THE CHILDREN

(By C.N. Parkinson)

Granted that children may be desirable, we have next to de​cide upon their number. All enlightened thought rejects the only child, thus making two the minimum, just insufficient to main​tain the population at its present level. A family comprising one boy and one girl might be thought well-balanced, but with too much reliance on the son's survival. In view of the fact that a single illness or accident might extinguish the family's male line there is some reason to have a reserve. With that secure most people would regard the family as complete.

The large family of five or more is not, however, generally desirable. While it may offer a good upbringing to children this is only by a sacrifice of the parents. Five children at an average interval of two years must imply a quarter of a century, more or less, spent in changing nappies and supervising homework. This is justifiable only on the assumption that the children matter more than the parents. But why should this be assumed? There are instances, to be sure, where the fact is evident, but the theory that parents should always live for their children is absurd. That the child might be an Isaac Newton is true, but the father might be Johann Sebastian Bach. To conclude that each generation must matter less than the next is ridiculous and will lead us nowhere.

What, however, is our object to be? We can seek wealth or status, power or happiness, pleasure or escape. We can even strive, if we will, to achieve mere security in our old age. While this last aim may be reasonable, at least up to a point, we can dismiss it at once as an object for which to live. Age should be no more the object of youth than youth should be the object of age.

We should not live to earn a pension any more than we should wake in order to sleep. Granted that some measure of security may be desirable we ought to achieve more in life than that.

What, for instance, if we were to make wealth our object? Here is an aim which a majority of people would reject, no doubt with scorn. The person who lives for pleasure is like a blind man in the dark room looking for a black cat that is not there. By the very nature of things he is doomed to disappointment.

It is in communal effort that individuals probably find their greatest happiness. Losing themselves in a common cause they can forget their grievances and cease to notice their discomforts and ailments.

Assignment: Read the text and discuss it using the follow​ing questions:

1. Do you think the number of children in the family can be planned? 2. Why is it desirable to have more than one child? 3. Is it justifiable to have five or more children? 4. Do you agree with the author's opinion of the main goals of life? 5. What happens to people whose main object of life is pleasure? 6. Where in your opinion can one find happiness? (Compare it with what the au​thor thinks.)

PARENT-CHILD INTERACTION

Sociologists believe parent—child conflicts cannot be avoided in a society that is undergoing rapid change. In our society young​sters are at odds with their parents on a wide range of issues, from

how late they can stay up to whom they should marry. This "generation gap" was especially wide during the 1960s, when college students lashed out, sometimes violently, at the values of career success and suburban ease of the over-30 generation.

Despite the expectation of conflict between generations, the most striking feature of several recent studies is the high level of agreement between children and their parents. One study showed, for example, that college-age children largely agree with their fathers on such issues as sexual norms, environmental protec​tion, campus unrest, war, and segregation. Young men tend to disagree with their fathers more than young women do. College students who have spent a longer time in school are more likely to disagree with their fathers. Disagreement also is more likely between working-class fathers and their college-age offspring. Fathers with advanced degrees or conservative views tend to disagree with their children on political and moral issues. Over​all, however, agreement is much more common than disagree​ment.

Bowerman and Bahr surveyed 18,664 adolescents to get a bet​ter understanding of these surprising results. They found that ado​lescents who are raised in families in which parents have equal influence tend to adopt their parents' values, ideas, and opinions. This does not occur in families in which power is vested mainly in one parent, especially if that parent is the mother.

Grammar revision (Verbals: Infinitive, Participle I and II, Gerund)
Ex. 1. Use particle "to" where necessary:

1. What makes you ... take such a decision? 2. There is noth​ing we can do but ... wait. 3. Why not ... tell her the truth? 4. I won't have you ... speak to my mother like this. 5. I'd rather not ... say it. 6. He was made ... go back to school and ... apologize to the teacher. 7. She understood it was too late ... start a new life. 8. He was too smart ... do such easy work. 9. You ought... have done it on time. 10. She had ... choose between career and children. 11. Do we need ... send our son to another city? We have a good college nearby. 12. She'd better ... stay with her parents and ... take care of them. 13. Before they were married he promised ... let her ... go, if the marriage was ... be a failure. 14. You needn't ... look through all these books to find the right an​swer. 15. They couldn't help but ... admire their daughter-in-law. 16. She was let ... go.

Ex. 2. Use the correct form of the Infinitive:

1. Your proposal is (to consider). 2. She had a lot of things (to do) about the house and hoped (to do) everything by her husband's return. 3. There is nothing (to worry) about. 4. All she wanted was (to leave) alone. 5. You are lucky (to buy) tickets for the Bolshoi ballet. 6. He seemed (to think) about something and didn't hear his father (to call) him. 7. The colonel pretended not (to understand) the language and waited for the speech (to inter​pret). 8. It seems still (to rain). 9. She is supposed (to work) at the article for half a year. 10. There is one more article (to translate). 11. The problem is too big (to handle). 12. You taught him to think of himself as someone (to respect).

Ex. 3. Use the correct form of the Present Participle:

1. I grew up (to expect) justice and kindness as natural rights of man. 2. (To be) once very close, we now lashed out at each other. 3. The idea was that (to pass) through adolescence one would inevitably become a grown-up. 4. (To look) carefully at the man (to lie) i-i bed Watson recognized him. 5. They had bought an impos'ng lot of presents (to cost) twice or three times as much as had been Tom's father's annual income when Tom was Ter1'". age. 6. Tom and Grace breakfasted alone and once more sat in the living room, (to talk, to think) and (to pretend) to read. 7. (To receive) one more letter from the woman he decided to answer (to thank) her. 8. Susan looks around the kitchen at the piles of laundry (to wait) to be washed. 9. (To awaken) by a fit of coughing he lay in bed silent (to be) afraid to wake up his wife.

Ex. 4. Use Participle I or II:

1. (To motivate) by the best of intentions, most teachers want their students to become (to inform) and independent thinkers.Many children (to fancy) such problems become (to frustrate) and (to frighten). 2. Sociological analysis shows that it is a purely cultural product (to arise) in certain societies for specific rea​sons. 3. The girls were sent to a medical centre in Los Angeles, one of a (to grow) number of hospitals around America. 4. De​velopmental gains (to win) can later be (to lose) and (to rewin). 5. The ideas (to surround) grownuphood were like those to do with marriage. 6. (To entrance) by the Utopia of the year 2000, which bore (to mark) resemblance of my early heaven, I was also impressed by its economic basis in publicity (to own) wealth and equal division of goods. 7. (To hurt) beyond words, I sat down on the steps, (to worry) not only about this night, but about the next day, (to concern) over the children (to leave) at home with this new kind of father. 8. Mary kicks aside the clothes (to scatter) on the floor (to make) one big pile, the (to rinse) clothes are still in the washtub.

Ex. 5. Use the correct form of the Gerund:

1. The old man caned me for (to smoke, to drink, to lie), (to avoid) church, (to skip) school. 2. Psychologists have suc​ceeded in (to undermine) parents' confidence in their own authority. 3. The children apologized for (not to come) home for Christmas dinner. 4. I am really ashamed of (not to write) to you so long. 5. He is proud of (to graduate) from Oxford University. 6. They insisted on the decision (to take) immedi​ately. 7. She was indignant at her husband (to keep) so late at the office. 8. Nick's mother was surprised at his (to accuse) of bad conduct at school. 9. Even now I still don't like (to be) an only child. I have a horror of (to be) alone. 10. He didn't remember (to feel) lonely as a child, but he used to invent his own dream world.

Ex. 6. Determine whether the "-ing" form is Participle I, Ger​und, or Verbal Noun. Translate the passage into Russian:

The lobster grows by developing and shedding a series of hard protective shells. Each time it expands from within, the confining shell must be sloughed off. It is left exposed until a new covering grows to replace the old.

With each passage from one stage of human growth to the next we, too, must shed a protective structure. We are left exposed and vulnerable, capable of stretching in ways we hadn't known before. These sheddings may take several years or more. Coming out of each passage, we enter a longer and more stable period in which we can expect relative tranquility. And none of us solves with one step — by jumping out of the parental home into a job or marriage, for example — the problems in separating from the caregivers of childhood. Nor do we achieve autonomy once and for all by converting our dreams into concrete goals, even when attaining those goals.

Ex. 7. Match the two parts:

	Bill liked 

The two little kids enjoyed

She hoped he will stop 

Someone suggested 

The suggestion was

We used

She was used to

After two hours of driving we stopped

When will you give up 

Please, remember

I was too embarrassed to remind her of

I don't feel like
	shouting at the son

to postpone the trip till next summer

to share all our expenses 

paying her own way

to have his supper in front of TV

to have lunch

 to buy a birthday present

racing their cars across the room

celebrating the Mother's Day out in the country

having not paid the money back

sitting up nights 

going through all that again


Ex. 8. Translate into English using Participles or Subordinate Clauses:

1. Она обратила внимание на молодого человека, изучав​шего театральную афишу. 2. Будучи упрямым, ребенок с тру​дом находил товарищей для игр. 3. Будучи в Лондоне, не забудь посетить Музей восковых скульптур. 4. Студент, напи​савший эту статью, учится в нашей группе. 5. Молодая пара, сидящая за соседним столиком, привлекла всеобщее внима​ние. 6. Мужчина, ответивший на ее брачное объявление, по​казался ей слишком старым. 7. Будучи разборчивой (choosy), в 30 лет она все еще ждала принца. 8. Будучи талантливым, их сын закончил начальную школу за два года. 9. Будучи на пенсии, дедушка продолжал работать. 10. Имея хорошее об​разование, он легко мог найти высокооплачиваемую работу.

Ex. 9. Translate into English using the Infinitive:

1. He о чем беспокоиться. 2. Его зачислят первым. 3. Вот статья для перевода. 4. Ее нелегко убедить. 5. Сказать ей «нет» означало обидеть ее. 6. Фильм оставляет желать луч​шего. 7. Он не тот, кому можно доверять. 8. Остается только предупредить об этом родителей. 9. Этот вопрос обсудим на собрании, которое состоится завтра. 10. Мы остановились немного поболтать. 11. Она достаточно взрослая, чтобы ре​шать самой такие вопросы. 12. Некому было задать этот во​прос.

Ex. 10. Use the proper Tense-forms:

My mother (not to know) that I (to owe) my father three thousand dollars. What (to happen) (to be) this. My mother (to send) me three thousand dollars to pay my college tuition. That (to be) the deal he and my mom (to make). This (to be) not because my father (to be) rich, but because he (to make) a lot more money than my mother (to do) — she (to be) a teacher. But when the money (to come), instead of giving it to the school, I (to spend) it. The school (to keep) sending bills to my mother, that's how my father (to find out). I (to keep) telling him that the school's computer (to make) an error and that I (to drop) by the office one day and (to clear) it up.

So when I (to come) home to New York for the summer mymother (to be) frantic, because the school (to call) her. I (to call) my father at his office and he (to say) it (to be) wrong to give me the money. When I (to get off) the phone, mother (to be) in the living room, she (to read) a newspaper. I (to explain) to her that I (not to go) back to college in September. Instead, I (to work) until I (to pay) the school all the money.

Ex. 11. Use prepositions where necessary:

... the middle ... the thirties we come ... a crossroads. We have reached ... the halfway mark. Time starts to squeeze.

The loss ... youth, the faltering ... physical powers we have always taken ... granted. Any... such shocks as the fading purpose ... stereo​typed roles ... which we have identified ourselves can indicate crisis. Such thoughts usher ... a decade ... 35 and 45 that can be called the Deadline Decade. It's a time ... both danger and opportunity. All... us have the chance to rework the narrow identity ... which we de​fined ourselves ... the first half... life. And those ... us who make the most reevaluate how to spend our resources... now ....

Ex. 12. Use articles where necessary:

It is ... bright summer day in ... 1947. My father, ... fat, funny man with ... beautiful eyes and ... subversive wit, is trying to decide which of ... eight children he will take with him to ... country fair.

My father is ... driver for ... rich old white lady up ... road. She owns all... land for... miles around, as well as ... house in which we live. I am excite d at... prospect of riding in ... car. Someone has told me ... fairs are ... fun. That there is... room in ... car for only three of us doesn't bother me at all. I stand tossing my head in ..way that makes my ribbons bounce,... hands on ...hips before my father. "Take me. Daddy," I say with ... assurance;

"I'm ... prettiest."

Speech exercises

Ex. 1. Answer the questions:

1. What is the best way to punish a child? 2. Do you think it's easier to be a father or a mother? 3. Do you think you could put an aging parent into an old-age house? 4. Do you think grown-up children and parents should live together? 5. What problems face single-parent families? 6. What are the main reasons for the conflicts between different generations? 7. Did you or any of your family have to be away from each other for any length of time? Did you miss each other?

Ex. 2. Comment on the following quotations:

1. "Youth is the only season for enjoyment, and the first twenty-five years of one's life are worth all the rest of the longest life of man, even though those five-and-twenty be spent in penury and contempt, and the rest in the possession of wealth, honours, re​spectability." (G.H. Borrow)

2. "Almost everything that is great has been done by youth." (B. Disraeli)

3. "If youth knew, if age could." (H. Estienne)

4. "When children are doing nothing, ihey are doing mis​chief." (H. Fielding)

5. "Few sons are like their father, many are worse, few, in​deed, are better than the father." (Homer)

6. "Children are born to be happy." (J. Marti)

7. "It's a wise father who knows his own child." (W. Shakespeare)

8. "If parents could realize how they bore their children." (G.B. Shaw)

9. "The old believe everything; the middle-aged suspect every​thing; the young know everything." (0 Wilde)

10. "Children begin by loving their parents. After a time they judge them. Rarely, if ever, do they forgive them." (0. Wilde)

Ex. 3. Use the following proverbs in situations of your own. (Give Russian equivalents if possible.)

1. Like parents, like children.

2. A good example is the best sermon.

3. Every mother thinks her own gosling a swan.

4. A misery father makes a prodigal son.

5. As the tree, so the fruit.

6. Happy is he that is happy in his children.

7. Life is not all cakes and ale. (Life is not a bed of roses.)

8. Too many cooks spoil the broth.

Ex. 4. Solve the problems:

1. Your son (daughter) came home from school in low spirits and said that the teacher had been unfair to him (her). What would you do?

2. Your daughter is in her first year at college. She wants to go away for the weekend. Would you permit her?

3. Your mother decided to remarry and invited her friend to dinner. You don't like him. What would you do?

4. Your parents are going to divorce. Would you try to prevent the divorce?

5. Your best friend is going to marry a man who is a friend of the family, very nice and intelligent, but old enough to be her father. What would you advise her?

Ex. 5. Read the text and speak on the problems raised in it; say what points in "The ABC's of Happiness" you consider most important and why.
LOVE AND HELP CHILDREN

Today's children will become tomorrow's civilization. Bring​ing a child into the world today is a little bit like dropping one into a tiger's cage. Children can't handle their environment and they have no real resources. They need love and help to make it.

It is a delicate problem to discuss. There are almost as many theories on how to raise a child or not raise him as there are parents. Some try to raise children the way they were themselves raised, others attempt to exact opposite, many hold to an idea that children should just be let grow on their own. None of these guarantee success.

A child is a little bit like a blank slate. If you write the wrong things on it, it will say the wrong things. But, unlike a slate, a child can begin to do the writing; the child tends to write what has been written already. The problem is complicated by the fact that, while most children are capable of great decency, a few are born insane and today, some are even born as drug addicts: but such cases are an unusual few.

It does no good just to try to "buy" the child with an over​whelm of toys and possessions or to smother and protect the child: the result can be pretty awful.

One has to make up his mind what he is trying to get the child to become. This is modified by several things: a) what the child basically can become due to inherent make-up and potential;

b) what the child, himself, really wants to become; c) what one wants the child to become; d) the resources available.

Whatever is one's affection for the child, remember that the child cannot survive well in the long run if he or she does not have his or her feet put on the way to survival. It will be no accident if the child goes wrong: the contemporary society is tailor-made for a child's failure.

It will help enormously if you obtain a child's understanding. What does have a workability is simply to try to be the child's friend. Try to find out what a child's problem really is and with​out crushing their own solutions, try to help solve them. Observe them — and this applies even to babies. Listen to what children tell you about their lives.

It will help the child enormously if you obtain understanding of and agreement to this way to happiness and get him or her to follow it.

THE ABC'S OF HAPPINESS

(By R. Vallet)

Aspire to reach your potential. Believe in yourself. Create a good life. Dream about what you might become. Exercise fre​quently. Forgive honest mistakes. Glorify the creative spirit. Humor yourself and others. Imagine great things. Joyfully live each day. Kindly help others. Love one another. Meditate daily. Nurture the environment. Organize for harmonious action. Praise performance well done. Question most things. Regulate your own behavior. Smile often. Think rationally. Understand yourself. Value life. Work for the common good. X-ray and carefully examine problems. Yearn to improve. Zestfully pur​sue happiness.

Ex. 8. Points to ponder:

1. The childhood shows the man as morning shows the day.  2. Children should be seen and not heard.

3. People over 40 should not have children. 4. Children do not respect their parents enough. 5. At 20 years of age the will reigns, at 30 — the wit, at 40 — the judgement. 6. Some people can grow old with a good grace. 7. He that has no children knows not what love is. 8. "Spare the rod and spoil the child," goes the Biblical saying.
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