?" 3. The disputants on both sides were ... of the matter they
were disputing about. 4. You might read all the books in the British Museum and still
remain an utterly ... uneducated person (Ruskin).

(to incite — to encourage)

1. The trouble was ... by paid agents. 2. Since early childhood the girl was ... to
cultivate a taste for art.

(confuse — mix)

1. The doctor ... some sleeping drug for me. 2. He is crowding on eighty and
often ... names and places. 3. There was ...(ed) company in the house and he found it
amusing to watch them. 4. She gave a ...(ed) account of the events of the preceding
night. 5. "You ... me, and how can I transact business if 1 am ..? Let's be
clearheaded." (Dickens)
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ARRANGED MARRIAGE

WARM-UP

Questions for discussion:

1. What is an "arranged marriage"?
2. In which countries or cultures is this type of marriage common?
3. Do you know anyone who has had an arranged marriage?

VOCABULARY FOCUS

like the sound of smb. /
smth.

like what you have heard about smb. / smth.; the
impression or implication of smth.

a good catch

a good person to marry for reasons of social status

a great surge

a sudden, powerful feeling

spark (n) emotional flash
fancy (v) BrE find attractive
pressure strong persuasion

be right together / be right
for smb

be suited (to each other)

be into a relationship
informal

be interested in a relationship (in an active way)

enquiry [C] (about)

a request for information about smb. / smth.; a
question about smb. / smth.

meet up (with smb)
phrasal verb, informal

to meet smb., especially by arrangement

attraction [Sg, U]

a feeling of liking somebody

pinpoint smth

to discover or establish something exactly

1. Fill in the blanks with the words from the box.

attraction
a great surge of

catch (n)

(be) right together

Enquiries pinpoint
fancy (v) right for
like the sound of spark (n)
meet up

XN B =

He wasn’t a good .
Because we are ..., Fiona.

Let’s ... again — can you manage next week sometime?
"There’s no change in our plans." "I ... that."

... emotion swept through him.

I will make ..., legal and social, discreetly, of course.

Penelope, you need to make ... about that man immediately!
"The radio says there’ll be rain turning into snow." "Ooh, I don’t ... that."
.. either. He was just a plain office worker.
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9. Yet you still think she might not be ... me.

10. The ... of interest lit in his eyes again.

11. Her husband was a good ... . They say he’s very rich.

12. It is not possible to ... precisely the time of death.

13. Ijust don’t think we ... . I can see that now.

14. She felt ... excitement when she heard the song.

15. He was a good-looking intern, but there simply wasn’t a ... between them.

16. With mental ..., you're infatuated and drunk with the presence of your
significant other, always wanting to be with him or her.

17. We often ... after work and go for a drink.

18. David: Harper & Greene has this wonderful little corner office. Just ... me.

19. How can we ... a date?

20. He could tell she ... him.

2. Match the words in column A to their antonyms in column B.

1. attraction a) decline

2. catch b) disinterest

3. fancy c) dislike

4. pressure d) encouragement
5. spark e) mismatch

6. surge f) repulsion

3. Read the text.

Arranged Marriage. Real-Life Couples

Sarita and Ranjit Sharma talk about their arranged marriage.

— How was the marriage arranged?

Sarita: | was studying in America at the time. A friend of my family told us
there was this man living in Britain who was looking for a suitable girl. My dad liked
the sound of him. We made some enquiries — his education, what he did, that kind of
thing. The news was very encouraging. Ranjit was a good catch.

Ranjit: The first I knew about Sarita was the day before she arrived here! My
father organised the whole thing. I was happy to meet Sarita but I knew I could
always s say no if [ didn’t think we’d be right together.

— What were your first impressions of each other?

Sarita: Good. Although there wasn’t a great surge of attraction, I remember
thinking, “He seems nice.” The atmosphere that day was quite intense because our
families were watching us, so Ranjit suggested we go out for a drink on our own.

Ranjit: I liked Sarita. I found her attractive, but there wasn’t that spark you get
if you see someone you fancy at a party. It was more mental attraction.

— How did you decide on each other?

Sarita: We met up three more times over the two weeks before 1 returned to
America — by then I’d decided that Ranjit was right for me.
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Ranjit: There was pressure from my family after the very first meeting. I’d
seen three girls before Sarita, but she was the first I was interested in. So I said yes
after those first three meetings.

— Do you love each other now?

Sarita: Yes we do. I couldn’t pinpoint an exact time when love began, but it
was about two years into the relationship.

Ranjit: Love came into our relationship after a while. I didn’t wake up one
morning and think, “I love this woman.” The love we now have is warm, deep and
lasting.

(Ideas and Issues)

. Read the story again. Write T (true), F (false) or (don’t know).

. Sarita and Ranjit had known each other as children.

. Sarita's mother liked Ranjit a lot.

. The first time Sarita and Ranjit met, their families were present.

. They were very physically attracted to each other when they met.

. Sarita and Ranjit agreed to get married after knowing each other for just two

DA WD~ A

weeks.
6. They fell in love with each other about two years after their marriage.

5. In pairs, discuss if arranged marriage is a good idea. Why do some
countries have arranged marriages?

OLD ENOUGH TO BE HER GRANDFATHER!
WARM-UP

Discussion

Which of these relationships do you think are OK? Discuss in small groups:
1. A 25-year-old man with a 40-year-old woman.

2. A 17-year-old man with a 40-year-old woman.

3. A 40-year-old man with a 17-year-old woman.

4. An 80-year-old man with an 18-year-old woman.

Do you know anyone in a relationship with a much older or younger person?
Can you think of any famous people in a relationship like this?

1. Read this letter to 'Beth's advice column' in a magazine. Decide what
advice you would give before reading the reply.

Dear Beth,
I’m writing to ask for your advice on my father’s new relationship. My father
is 58 years old and he has just married a young woman of 21. This means my
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stepmother is seven years younger than me! She is far too young for him. My father

seems to be happy with her, but I’m sure that she’s just with him for the money. My

father is a very wealthy man and I don’t think he can see how self-serving this

woman really is. I can’t just watch all this and do nothing. What should I do?
Concerned son.

Now read the reply. Do you agree with the advice?

Dear Concerned Son,

You should really try to be happy for your father. He had a chance of a new life
and this woman is helping him make the best of it. Age is a tricky thing — just
because she’s young, it doesn’t mean they have nothing in common, and she may
have the maturity of a woman twice her age. And try not to think of her as your
‘stepmother’ but more like a new member of the family. Try worrying less and being
more thankful for this new source of delight and inspiration that your father has in
this life.

Beth.

Who do you side with — the son or the father?

2. Decide if the statements below are true (T) or false (F):

1. The marriage is a fairly new one.

2. The son has evidence that his father's wife is after his money.

3. Beth is in favour of giving the marriage a chance.

4. Beth is generally against marriages in which one person is much older than
the other.

3. Look at this sentence from the second letter:
Just because she's young, it doesn't mean they have nothing in common.
Match the two halves of these sentences:

. Just because he's rich,

. Just because she didn't go to university,

. Just because he's got a nice car,

. Just because he's 70,

. Just because you don't like her,

. Just because her last husband died in very suspicious circumstances,

NN AW~

. it doesn't mean he's rich.

. it doesn't mean he's too old to get married.

. it doesn't mean she's after his money.

. it doesn't mean she's less intelligent.

. it doesn't mean the same thing will happen to your dad.

O 00 o
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f. it doesn't mean you have to be unpleasant to her.
3. Now work in pairs or small groups and discuss your answers to the

following:

1. At what age do you consider someone is old enough to:

begin going out with a boyfriend / girlfriend?

have sex?

get married?

have children?

At what age are people too old for the activities above, in your opinion?

2. Is it generally better if people go out with people of a similar age? Why?
Why not?

3. What advantages can there be for a young man to have a relationship with an
older woman? Any disadvantages?

What advantages can there be for a younger woman to see an older man? Any
disadvantages?

4. Look at this personal advertisement from a newspaper:

Looking for fun? Hi, I'm 24 years old, 5'10", 115 lbs. I'm a model, very fit,
excellent body and very sensual. I'm looking for a man, preferably a MUCH older
man who can help me feed my expensive tastes. If you know how to take care of me,
I know how to be very grateful. Box no.5497.

What do you think about a woman who places an advertisement like this one?

What do you think about a man who answers this kind of advertisement?

(Taboos and Issues)

NOT MY TYPE
WARM-UP

Discussion

1. How important is it for you to have a physically attractive partner?

2. Could you fall in love with someone who was physically unattractive?

3. Have you ever been out with someone who had a disgusting / embarrassing
habit?

1. Here are two letters to the ‘problem page’ of a magazine. As you read
them, think about this question:

Have you ever met anyone with the same or similar ‘problems’?

Dear Betty,

I've met this wonderful woman. She's tall, beautiful, intelligent, charming —
nearly everything a man could ever want. There's only one problem. Every time she
tries to kiss me I feel like being sick!
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At first I thought it was a passing thing — that maybe she just needed to brush
her teeth more. Now I realise that this must be some kind of permanent condition.
What do I do now? I can't go on holding my breath (as I'm doing now) every time she
leans over to kiss me. It's getting to the point where I don't even look in her direction
when she talks to me! This is not your average morning-breath kind of smell — this is
more like something has died inside her!

What should I do?

Thomas
skkk

Dear Betty,

I have one of the most thoughtful, kind, considerate men on the planet but he
has this really disgusting habit that I can't stand and I can't decide how to tell him.

Basically, the problem is he picks his nose. I don't mind so much when we're at
home, alone, but when we're in public, in a nice restaurant, or worse, at my parents'
house when we're having dinner, I just want to disappear. He starts digging in and
pulling things out and throwing them on the floor, or even worse, putting them in his
pocket! And then afterwards when he wants to hold my hand or touch my face I
avoid his advances — and of course he gets upset.

I want to tell him about it because I don’t think he realises that he does it, but
I'm afraid I'll embarrass him and I don't want to lose him. I mean, I don't want to
sound like I'm his mother.

Please help.

Emily

(Taboos and Issues)

2. Discuss the following with a partner:

1. Find words and expressions that tell you how bad Thomas’s girlfriend’s
breath is.

2. Did anything in the two letters make you laugh?

3. Which problem above did you think was worse?

4. What would you do in Thomas’s or Emily’s situation?

3. Read the following extract and render it into English.

IVIOXUE NTPUBBIYKHU

['oBopAT, 4TO XOpOLIME NPUBBIYKH JIYYllle, YEM XOPOIIUE NPUHLMIIBI, a
XOPOIINE MAaHEPHI — JIYYIlIEe, YEM XOPOILINE MPUBBIYKH.

Bce Mb1 He 6e3 rpexa. To, uTo Ka)xeTcsi HOpMajibHbIM HaM, HHOTJA IIOKUPYET
TeX, KTO UMEET ApYrue MpejacTaBiieHus 00 ykiaae >KU3HU. 3ajyMaitecb 00 3TOM

136



nepes TeM, Kak BO3MYILATHCS TEM, YTO MYXK HE BCETJIa BBITHPAET HOTM WJIM MOET
nocyny. Moxet, Baiiy BoJIoCkl Ha IIETKE BBI3BIBAIOT Y HETO HE MEHBIIEE HENIPUATHE,
HO OH MOJIYUT, YTOOBI HE OBITH MPEBPATHO MOHSATHIM?

Nnu HaoOOpoT — MyXYHMHA, KOTOPBIM TpeOyeT OT >KeHbl, YTOObI MOJIOTEHIIA
BHCEJIM, HAKPAXMAJICHHBIE U B OIPEICICHHOM NOPSJAKE, TOJIBKO IMOTOMY, YTO €ro
MaMma Jiejajia MMEHHO TaK, U He CTECHSIOUIUIICS KOBBIPATH B 3y0ax.

CBoM TIpUBBIYKM HE KaXyTCs OTTaJKUBAIOIIMMHU, I[OKa HE HAayMHaCIIb
3aJlyMbIBaThCsi 00 ATOM, Ha CBOEW WLIKype HCIBITAB, KaK MOET JeHCTBOBATH Ha
HEpBbl XPYCTEHHME MNaJlbllaMM WJIM KadaHue Horod. M Bce-Taku OONBIIMHCTBO
MPUBBIYEK, KOTOPBIE MEIIAIOT KUTh, OAIOTCS KIaCCU(PUKALIMH.

bonpmmuHCTBO MrOAel cumTaloT cebsi YHUKAIbHBIMU BO BCEM, YTO KacaeTcs
MHJIBIX CEPJILLY BPEAHBIX IPUBBIUCK.

Bceerna nu Bel akkypaTHO pa3BeminBaeTe CBOU BEIIM U paccTaBisieTe 00YyBb?
Wnu e KUBOMUCHBIN OeCTIOpsIOK B Balllel KOMHATE HABOJUT HAa MaMy CBSIICHHBIN
cTpax? boibllie MOJOBHUHBI ONIPOLICHHBIX OCTYNAOT UMEHHO TaK.

Crnydanoch JId BaM HACTOJIbKO BBIUTHU M3 ce€0s, 4TO Bbl HAUMHAJIA METaTh B
OKpY’KaroUIMX BCE, YTO MOJ PYKYy MOJBEPHETCS ?

Bbl ropaurechs cBOeW CHEPKAaHHOCTBIO U YMEETE B HYKHBIE MOMEHT JEpKaTh
cebs B pykax? Tak BOT, BbI OTHOCUTECH K MEHBILIUHCTBY.

Hekoropble nrofCKHe MPUBBIYKKM MPOCTO HE MOAJNAIOTCS OOBSCHEHHIO, HO
MHOT'/Ia TIOJIHASI HEJIEMOCTh HE BBITVIIAUT TAaKOW YK HEYMECTHOM B ONPEIEIICHHBIX
oOcrosiTenbcTBax. Hampumep, KpacuTh pEeCcHHULbI Topa3fo ynoOHee C OTKPBHITHIM
PTOM, M Ka4€CTBO MAKHUSIKA IPU 3TOM ropas3zo JIydlle.

Bpeonvie npusviuku — 5mo He npocmo Nocieocmeus nioxXo20 GOCHUMAHUSL.
Kaorcoas uz nux cosopum o kaxkou-mo éHympenHei npooaeme.

Hanpumep, npuBbIlYKa XpycTeTh NajbllaMH, KayaTb HOIOM, MOCTYKHBAaTh IO
CTOJy O0O3HAyaeT, YTO IJsi CHATHS HEPBHOTO HAINpPSIKEHUS OPraHu3M MbITAeTCA
aKTUBHU3UPOBATH KAKYIO-TO JABUTaTeNbHYIO0 GyHKIMIO. Eciiv oMH pa3 3To OMOIIIO —
TO MIPUBBIYKA 3aKPEIUISIETCS, KaK CPEICTBO, IOMOTAIOIIEE B TAHHOW CUTyalluu. Takue
MPUBBIYKK MOXKHO M3XUTh 0€300JI€3HEHHO, TyTEM 3aMEHbl Ha MOA00HYI0, HO MEHEe
3aMETHYIO JUISl OKpYXaroluX. /{1 *KEHIIMH 3TO 4acTO — IUIATOYEK, CyMOYKAa WU
KOHEIl pEMEIIKA, ISl My>KUWH — CUTapeTa WM KapaH/all B pyKax.

Kauanve HOrol MOXHO 3aMEHUTh MOCTYKMBAaHHEM KaOJIyKOB, IPHUBBIUKY
pacxaXuBaTh 0 KOMHATE — PUCOBAaHUEM KJIETOUEK, U TaK Jlajiee.

Ho s Tex, KTO JKUBET PsAOM, MOXKHO IMOCOBETOBaTh OOpaTUTh BHUMAHUE Ha
MPUBBIYKK KaK Ha MPHU3HAK, YTO y MapTHepa He Bce B mopsnke. Jlydmmii cnocod
n30aBlieHUs — O3TO YyCTpaHEHHWE MNpPUYUHBL. Tak YTO W HENpUSATHBIE OBITOBBIC
MPUBBIYKK MOTYT OBITh, C OJJHOM CTOPOHBI, U3KUTHI, & C APYTOM CTOPOHBI, CIY>KUTh
CBOEOOpa3HOM CUTHANM3alUMEeN, CUTHAJIOM O TOM, YTO OJIM3KUN YEIOBEK HYX AAeTCs B
MTOMOIIM U TIOJIJIEPHKKE.

Takoe oTHOmIEHME K HHMM TOpa3go MNPOAYKTHUBHEE, 4YeM OEeCCMBICICHHAs
pyranb, MOCTOSHHBbIE TMOHYKaHUs W HanoMuHaHWs. ONBIT MOKa3bIBAET, YTO OHU
IIOMOTAOT OYEHb MAaJIo.
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Ho ecTh mpuBBIUKM, WIH NPUCTPACTHUSA, KOTOPbIE JAEHCTBUTEIBHO OMACHBI U
BpEIHbl. OJTO TMPUCTPACTUE K AaJKOIOJII0, HApKOTUKaM, a3apTHBIM WIpaM H
00JIe3HEHHbIE TPUCTPACTHUS K UEMY-TO KaK (DaKT.

(Usnesa B.B. Cemetinas ncuxonoaus)

4. Make up and act out a dialogue between a counsellor and a client.
Discuss relationship problems.

ON MARRIAGE
By George Mikes

Marriage is different from love. It is a good institution but I must add that a lot
depends on the person you are married to.

There is no such thing as a good wife and a good husband — there is only a
good wife to Mr. A. or a good husband to Mrs. B.

If a credulous and gullible woman marries a pathological liar, they may live
together happily to the end of their days — one telling lies, the other believing them.

A man who cannot live without constant admiration should marry a "God, you
are wonderful" type of woman. If he is unable to make up his mind, he is right in
wedding a dictator. One dictator may prosper in a marriage: two are too many.

The way to matrimonial happiness is barred to no one. It is all a matter of
choice. One should not look for perfection, one should look for the complementary
half of a very imperfect other half.

If someone buys a refrigerator, it never occurs to him that it is a bad
refrigerator because he cannot play gramophone records on it; nor does he blame his
hat for not being suitable for use as a flower-vase. But many people who are very
fond of their stomach marry their cook or a cook — and then blame her for being less
radiantly intelligent and witty than George Sand'. Or a man may be anxious to show
off his wife's beauty and elegance, marry a mannequin and be surprised to discover in
six months that she has no balanced views on the international situation. Another
marries a girl only and exclusively because she is seventeen and is much surprised
fifteen years later to find that she is not seventeen any more. Or again if you marry a
female book-worm who knows all about the gold standard, Praxiteles® and Kepler's®
laws of planetary motions, you must not blame her for being somewhat less beautiful
and temperamental than Marylin Monroe®. And if ladies many a title or a bank
account, they must not blame their husbands for not being romantic heroes of the
Errol Flynn’ type.

You should know what you are buying. And as long as you do not play records
on your refrigerator and do not put bunches of chrysanthemums into your hat, you
have a reasonable chance of so-called happiness.
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Notes

' Sand, George (pseud. of Amandine Aurore Lucile Dupin Dudevant,

1804—-1876), French novelist.

> Praxiteles [prak'sitoli:z] (390-330 BC), Athenian sculptor.

3 Kepler, Johann (1571-1630), German astronomer and mathematician.

* Monroe, Marylin (pseud, of Norma Jean Baker or Martenson, 1926-1962),
US film actress.

> Flynn, Errol (1909-1959), Hollywood actor.

1. Discuss the problems that might concern:

* a husband who is a pathological liar;

* two dictators in a marriage;

* a "God, you are wonderful" type of a woman;
* a cook type of a woman;

* a mannequin of a woman;

» a wife who is seventeen no more;

* a female book-worm,;

* a husband being not romantic.

2. Assume the roles of:

* a husband who is a pathological liar and his credulous wife;

* two dictators in a marriage;

* a "God, you are wonderful" type of a wife and a husband who cannot live
without constant admiration;

* a husband who is fond of his stomach and a cook type of a wife;

* a lively, romantic wife and a prosaic husband.

3. Answer the questions:

1. Does matrimonial happiness exist in the abstract? Give your reasoning.

2. What is meant by saying that the way to matrimonial happiness is barred to
no one?

3. Should a husband and his wife have similar personalities?

4. What rule should one be guided by when choosing a spouse?

5. What other types of husbands and wives could you name? Speak of their
relationships.

WHY MARRIAGE MATTERS

PRESS RELEASE
For release on February 14, 2002
Contact: Mary Schwarz

Just in time for Valentine's Day, thirteen of the top scholars on family life have
issued a joint report on the importance of marriage. The report is based on decades of
research and the findings are striking.
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Why Marriage Matters: 21 Conclusions from the Social Sciences was produced
by a politically diverse and interdisciplinary group of leading family scholars. This is
the first time leading family scholars have issued a definitive joint report based on a
steadily accumulating and by now very large body of social science evidence about
the consequences of marriage and its absence.

Since 1960, the proportion of children who do not live with their own two
parents has risen sharply — from 19.4% to 42.3% in the Nineties. This change has
been caused, first, by large increases in divorce, and more recently, by a big jump in
single mothers and cohabiting couples who have children but don't marry. For several
decades the impact of this dramatic change in family structure has been the subject of
vigorous debate among scholars. No longer. These 21 findings are now widely agreed
upon.

Even E. Mavis Hetherington's just released Divorce Reconsidered: For Better
or Worse, which argues that the consequences of divorce are not so troubling as other
recent books on the subject have suggested, does not dispute the basic facts. The
dispute is about the interpretation of the facts. For instance, Hetherington agrees that
between 20% to 25% of the children of divorce suffer from serious, long-term
emotional problems. But she says that's not so bad — that means 80% to 75% don't
suffer serious, long-term emotional problems. The 20-25% figure is not in dispute;
what is in dispute is whether such a figure constitutes a serious social problem.

Among the research findings summarized by the report are:

About Children:

o Parental divorce reduces the likelihood that children will graduate from
college, and achieve high-status jobs.

e Children who live with their own two married parents enjoy better physical
health, on average, than children in other family forms. The health advantages of
married homes remain even after taking into account socioeconomic status.

o Parental divorce approximately doubles the odds that adult children will end
up divorced.

About Men:

e Married men earn between 10 and 40 percent more than single men with
similar education and job histories.

e Married people, especially married men, have longer life expectancies than
otherwise similar singles.

e Marriage increases the likelihood fathers will have good relationships with
children. Sixty-five percent of young adults whose parents divorced had poor
relationships with their fathers (compared to 29% from non-divorced families).
About Women:

e Divorce and unmarried childbearing significantly increases poverty rates of
both mothers and children. Between one-fifth and one-third of divorcing women end
up in poverty as a result of divorce.

e Married mothers have lower rates of depression than single or cohabiting
mothers.
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e Married women appear to have a lower risk of domestic violence than
cohabiting or dating women. Even after controlling for race, age, and education,
people who live together are still three times more likely to report violent arguments
than married people.

About Society:

e Adults who live together but do not marry — cohabitors — are more similar to
singles than to married couples in terms of physical health and disability, emotional
well-being and mental health, as well as assets and earnings. Their children more
closely resemble the children of single people than the children of married people.

e Marriage appears to reduce the risk that children and adults will be either
perpetrators or victims of crime. Single and divorced women are four to five times
more likely to be victims of violent crime in any given year than married women.
Boys raised in single-parent homes are about twice as likely (and boys raised in
stepfamilies three times as likely) to have committed a crime that leads to
incarceration by the time they reach their early thirties, even after controlling for
factors such as race, mother's education, neighborhood quality and cognitive ability.

1. Read the text and prepare a set of questions for discussion.

2. Find in the text the English equivalents for the following words and
word combinations. Use them in sentences.

COBOKYITHOCTh JIOKA3aTEIbCTB, MPHPOCT, BIHMSHHUE, OypHas IHCKYCCHs, HE
OCITApUBACTCS/OCIIApUBACTCSI, B CPEIHEM, YMCHBINATH/YBEINYNBATh BEPOSTHOCTH
(pucK), ynBawBaTh IIAHCHI, MPOJOJKUTEIBHOCTDh YKU3HH, JCTOPOXKICHHUE, YPOBEHB
OCTHOCTH, CHJILHO HAIlOMHWHATH, NPECTYIHUK, B JBA/TPH pa3a daile, 3aKIFOUYCHHC
(TrOpeMHoOe).

3. Insert prepositions where necessary.

1. The report is based ... a steadily accumulating body ... evidence ... the
consequences ... marriage and its absence.

2. Since 1960, the proportion of children who do not live ... their own two
parents has risen sharply — ... 19.4% ... 42.3% in the Nineties.

3. This change has been caused, first, by large increases ... divorce, and more
recently, ... a big jump ... single mothers and cohabiting couples.

4. This dramatic change ... family structure has been the subject ... vigorous
debate ... scholars.

5. Most scholars now agree ... the findings.

6. Recent books ... the subject have suggested that the consequences of divorce
are not so troubling.

7. What is ... dispute is whether such a figure constitutes ... a serious social
problem.

8. Children who live ... their own two married parents, ... average enjoy ...
better physical health.
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9. Children ... divorced parents will end ... divorced.
10. Cohabitors are more similar ... singles than ... married couples ... terms of
physical health and disability.

ZOMBIE MARRIAGE

Are you living in a Zombie Marriage? The 9 telltale signs revealed!
Good to Know May 5, 2016

On the outside, it looks like your relationship is alive and well.

You turn up at family gatherings and parties together, you’re both cheering on
the kids at their sporting events and the atmosphere around the house is civil — most
of the time. There are certainly no blazing rows.

Sometimes you’re so good at keeping up appearances that you can even
convince yourself that everything is OK. However, for one or both of you, something
doesn’t feel right...

If this is all starting to sound familiar then marital therapist Andrew Marshall
might have the answer. Many couples who ignored the warning signs, buried their
problems and then ended up in a place he refers to as a ‘zombie marriage’.

But are you in a zombie marriage? And if so, how can you fix it? Here,
Andrew explains the signs to look out for — and the solutions!

Quiz: How to tell if you’re in a zombie marriage

Read through the following statements and add up how many of them sound
familiar...

1. There is plenty of family time, but we rarely do something as a couple
(without other couple friends present).

2. When sex does happen, it is functional, brief and not particularly satisfying.

3.1 feel like I am tiptoeing around a silent argument that’s been going on for
years, but I’ve no real idea how it started or what it’s about.

4. There are times | dread my partner coming home.

5. There is something that 1 can’t forgive my partner for having done/lI did
something that my partner can’t move past.

6. I bite my tongue all the time because there are more and more topics about
which we will never be able to agree.

7. 1 would find it hard to get through the weekend without thinking of a special
friend at work or some flirty texting.

8. 1 used to be angry with my partner but, although these days he or she can
sometimes be irritating, [ am largely indifferent.

9. I often fantasise about starting a new life once the children are older or have
left home.

If you agreed with two of the above statements: there’s cause for concern
but you are not in a zombie marriage.
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Three statements: you are on the cusp of a zombie marriage
Four or more statements: you're soundly in zombie marriage territory (but you
probably knew that before you did the test).

What causes a zombie marriage?

Relationships don’t die overnight, and the roots in many cases are in everyday
life. At first sight, it can seem like you’re protecting your marriage — because who
wants rows all the time? — but it comes at a terrible cost. It’s impossible for two
people to live together without disagreements, from one of you nagging about the
lights being left on, to disagreeing over ideas about money. You may choose to
‘switch off” and let these rows go by without mention, but this could be even more
detrimental in the long run.

By picking and choosing the feelings you switch off to, soon you may not just
lose the ones you consider ‘negative’ but also the positive feelings, such as love and
respect. By avoiding rows, you may lose the chance to sort out disagreements, too.

As well as switching off your feelings, other causes include:

e infrequent and unsatisfying sex;

e focusing on being such great parents that you neglect being partners;

e unresolved problems from the past (normally an affair);

e financial issues (there is not enough money to run two houses, so you soldier
on).

Nine ways to cure a zombie marriage

1. Have weekends away just the two of you.

2. Adopt habits that promote more time together (eat together in the evening,
choose some television shows to watch together, go to bed at the same time, etc).

3. Explain what you want rather than expecting your partner to be a mind
reader.

4. Learn that it’s OK to say ‘no’ or ‘maybe’ and negotiate to find a solution
acceptable to both of you.

5. Touch each other more (cuddle up on the sofa while watching television,
give each other back and neck rubs, stroke your partner’s arm while he or she is
driving the car, etc).

6. Deal with the small issues — rather than letting them go — as this will create
confidence for tackling medium-sized and bigger ones.

7. Put a lock on your bedroom door, so you have somewhere private to be
sexual without the fear of being interrupted.

8. When your partner is talking to you, give him or her your full attention — put
down your phone or tablet.

9. Increase the number of compliments, thank-yous and smiles — it takes five of
these positive interactions to wipe out one snide comment.

(https://www.goodto.com)
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THE FIVE STAGES OF MARRIAGE
By Dr. Linda Cooper Miles

When we first fall in love, the world is alive, wondrous, and meaningful. We
are swept up into powers beyond our control or reasoning — the divine mystery. This
romantic, passionate love propels us toward bonding. So why then, do so many
marriages become mired in fault-finding, repression and rigidity?

It is very important for young brides and grooms to be aware of the stages a
marriage moves through. The first stage is romantic bliss. A relationship begins as a
joyful, spontaneous, passionate dance. This beautiful dance that begins like a
fairytale, needs work, imagination, music, and inspiration to develop into a long-
lasting, fulfilling unity of souls.

In order to grow, a long-term relationship moves through the following stages:

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5

Romance Fault Finding | Blaming Acceptance Transformation

"You're perfect"| "You're flawed" | "You do it to me" | "You just do it" | "We grow together"

Most couples get stuck in stages 2 and 3. So much hurt and damage can occur
in these stages that around 50% of married couples decide to divorce, the other 50%
either withdraw from one another and live in a politely superficial way, or continue to
fault-find or blame and may verbally attack for decades.

How do some couples transcend fault-finding and continue their dance? What
we need to realize is that even when we are noticing faults, it indicates the connection
with our partner is alive. It means the person has a strong impact on us. The more
passion and caring you have for a person, the harder it is to move through this stage.
If we learn to communicate and negotiate constructively, our relationship will deepen
and reach acceptance.

When 1 read fairytales to my four year old granddaughter, I am careful to
change the endings. I tell her that it is not true that we simply marry and live "happily
ever after." I explain to her that a couple has to work hard to maintain a good and
happy marriage.

Having a good relationship is like learning to manage a fire. When we take
care of the fire properly — add logs when needed and manage the potential
destructiveness, it generates warmth, sensuality, and great beauty in our lives.

As Shakespeare wrote, "There is no safety, but in risking all for love."
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HHOYEMY MbI BJIIOBJAEMCSA HE B TEX?

Ilcuxonocu — o mom, umo cmoum 3a HEG3AUMHBIMU YYBCMBAMU U MALOU K
napmmuepam nocmapuie

CratucTuKa MOKa3bIBaeT, 4YTO HeJOCTaTKa Jo0BM B Poccuu HeT: okojio 83
MIPOIICHTOB OMPOIIECHHBIX HCIBITHIBAIOT JIFOOOBb K JPYTUM JIIOIsAM, a 84 TpoleHTa
qyBCTBYIOT ce0s to0umMbiMu. Ho uto nenath octanbHbiM 16—17 mpouentam? ['pymnma
TICUXO0JIOTOB pacckazana «JIeHTte.py» o0 MexaHusMe (HOpMUPOBaHUs JIOOBH, €ro
OMOJIOTMYECKUX MCTOKAX, a TaKXKe Jlaja COBETHI TEM, KTO OT BIJIFOOJICHHOCTH TOJILKO
MocTpagall.

J1000BBb — 3TO...

[Ipexne 4YeM TOBOPUTH O BIIOOJEHHOCTM M €€ MEXaHM3MaX, CTOUT
pazo0paThCs, 4YTO KE TaKOe JIFOOOBb C TOYKH 3PEHHS TICUXOJIOTOB, a HE aBTOPOB
TEKCTOB K BKJIQAbIIIAaM M3 3HaMeHUTON kBaukh «Love 1s...». Kak oka3anocs,
€JMHCTBA MHEHUH cpesu MpodeCCUOHAIOB HET.

«OmnpenaeneHus: JO0OBHM KaK TaKOBOM HE CYIIECTBYET, ATO JHIIL OJHA U3
XapaKTePUCTUK TyXOBHOCTH. Ho m000BR BCEe e MOXKHO OXapaKTepuU30BaTh Kak
IIyOOKO€ YYyBCTBO HEXHOM NMPHUBA3aHHOCTHU, OCHOBAHHOE Ha TJIABHBIX MHCTUHKTAX
YeJI0BEKa», — OTMETHII Itcuxouor U ncuxuarp [laBen ['acbkoB.

Kak 310 paGoraer?

MexaHu3M BIIOOJIEHHOCTH BEChMa CJIOKEH — 3TO COYETaHHE M3 CIIEHApUEB
OTHOILICHUM POAMTENICH, TPaBMHUPYIOIIMX CUTYyallMd MPOILIOro, OCOOCHHOCTEH
MICUXUKU M OWOJOTUM YeJOBEKa, paccKazayl SK3UCTCHIMAIBHBIN TMCUXOTEPAINEBT
®enop Ocunos.

JIro00Bb, MO €ro ciaoBaM, MPEACTABIAECT COOOM CHHTE3 ICUXUUYECKOTO U
¢dbuszuonornyeckoro. Ha ypoBHE MNCHUXMKM 4YEJIOBEK 3amedyaTieBaeT POJAUTEIbCKHE
MOJIEJIA B OTHOIIEHUSIX M CTPEMUTCS UX BOCIPOM3BECTU BO B3POCJION JKM3HM, a Ha
ypOBHE OHMOJIOTHH JIFOOOBB CBsI3aHA C BHIPAOOTKON OCOOBIX TOPMOHOB HWJIM TOT'O, YTO
MIPUHSITO HA3bIBATh XUMHUEU MEXKY JIIOJIbMHU.

[Tpomiblii ONBIT TakXKe 3HAYMTENIHHO BIMSIET HAa HaAcTofAllee W Oymayiiee
BOCIIPUATHE JIIOOBM dYeJIOBEKOM. MpbI BIIOOJIAEMCS B JIOJIEH, KOTOpPBIE YEM-TO
HallOMHUHAIOT (UTYphI, 3HAYMMbIE B HAIleHd JKU3HU U C KOTOPHIMH CBSI3aHBI
HE3aBEPILIEHHBIE SMOLIMOHAIBHBIE MPOIIECCHI.

[Tomyuaercsi, m000BH TMPEACTABISET COOOM CIIOXKHOE COYETAaHHE U3
MICUXOJOTMYECKUX ACTIEKTOB, CLICHAPUEB OTHOMIEHUM U3 JAETCTBA U UTPbl TOPMOHOB.
Onnako mMexaHusM (OpMHUPOBaHUS BIIOOJEHHOCTH HAa YPOBHE Tella CJIOXKHEE, YeM
MO>KHO MPEICTABUTh.

Te0s BbIOEPYT MO 3amaxy

Kak oTrmeTnn kannunmar 6uosnorundeckux Hayk Bsiuecnap [lyObIHMH, MEXaHU3M
BIIFOOJICHHOCTH 3aredaTaH IIyOOKO B opraHu3Me 4denoBeka. OJuH W3 HEOOBIUHBIX
KpUTEpPUEB, KOTOPHIA BIMSIET Ha TOSBICHUE YYBCTBAa JIIOOBU K OIPEIACICHHOMY
YeJI0BEKY, — 3alax.

Kpome Ttoro, Ha BBIOOp mapTHEpa TaKKe BIUSET HMMIPUHTHHT — OTO
«BIIEYATHIBAHKUE» B MO3T OIpe/IeICHHON KITI0UeBOM MHGOPMALIUK B TIEPHUO]T PA3BUTHUS
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pebenka. «bmaromgaps MMNOPUHTUHTY pPEeOCHOK 3aleydariieBaeT B PaHHEM BO3pacTe
00pa3bl, IO KOTOPHIM 3aT€M BBIOUPAET MapTHEPA», — MOSICHUII OH.

B nepuoj monoBoro co3peBaHusi MOKET ObITh 3al€4aTiieH KTO-TO M3 YJIEHOB
ceMbd, a B OoJyiee B3pOCIOM BO3PAacT€ OCOOEHHO 3alOMUHAeTCs 00pa3 Tak
Ha3bIBaeMOM «1mepBoi J0O0BU». [103TOMY OOBEKT BIIIOOJIEHHOCTH 3a4acTyl0 MOXOX
BHEIITHE WIH 110 OBEJICHUIO Ha 00pa3 3HaUMMON (PUTYpHI B )KM3HU YeJIOBEKA.

JIroouT — He J00HUT

I[Io pmanneiM  BIIMAOM, okono 17 DpOLEHTOB PpPOCCHUSH HCIBITHIBAIOT
HEB3aMMHOE 4yBCTBO. JIIoguM mpOOIDKAIOT JIIOOUTh HEB3aMMHO, IOTOMY YTO
CBSI3BIBAIOT C MApPTHEPOM CJIMIIKOM MHOIO OXKHMJIAHHUW IO TOBOJY YAOBIETBOPEHUS
JUYHBIX TOTPEOHOCTEN, KOTOPBIE MO KaKOW-TO MPUUUHE CAMOCTOSITENILHO 3aKPBITh HE
ynaercs, oobsicHseT ncuxoaHanutuk Hagexna Kyry3osa.

«Hampumep, KeHIIMHA, KOTOpas TEpernojHEHAa CTpaxaMH OTHOCUTEIBHO
MOCTPOEHUSI Kaphepbl, HEB3aMMHO BIIOOJSIETCS B aMOMIMO3HOTO MY>KUUHY-
KapbepucTa. 3alMKIMBaHUE TPOUCXOJIUT U3-3a HAJAENEHUs ero (Qurypsl
CBEPXILIEHHOCTHIO, MOCKOJbKY C HHUM CBSI3aHbl OKMJIAaHUS YIOBJIETBOPEHUS JTUYHOU
HOTPEOHOCTH B CaMOpeaIn3aluny, — 3aMETHIIa TICUXOJIOT.

Hep3aumHOCTh, 1O €€ MHEHHMIO, CBSI3aHa CO CTPAaXOM Iepej] peaibHbIMU
OTHOIICHUSIMHU, KOTOpbIE MO KaKOW-TO NMpHUYMHE KaKyTcs HeOezonmacHbIMHU. Tem He
MeHee MOTPEOHOCTh B JIIOOBH HE MCYE3AET, a MPUHUMAET MOJ4YaC CaMble CTpaHHbIE
b opMbl.

JIro00Bb ObIBaeT pasHasi

Awmepukanka Jlunaa Jlydap BhIIIIa 3aMy>K 32 KOJeco 00O3pEHUS U Jlaja eMy
ums bproc, a ee cooreuectBennuna Jlopen Aakunc B 2014 rogy ceirpana cBaab0y c
KapTOHHOMU Komnuen aktepa Pobepra Ilartuncona. Cpeau npoyux pacpoCcTpaHEHHBIX
dbopM HEOOBIYHOTO MPOSIBICHUS POMAHTUYECKUX YYBCTB BCTpEHaeTcs JTIO00Bb K
reposiM KHUT, CEpPHAIOB M HCTOPUYECKUM TMepcoHaxkaM. llmatonumveckas, wuiu
BbIJIyMaHHasl, JIO0OBb HMMEET TIJIYOOKHME TIICUXOJOTMYECKHe OCHOBBI M HE TakK
0e300HMHa, KaK MOYKET Ka3aThC.

Kak ormerun mncuxonor ®denop Ocumnos, BIOOJIEHHOCTb B HEIOCTYIHBIX
MEpPCOHAXKEN SBISETCS CBOEOOpPa3HOM TOMBITKOM yXO0/la OT pPEaJbHOCTH WIH
3aMeIleHHs] HACTOAIIMX OTHOUICHUH MIaTOHUYECKUMHU. «JIroau BitoOsitoTes: B o0pas
reposi, KOTOpBIM, CKOpee BCero, BCTpedalicda B HX »Ku3HU panee. [logoOHas
BIIOOJICHHOCTD SABJISIETCS] MPOEKIMEN HEKUX HUJeaJbHBIX MPEACTABICHU O apTHEpe
Ha BBIMBIIUICHHBIA MEPCOHAX, a TakKXKe TOBOPUT O HE3PEIOCTH YeJOBEKa s
MOCTPOEHUS TOJHOLEHHBIX OTHOLIEHUW», — OOBSICHUII OH.

[lcuxonor Hagexna KyTy3oBa a0mosiHuia, 4To BIIOOJIEHHOCTh B MEPCOHAXKEH
KHUT WId (UIBMOB CBSi3aHAa C M30€raHveM peajbHOW 4Yel0BEeYEeCKOM OJIU30CTH, a
TaK)Ke CO CTPAaXOM 3Ty OJIM30CTh BBICTpauBaTh. B 3TOM cMbIciie Tepoil U3 KHUTU WIH
u3 ¢uiabma 6e3zomnaceH. Joau Tak ycTpOeHbI, YTO 0€CCO3HATENbHO OPUEHTUPYIOTCS
Ha 6€30I1aCHOCTb MPOCTPAHCTBA, €CIIU MPOCTPAHCTBO JKUBBIX OTHOIICHHUM OUTyIIAeTCs
KaK OMacHoe, TO Mbl CMEIIAeM HMMIYJIbChl U BIEYEHHUS B CTOPOHY O€30MaCHOI0
00BEeKTa, HAI[PUMEP TOT0, KTO HUKOT1a HE BBIMAET U3 TEJIIEBU30PA U HE 0KUBET.
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Ecnu denoBexk BIIOOJIIETCS TOJBKO B TEX, KTO 3HAYUTEIBHO CTapIIe IO
BO3pacTy, TO, COTJIACHO MHEHHIO TIcXoJyiora ['acbkoBa, 3T0 00YCIIOBIEHO HEXBATKOU
JI00BH CO CTOPOHBI poauTeneil B meTcTBe. Mmu, Hao0OpoT, JTHOOBU OT pOaUTENEH
OBLJIO CITUIIIKOM MHOTO. YEeJOBeK XOYeT B TaKMX OTHOIICHHUSX KaK OBl 3aHOBO
MEPEKHUTH JIETCKYIO IICHXOTPABMY M 3aKPBITh TEIITAJIBT.

N30aBUTBCS OT TaKOM BIIOOJICHHOCTH, KaK OTMEYAIOT MCHUXOJIOTH, BO3MOJXKHO.
JIJ1st 3TOr0 HEeOOXOAMMO BBISIBUTH O€CCO3HATEIIBHBIEC CTPAXH YEIOBEKA OTHOCUTEIIHHO
OTHOIIICHHH, OJTHAKO CACJIaTh 3TO 0€3 MOMOIITU CICITHAIMCTA BPSIJT JTH TIOJTYYHUTCA.

N30aBienue oT JIIOOOBHOIO I0JI04A

YToOBI TIEPEHTH OT BBIMBIIIUICHHBIX OTHOIICHHWH K peajbHBIM, HEOOXOIUMO
BHECTH P U3MEHEHUH B MPHUBBIYHBIC MeXaHU3MBI moBeneHus. [lcuxomor Kyry3osa
COBETYyeT: ISl JIFoOBH 0e3 pazodyapoBaHUil M 00MM HEOOXOIWMO 3aHATH B3POCIYIO
MO3UIIMIO B OTHOIICHUAX. TO €CTh HE TOJIBKO TPeOOBaTh K ceOe BHUMAHUS U JIOOBH,
HO M OBITh TOTOBBIM JICTUTHCSI BCEM 3THUM C JIPYTHMH.

«IIpobGnemMa rosogHBIX 10 JOOBU JIOJIEH B TOM, YTO OHM CaMU HE XOTAT
TO0UTH ApyruX. EClIM 4enoBeK yMeeT JOCTaBJIATh PaJOCTh CBOUM IPHCYTCTBHEM,
BECTH MHTEPECHble Oecelbl, OBITh OMIIATHYHBIM, OKa3bIBaTh TMOJICPIKKY
OKPYXKAIOIIUM, TPH 3TOM COXpPaHssl COOCTBCHHYIO CTPYKTYPY JKU3HH W WHTEpEC K
cebe, TO y Hero He Oynet npobieM ¢ mo00Bb0. Eciii BceMy 3TOMYy HayuuThCA, TO Ha
Bac caMM OYIyT CIIeTaThCs JKEJAoIIne, a BbI OyIeTe BRIOUPATh U3 HUX MOIXOISIIETO
JUTsE ceOs MapTHEPa», — pacCKpblila OHA HEXUTPBIA CEKPET.

[Icuxomor OCHITOB TOCOBETOBAJI HAYYHUTHCS BBICTPAUBATH JTUYHBIC TPAHUIIBI U
3aHMMAaTh B3POCIIYIO MTO3UIIUIO JIUIST IIOCTPOSHUS MTOJTHOIEHHBIX OTHOIICHHUH.

«Ecnu 4enoBek 3aBUCAET B BbIIYMaHHBIX OTHOIICHHSX, TO, CKOpEE BCETo, OH
HE TOTOB K ITOCTPOCHHUIO HACTOSAIINX, IOCKOJIBKY 3TO ©XEAHEBHBIH Tpyd. s
MIOJIHOIICHHBIX OTHOIICHHH HEOOXOJMMO YMETh BBICTPAWBATH JIMYHBIC TPAHUIIBI,
yBa)kKaTh JIAYHOE TIPOCTPAHCTBO JAPYTOTO YEIOBEKA U OBITh TOTOBBIM K OTPE/ICICHHOM
J07Ie  OTBETCTBEHHOCTH», — OOBSACHWI OH. OJTO, KOHEYHO, HEMPOCTO, HO 3aTo
Harpajgoil 3a 3TO CTAaHET HACTOSIIEE YYBCTBO. A 00 ATOM, KaK MBI YXE 3HAEM,
MEUTaeT KaXIblIi.

(https.//lenta.ru/articles/2022/05/05/love, 6 cokpawenuu)

1. Try your hand at teaching. Prepare a set of task and questions to
discuss the text.

TEST YOURSELF 1

1. Translate from Russian into English.

1. YecTHO, 51 yIUBIIEH, YTO Bbl B KOHEYHOM CUYETE HE COLUIHCH.

2. 51 3Ha10, KAKOBO 3TO — HE BIHCHIBATHCS B CEMBIO CBOEH JI€BYIIKH.

3. OH CKJIOHSJICS K TOMY, YTOOBI BBIOpATh €€ MOJAPYTY.

4. CraBuTE JIM BbI I0J] COMHEHUE 3MOLMOHAIIBHYIO 3PEJIOCTh CBOETO MapTHepa?
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5. BbI 10/KHBI OBITH OTKPBITHI JJIS1 PA3MBIIIJICHUS O MIPOIILJIOM OTIBITE.
6. Kax TbI mogaepxuBaeiib pPOMaHTUYECKUE OTHOLLICHUS?

7. TpeHust NpUUUHSIOT SMOIUOHAJIbHYIO 00JIb 000MM TTapTHEPaM.

8. ByabTe CTOMKMMH M BBICIYLIAUTE APYT ApYyra.

9. byapTe UyTKUMH M yBa)KaTe *KeJIaHUsl CBOETO MapTHEpA.

10. Yto nenath, €clii HAIIM OTHOIIEHUS Pa3JIaIIINCh?

11. CouyBcTBHE — OZJHA U3 BAXKHBIX YEPT XapakTepa.

12. Bam cneayet ctapaTbCsl KCKAaTh MapTHEPA, KOTOPHIA MTOHMMAET Bac.
13. OOMaH — HeHaAe)KHAasI OCHOBA JUISI OTHOILLICHUH.

14. Henosepue noaasiseT J1000Bb.

2. Match the English words with their Russian equivalents.

0. attraction a) BO3MOYXHOCTh

1. break free b) 1eMOHCTPUPOBATH

2. bring to the table C) OCBOOOXKIAThCS

3. challenge d) momyuuTthCs

4. compassion €) MPUBJICKATEILHOCTD
5. merge with f) mpoTuBOIEHCTBOBATH
6. room for g) cIuBaThCA

7. work out h) conepexuBanue

3. Underline the correct form in italics.

1. Darling, did you remember packing/to pack some spare cassettes for the
video camera yesterday?

2. 1 really regret leaving/to leave school so young, it’s ruined my career
prospects.

3. I’ve tried pressing/to press the ‘escape’ key but the program just wouldn’t
respond.

4. A suspicious young man was seen enter/to enter the building shortly before
the incident.

5. As we drove over the river we noticed local women washing/wash their
clothes in the water.

6. I once heard Karajan conducting/conduct the entire Ring cycle — it was
wonderful.

7. 1 stopped eating/to eat sugar years ago.

8. Nothing will stop their enquiries, they mean getting/to get to the bottom of
this strange business.

9. Don’t forget recording/to record ‘EastEnders’ tomorrow evening.

10. The woman woke up in the middle of the night, looked out of her window
and saw something strange hovering/hover over the trees in the park.

11. After a career in the secret service, lan Fleming went on achieving/to
achieve fame as an author.
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12. Transglobe Airlines regrets announcing/to announce the cancellation of
today’s service to Istanbul due to air traffic restrictions.

13. Do you remember seeing/to see that film last summer?

14. If you can’t find the information in the manual, try looking/to look at our
website.

15. We were all exhausted so we stopped getting/to get some rest at a motel.

TEST YOURSELF 2

1. Translate the following sentences into English using the words from the
topical vocabulary.

1. 51 uyBCcTBOBAJA, YTO MBI OJIXOJIUM JIPYT APYTY, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MEXKIY
HaMU He OBLJIO UCKPBI.

2. Ona 6bUIa XOpoIIeH mapTue s Hero.

3. Kak Tonpko JIkoH 3amén B KiayO, eMy cpa3y HpUIJsSHYyIach JAEBYIKa,
KOTOpas TaHlLleBaJla B LIEHTPE TaHI[IOJIA.

4. Onu gymanu sta m000Bb HaBeuHo. Ha nene 3To Obulo He Oosblie, YeMm
CWJIbHBIN BCILIECK CTPACTH.

5. CoXuUTENbCTBO — MEPBBIN 1IAT K OPUIIUATBHOMY OpaKy.

6. CylecTByeT HECKOJIbKO BHUIOB Opaka: TpaxJIaHCKUW, UEPKOBHBIMH,
COKUTEIBCTBO, TOCTEBOM Opak.

7. S 3Hato, 4yTOo 3TO OpaK MO JAOTOBOPEHHOCTH, HO si Obl UyBCTBOBaJ ceOs
Jydiie, eciiv 06l y MeHs ObLIO TBOE 0j100peHue (approval).

8. Kakue oTHOIIEHUS HA3bIBAIOTCS CEKCYyAIbHOU APy OOif?

9. EcTh MHOTO IPEUMYIIECTB COCTOSATH B TOCTEBOM Opake: y BaC HET HUKAKUX
cropoB 0 (hMHaHCaX, OTHOLIECHUS HE HAI0€Jal0T, a BpeMsl, KOTOpOe mapa BMecTe, Kak
Mpa3IHUK ISl HUX.

10. Co cTtopoHbl MOei ceMbu ObUIO JABJICHHE, TOTOMY YTO OHU XOTENIH IS
MeHs Opaka 1o pacuéty. OHaKo Ternepb I MOTY KEHUTHCS Ha TOM, KOro JIF0OJIIO.

11. Crpax pa3Boma — oAHa M3 NPUYUH, MOYEMY MOJIOABIE JIFOAU OTHAIOT
MPEANOYTEHHE COXKUTENBCTBY, & HE OpaKy

12. JIns My4MH HU3Kas 3apruiata — OJlHa U3 MPUYUH BBIITYTaThCS U3 BOIpPOCA
o Opake.

13. XKeHmuHbl MeHee CKIIOHHBI UCTIBITHIBATh CTPAaX OTHOCUTEIBHO Opaka.

14. TlogBoaHBIE KaMHHU Pa3BOJa 3aCTABIISIIOT JIIOAEH 3a4aBaThCS BOIPOCOM O
BBITOJIaX Opaxa.

15. Pa3Bo He MPOXOIUT JUisl ap GeccieHo.

2. Translate the following phrases using English idioms.

He oOpamare BHMMaHHME Ha 4YTO-TM0O; B cCOTJlacMM / Ha OJHON BOJIHE;
MOJIYYMTh/U3BJICYb BBITONY; 3aJMPATh HOC; CEPhE3HO OTHOCUTHCS / NMPUHUMATH HA
ce0s1 00s3aTeNbCTBA; JIeNIaTh YTO-TMOO0 TalWKOM; MOJAHUMATH IUIAHKY; CBS3aTh CeOs
y3aMu Opaka.
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3. Fill in the blanks with the idioms from Task 2.

1) I didn't ... anything ... the lecture. I'm always able to ... something helpful ...
our conversations.

2) We all need to be ... before we try to present this complex idea to the boss.

3) I hate ... like this, but I don't want Sarah to know what I'm planning for her
birthday.

4) She doesn’t ... if you go into town without her.

5) You need to fully ... yourself ... your family and stop working so many
hours.

6) Whenever they reached their goal, they ..., setting increasingly complex
challenges for themselves.

7) When given a seat beside local fishermen at the event, the duke ... and
walked away.

8) All of my friends ... and started having kids.

TEST YOURSELF 3

1. Render the following in English.

1. Tonbko MPOKHUB HECKOJIBKO JIET B T'PAXKIAHCKOM Opake, OHM PELIUIH
cBs3aTh ceOsi OpayHbIMH y3amu. 2. Eciau Bbl KEHUTECh Ha KHI)KHOM YepBe, HE
OOBHHSIIITE €e B MOCJIEJICTBUM B TOM, YTO OHAa HE TaK KpacuBa M CTpacTHa, Kak
Mepunun Monpo. 3. Bel cibimanu, 4to ee 1049b coexana ¢ KakuM-TO BOeHHbIM? 4. B
TO BpeMs KakK YypOBEHb poxkaaemMocTu B Poccum mnpojoipkaer maaaTh, YpOBEHB
pa3BojioB pactet. 5. [IpumepHo TpeTh OpakoB B bpuTaHuu KOHYAIOTCS pa3BoioM. O.
MHorue HeXeHaTbhle B3POCIbIE aMEPUKAHIBI CETOAHS JOJIbLIE KAYT BCTYIUIEHUS B
Opak. 7. D10 ObUI BOJIHUTENBHBIN NeHb. HeBecTa B criemike o0navanach B cBafeOHOE
wiatbe. JKeHux oxxkuman npuObITUs OykeTa aiisg HeBecThbl. OKazalloch, 4TO APYXKKa
4yTh HE 3a0bUT OOpy4aibHbIe KOJIbIIA, a MOAPYKKA HEBECTHI €Ba HE OCTaBUJIA J0Ma
cBOM noaapok. 8. CyIlIecTBYET JIH €IlI€ MPEAB3ATOE OTHOLIEHUE K IETIM, POKICHHBIM
BHE Opaka? 9. OH yBepsul €€, YTO KEHUTCS MO0 CTPACTHOM JIOOBH, XOTsS BCEM OBLIO
MOHATHO, YTO OH JKEHUTCA pPaJd €€ COCTOSIHUS U TMoJiokeHust B oOmiectBe. 10.
[loxxunas BaoBa OblIa OYEHb pajaa, BBIIAB 3aMyX BCEeX Tpex Jouepeil 3a
oOecrieueHHBIX Moei. 11. OHU MOXKEHWITUCH Yepe3 HEACINI0 MOCie OTJalleHus UX
UMeH B LepkBH. 12. T'ne OyayT ®uTh Mosnogoxenbl? 13. 1o xopoluas mpuMeTa, eclid
HEBeCTa BCTPETHT TpyOouucTa Mo MyTH B LiepkoBb. 14. Mali u3gaBHa cuurTaercs
HECYACTJIUBBIM MECSIIEM JJI BIFOOJICHHBIX.

2. Give definitions to the following:

Mamma’s pet, the best man, a match-maker, a credulous wife, a shotgun
marriage, maid of honour.

3. Give the more colloquial synonyms to the words:
To propose, wedlock, husband, wife, to get married.
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4. Consider the factors below. Can they secure a happy marriage? Do you
have any other ideas?

1. Match-making. 2. A long period of acquaintance before marriage.
3. Passionate attachment, romantic attraction. 4. Parental advice in choosing a
matrimonial mate. 5. Computerized choice of a marital mate. 6. Common social
background and cultural similarities.

5. Is getting married in your opinion a romantic adventure or a carefully
reasoned choice? Explain your point of view.

6. Which of the wedding superstitions seem to you the most ridiculous
one(s)?

GRAMMAR REVISION

-ING FORMS AND INFINITIVES

The -ing and infinitive forms of verbs are very common in English and can act
as subjects, objects and complements of verbs. When used like nouns, -ing forms a
referred to as ‘gerunds’.

-ING FORMS

1. We can use -ing forms of verbs in the same way that we use nouns — as the
sub object or complement of a verb. We often refer to -ing forms used in this way as
gerunds:

Swimming makes you fit.

The whole family has taken up cycling.

Her worst habit is lying.

Not getting a refund on faulty goods is what really annoys me.

Note. We use no + -ing to explain that something is impossible or not allowed:

Could you go outside? There’s no smoking in this office.

There’s no skiing here in the summer season. (= Skiing is impossible.)

No Parking (= Parking is not allowed here.)

2. We can use determiners, e.g. the, this, possessives, e€.g. Peter’s, possessive
adjectives, e.g. his, or object pronouns, e.g. him before -ing forms. Object pronouns
are more common in informal English:

All this complaining won't get you anywhere, you know.

Peter’s complaining didn’t do him any good.

High tax rates led to his leaving the country.

High tax rates led to him leaving the country, (informal)

3. We often use an object + -ing form (participle) after verbs of the senses:

I heard Anna singing ‘Ave Maria’.

We always use the object pronoun after sense verbs:

Have you seen us performing yet?
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4. When we use the + -ing form (gerund) and we want to link it with an object,

we use of:

The giving of presents is a traditional part of the Christmas festivities.
Many adjectives and nouns are followed by a preposition + -ing form:
Lara isn’t capable of lying and she has no reason for not telling the truth.
5. We also use -ing forms (participles) as adjectives:

The remaining items will be sold in our January sale.

INFINITIVES

1. Infinitives with zo can be the subject, object or complement of a verb:
To give is better than fo receive. Everyone loves to win.

We make a negative with not + infinitive:

I tried not to look at the accident.

An infinitive can have its own subject, introduced with for.

For evil to succeed it is only necessary for the good to do nothing.

Note. In informal English we sometimes put an adverb between fo and the infinitive.
This i1s known as a ‘split infinitive’ and we usually avoid it in formal English by
putting the adverb in another position:

[The doctor started to carefully remove the bandages. ]

The doctor started zo remove the bandages carefully.

There are also perfect, continuous and passive forms of the infinitive.

The report is to be handed in first thing tomorrow morning,

2. We can use an infinitive to describe the purpose or reason for an action:
Cover the turkey in silver foil fo keep the meat moist.

3. The infinitive can also describe a result or something surprising, especially

with only and verbs such as find, discover, realise, etc.:

out.

They queued for hours at the box office only to discover that the show was sold

We also use infinitives after foo and enough to talk about results:

That blue outfit was too informal to wear to the reception.

There isn’t enough (food) to go around, I’m afraid.

4. Many adjectives, especially those describing feelings, can be followed by fo

+ infinitive (some common examples are in the box below):

We’re thrilled to welcome this year’s prizewinner onto the podium.
The Bensons are lucky to be having such good weather.

adjective + to + infinitive able/unable, afraid, anxious, ashamed, bound, careful,
certain, crazy, curious, due, eager, fit, happy, impossible, likely, lucky, pleased,
right, shocked, stupid, sure, surprised, thrilled, welcome, wrong

5. Many nouns can be followed by 7o + infinitive (some common examples are

in the box below):

She’s finally made a decision to leave. Clare would be a fool to marry him.
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noun + to + infinitive attempt, bid, decision, desire, incentive, need, nuisance,
opportunity, place, pleasure, reason, time, wish

VERBS FOLLOWED BY -ING FORMS AND INFINITIVES

1. Certain verbs (see box below) can be followed by an -ing form, but not by an
infinitive.

I avoid travelling in the rush hour whenever possible.

Certain verbs can be followed by an infinitive, but not by an -ing form.

She’s decided to apply for the job.

For more information, see https://www.novsu.ru/file/1235784.

2. The verbs advise, allow, forbid and permit are followed by an -ing form
when they have no object, but an infinitive when they have an object.

The doctor advised taking a course of antibiotics.

The doctor advised him to take a course of antibiotics.

3. Some verbs are followed by an infinitive only when they have an object.

They forced us to open our suitcase.

verb + object + to + infinitive advise, allow, cause, command, compel, encourage,
force, get, instruct, invite, leave, oblige, order, permit, persuade, recommend, remind,
request, teach, tell, tempt, urge, warn

4. Some verbs can be followed by an -ing form or an infinitive, with no
difference in meaning:
I can’t stand to see/seeing animals in pain.

verb +ing form or infinitive attempt, begin, bother, can’t bear, can't stand, cease,
continue, deserve, fear, hate, intend, like (= enjoy), love, prefer, start

Note. We usually avoid putting two infinitives or two -ing forms together:
[He wanted to start to take lessons.] He wanted to start taking lessons.

5. We use to + infinitive after would like, would love and would hate:

When we get there I would like to take a nap.

When like means ‘think something is a good idea’, we only use the infinitive.
Compare: I like going/to go to the gym. It’s so relaxing. (=1 enjoy visiting it.)

Because of my weight problem I like to go to the gym at least twice a week.

(= I think this is a good idea.)

6. Some verbs can be followed by an -ing form or by to + infinitive, but there is
a difference in meaning:

verb + -ing form verb +to + infinitive
forget/remember | = forget/remember an earlier = forget/remember to do a
action: future action:
Do you remember going to 1 must remember to set my
school for the first time? alarm clock tonight.
I’ll never forget meeting him. Don'’t forget to lock the door.
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go on = continue: = change to another action:
They went on playing despite After opening the hospital the
the bad weather. Prince went on to meet the

staff.

mean = involves or will result in: = intend to do something:
This new job means living The builders mean to finish by
abroad. Friday.

regret = feel sorrow about the past: = announce bad news:
I really regret getting that We regret to inform you of
tattoo when I was eighteen. delays in today’s service.

stop = finish an action: = finish one action in order to
They stopped making fax do another one:
machines about ten years ago. | We stopped to get petrol.

try = do something to see what will | = make an effort to do

happen:
Try using a screwdriver to get

the lid off.

something difficult:
We tried to get tickets but the
show was sold out.

<
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9.

1. Underline the mistakes in these sentences and correct them.

A great advantage of credit cards is ne having to carry cash around all

the time.

Have you ever heard my singing O Sole Mio?

We had to come in early for the opening the new extension.

Constant criticisms led to she resigning from that stressful job.

You’ll have to put that out, sir, this is a not smoking carriage.
Passengers can find a heated wait room adjacent to platform ten.

The making a successful souffle requires expert timing.

There’s not swimming from this beach, the current’s too treacherous.
The argument ended up with we demanding a refund and

compensation.

They stopped to make vinyl records ages ago.
10.The crane isn’t capable lifting it — it’s too heavy.

not

2. Finish each of the following sentences in such a way that it is as similar
as possible in meaning to the sentence before it.

0. Ireally don’t want to see him again.
I have no desire to see him again.
1. T want you to hand the report in tomorrow.

The report is

2. You can’t join the army because you aren’t sufficiently fit.
You aren’t fit
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3. He was very worried that he would arrive late.
He was anxious not :
4. Right now I’m afraid I can’t give you an answer.
[ am not
5. The government closed the borders with the aim of catching the criminals.
In order
6. Closing the office was somethrng the manager decided this morning.
The manager made
7. 1learnt that Amanda was going to marry Ronald, which was surprising.
I was
8. They didn’t publish the news because they didn’t want to frighten the public.
They didn’t publish the news so .
9. Checking the balance on my current account was my main reason for visiting
the bank this morning.
I went
10. When we got there they had already closed the store for stocktaking!
We got there only

. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs in brackets.

. I’m not disappointed, I never really expected ... (pass) the test.
. Please don’t hesitate ... (call) if you have any problems.
. The doctor recommended ... (avoid) strenuous activity for the first few

W N == W

weeks.

4. The sales team aims ... (exceed) its target by at least five per cent this year.

5. I don’t suppose you happened ... (notice) whether there was a cash machine
there?

6. How on earth do they justify ... (keep) three dogs in such a small flat?

7. We’d better hurry up; I’d hate ... (arrive) late.

8. Despite all the rejections, Dave’s continuing ... (apply) for every vacancy he
sees.

9. We discovered an old document ... (lie) under the floorboards.

10. I put off ... (call) them until after I’ve spoken to the personnel officer.

11. You can watch the film if you promise ... (go) to bed straight afterwards.

12. Being a diabetic, I like ... (avoid) anything containing sugar.

13. Thanks very much. Yes, we’d love ... (join) you for dinner on Friday.

14. You really can’t help ... (feel) sorry for the poor guy.

15. Passengers are permitted ... (carry) only one piece of hand luggage onto
the plane.

16. Jonathan’s the one who taught Rachel ... (swim) last summer.

17. Sometimes you have to pretend ... (like) people that you detest.

18. That’s strange, [ don’t recall ... (meet) him at all.

19. The judge will defer ... (pass) sentence until the psychiatric reports have
been submitted.

20. Whenever possible, the personnel department likes ... (settle) salary
reviews prior to the quarterly board meetings.
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