LOVE, MARRIAGE, FAMILY.

Text 1

THE FAMILY

A.

There are many different views on family life. Some people could not do without the support and love of their families. Oth​ers say it is the source of most of our problems and anxieties. Whatever the truth is, the family is definitely a powerful symbol. Turn on the television or open a magazine and you will see ad​vertisements featuring happy, balanced families. Politicians often try to win votes by standing for "family values": respect for par​ental authority, stability in marriage, chastity and care for the elderly.

Sociologists divide families into two general types: the nuclear family and the extended family, which may include three or more generations living together. In industrialized countries, and in​creasingly in the large cities of developing countries, the nuclear family is regarded as normal. Most people think of it as consisting of two parents and two children. In fact, the number of house​holds containing a nuclear family is shrinking year by year.

There are people who say that the family unit in Britain is in crisis and that traditional family life is a thing of the past. This is of great concern to those who think a healthy society is depen​dent upon a stable family life. They see many indications that the family is in decline, in such things as the acceptance of sex before marriage, the increased number of one-parent families, the cur​rent high divorce rate and what they see as a lack of discipline within the family. Some politicians blame social problems, such as drug taking and juvenile crime, on a disintegrating family life.

Concern that the family is in a state of crisis is not new in Britain. In the nineteenth century, many legislators and reformers were saying the same. It was also a concern between the two World Wars, and in the 1980s it became a continuous political issue.

There is no definition of a "normal" family. Broadly speaking, the family is a group of people related by blood or law, living together or associating with one another for a common purpose. That purpose is usually to provide shelter and food, and to bring up children. The nature of the family keeps changing: there are a number of types of family that exist in a society at any one time.

B.
The family is the most basic and ancient of all institutions, and it remains the fundamental social unit in every society. Yet there are many people today who predict the end of the family system as we know it. The family, it is contended, is breaking down, the victim of moral decay, sexual permissiveness, chang​ing gender roles, or irresistible social forces.

Such predictions are heard in all industrialized societies, but the statistics suggest that the family system of the world's leading postindustrial society, the United States, is under the most pres​sure. The great majority of both American men and women begin sexual activity before marriage. One in every five American births is to an unmarried mother, usually a teenager. One in every four pregnancies ends in abortion. The number of unmarried couples living together has tripled in less than two decades. Americans are staying single longer than ever, and more than one adult in five now lives alone. About half of American marriages are ex​pected to end in divorce. New alternatives to traditional mar​riage, such as the single-parent household, are becoming steadily more common...

What exactly is a family? Our ideas on the subject may tend to be ethnocentric, for they are often based on the middle-class "ideal" family so relentlessly portrayed in TV commercials, one that consists of a husband, a wife, and their dependent children. This particular family pattern, however, is far from typical. A more accurate conception of the family must take account of the many different family forms that have existed or still exist both in America and in other cultures.

What characteristics, then, are common to all family forms? First, the family consists of a group of people who are in some way related to one another. Second, its members live together for long periods. Third, the adults in the group assume responsibility

for any offspring. And forth, the members of the family form an economic unit — often for producing goods and services (as when all members share agricultural tasks) and always for consuming goods and services (such as food or housing). We may say, then, that the family is a relatively permanent group of people related by ancestry, marriage, or adoption, who live together, form an economic unit, and take care of their young. If this definition seems a little cumbersome, it is only because it has to include such a great variety of family forms.

Exercises

Ex. 1. Find in texts A and В
a) synonyms to:

to get along, certainly, lasting, present, to show, shortage, to foresee, pair, grown-up, precise, constant, concern, ordinary, to connect, matrimony, to appear, to stay, to take into considera​tion, to take upon oneself, to commence, to accuse, alienated;

b) antonyms to:

to deprive, disregard, to put together, to increase, refusal, mi​nority, to flourish, the beginning, married, more, marriage, child, abundance, beyond, temporary.

Ex. 2. Choose the proper word:

a) to make — to do

1. She ... the best other charms to marry him. 2. It doesn't... any sense. 3. He ... well at present. 4.1 like the way she ... her hair. 5. He was a young writer and could hardly ... both ends meet. 6. He knew it was not the right way to ... his living. His marriage ... things worse. His wife tried to ... her best by ... her share of work about the house, but her efforts didn't seem to ... their marriage any good. 7. Nothing could ... her ... what she didn't want to. 8. "That won't... !" he exclaimed. 9. Two and two ... four. 10. "I don't want him to have anything to ... with my daughter. He is no match for her," mother thought. 11. It's very important to ... a very good first impression on the parents and relatives.

-b) constant — permanent — regular

1. Is this her ... address? 2. Mrs. Smith is one of their ... customers. 3. "Your ... complaints bored me to death," she said. 4. What she needs is ... work. 5. Their meetings are ... . 6. Her ... chatter gets on my nerves. 7. Is this colour ... ? 

c) marriage — wedlock — matrimony — wedding

 1. She spoke of her unhappy .... 2. I must be provided for by a wealthy .... 3. Nothing in his estimation was less becoming to a wise man than ... . 4. ... is the act of two free persons mutually taking one another for husband and wife. 5. It was their silver .... 6. Mary had not lived twenty years in ... with John without be​coming expert at reading his face. 

d) to stay — to remain — to leave

1. We ... there much longer than we expected. 2. Few ... in the building after the alarm was given. 3. He could not... in his silent lodging when they were gone. 4. The two girls would gladly have ... and helped the mother get dinner. 5. Andrew was inclined to ask himself why he and Christine had ... at Aberlaw since the death of their child. 6. I'm afraid I've no time to ... . 7. We decided to ... in the hotel till the end of the month. 8. He was ... alone in the house. 9. She ... silent. 10. Don't ... your things behind when you ... the train. 

e) to trouble — to worry — to be anxious — to be concerned

 1. Most parents are ... about their children's future. 2. May I ... you for a moment? 3. She was too ... to get the first prize. 4. Don't ... aboir- it, you'll be all right. 5. Queen Elizabeth is ... about some of the Prime Minister's actions. 6. What... her is that her son has taken to drugs. 7. There's nothing to ... about.

Ex. 3. Use the following words and word combinations in sen​tences of your own:

a) classroom activities, literary activities, military activities, time of full activity, activity in the market; 

b) to break smth. to break down, to break into, to break out, to break away, to break off, to break through, to break up, to break with, to break into pieces, to break the news, to break the secret;

c) a man of good family, a man of no family, a family man, nuclear family, cat family, family of languages, in a family way, in the family way, a family tree.

Ex. 4. Translate the following sentences into Russian:

a) 1. The negotiations broke down. 2. The girl was obviously suffering from a nervous breakdown. 3. They had a breakdown on the way. 

b) 1. A much more common name is Jack. 2. The plot behind the house was common property. 3. Her brother is a common worker. 4. In such matters you must use common sense. 5. It's a mistake common to all students. 6. It's common knowledge that this work of art is very valuable. 7. There was hardly any hope of finding common ground with the opposition. 8. They have plenty in common.

Ex. 5. Match the following word combinations according to their meaning:

to assume power

to take upon oneself

to assume the role of a leader
to gain power

to assume a part

to put on a look

to assume a look

to pretend (to feign)

to assume responsibility
to take leadership

Ex. 6. Which is the odd word out?

a) live, dwell, lodge, stay, stop, put up;

b) begin, commence, start, finish, end, cease, go on, go out, continue;

c) expect, wait, hope, believe, think, suppose.

Ex. 7. Answer the following questions:

1. What are some of the views on family life? 2. What are the Predictions of the end of the family system based upon in Great Britain and the US? 3. What relations are customary between American young men and girls? 4. What are the basic character​istics of a family? 5. What are the definitions of a family? 6. What is your idea of an "ideal" family?

Ex. 8. Complete the following sentences using the words from the texts:

1. He felt he couldn't... his parents' financial support. 2. Among the most important family values are ... . 3. The two types of families are ... . 4. There are many views that the number of ... containing a nuclear family ... . 5. The purpose of a family is ... . 6. One of the most ancient ... is marriage. 7. All ancient civiliza​tions appeared, flourished and finally .... 8. His theory ... that the best way to raise children is in the family. 9. Her parents' mar​riage was a failure, and when a teenager, she decided to stay .... 10. What is the ... rate in the USA? 11. In his novel "The Forsyte Saga" Galsworthy ... typical representatives of English society of the 19th century. 12. We shall discuss all the questions ... to the problem. 13. ... of children is not so common in our country.

Ex. 9. Translate into English using the vocabulary of the les​son:

1. У меня было предчувствие, что из этого ничего не вый​дет. 2. Многие считают, что семья как общественная ячейка приходит в упадок. 3. В США семья, которая уже имеет дво​их-троих взрослых детей, часто усыновляет еще одного ре​бенка. 4. Он пожалел, что оказался причастным к семейной ссоре. 5. В большинстве стран молодые люди, которые по​женились, как правило, не живут под одной крышей со своими родителями. 6. Как только мать увидела жениха до​чери, она сразу поняла, что он ей не пара. 7. В наши дни электронная сваха помогает одиноким людям обрести свое счастье. 8. Раньше она никогда не опаздывала на свидание, и он очень удивился, что на этот раз она не пришла в на​значенное время. 9. Да не волнуйся ты так! Ты ведь всегда сдаешь экзамен хорошо. 10. Мне кажется, что он к тебе далеко не равнодушен. 11. Тебе кофе или чай? — Все рав​но. 12. Психологи утверждают, что ранние браки редко бы​вают прочными. 13. Она очень щепетильна в выборе друзей. 14. Я не люблю публично обсуждать частную жизнь, а в осо​бенности отношения между супругами. 15. Вы понимаете, что, вступая в брак, вы берете на себя большую ответствен​ность? — Да. 16. Эта проблема не имеет никакого отноше​ния к теме нашего разговора. 17. Некоторые люди не могут обходиться без советов друзей и знакомых. 18. Я бы выпила чашечку кофе. 19. Он настолько углубился в свои мысли, что не замечал никого вокруг. 20. Они не нарушали семей​ных уз и регулярно встречались в канун Рождества в родном доме.

