The Voyage of Ohthere
From King Alfred’s translation of the WORLD HISTORY by Orosius.
Ohthere sæde his hlaforde, Ælfrede cyninge, þæt he ealra Norðmonna norþmest bude. He cwæþ þæt he bude on þæm lande norþweardum wiþ þa Westsæ. He sæde þeah þæt þæt land sie swiþe lang norþ þonan; ac hit is eal weste, buton on feawum stowum styccemælum wiciaþ Finnas, on huntoþe on wintra, and on sumera on fiscaþe be þære sæ. He sæde þæt he æt sumum cirre wolde fandian hu longe þæt land norþryhte læge, oþþe hwæþer ænig mon be norþan þæm westenne bude. Þa for he norþryhte be þæm lande. Let him ealne weg þæt weste land on þæt steorbord, ond þa widsæ on þæt bæcbord þrie dagas. Þa wæs he swa feor norþ swa þa hwælhuntan firrest faraþ. Þa for he þa giet norþryhte swa feor swa he meahte on þæm oþrum þrim dagum gesiglan. Þa beag þæt land þær eastryhte, oþþe seo sæ in on þæt lond, he nysse hwæþer, buton he wisse þæt he þær bad westan windes ond hwon norþan, ond siglde þa east be lande swa swa he meahte on feower dagum gesiglan. Þa sceolde he þær bidan ryhtnorþanwindes, for þæm þæt land beag þær suþryhte, oþþe seo sæ in on þæt land, he nysse hwæþer. Þa siglde he þonan suþryhte be lande swa swa he mehte on fif dagum gesiglan. Þa læg þær an micel ea up in on þæt land. Þa cirdon hie up in on þa ea, for þæm hie ne dorston forþ bi þære ea siglan for unfriþe; for þæm þæt land wæs eall gebun on oþre healfe þære eas. Ne mette he ær nan gebun land, siþþan he from his agnum ham for; ac him wæs ealne weg weste land on þæt steorbord, butan fiscerum and fugelerum ond huntum, ond þæt wæron eall Finnas; ond him wæs a widsæ on þæt bæcbord.
Glossary for the Voyage of Ohthere

a adv.: forever, always 

ac conj: but, however, but on the contrary, and Ælfrede name, ds: (King) Alfred 

ænig adj., nsm: any 
ær adv, conj: previously; before 
agen adj.: own 
agnum - agen
an adj. ns: a, an, one, only 
 æt prep.: at, from 

bæcbord n (a): left side of a ship, port side
be prep.: by, alongside, to the (north, etc.), according to 
be norðan prep.: north of 

beon, bion v anom.: be
bi prep.: near, in, on ,upon, with, along, at, to (21) 

bidan v st. 1: wait (for) with genitive of object 
bad - bidan
buan v wk. 3: stay, dwell, live 
bude - buan
gebun pp - buan settled, inhabited 
 bugan v st. 2: bow down, turn, bend, stoop 
beag - bugan
butan, buton prep.: without, except 

cierr m (i).: turn, change, time, occasion 
cirre - cierr
cirran v wk. 1: turn, cause to move 
cirdon - cirran
cweþan v st. 5: say 
cwæþ - cweþan
cyning m. (a): king 
 cyninge - cyning
dæg m. (a): day 
 dagas - dæg
dagum - dæg 
durran pret. pres.: dare 
dorston pret. 3p:- durran
ea f. (ō): river 
eas - ea
eall adj.: all 
 eal - eall
ealne - eall
ealra - eall 
east adv.: eastwards 
eastryhte adv: eastward 

fandian v wk 2: try, examine, explore, experience, visit 

faran v st. 6: to set forth, go, travel, wander, 
faraþ - faran
for - faran 
fea adj.: few 
feawum - fea
feor adv: far 
firrest - feor
feower num.: four 

fif num.: five 
 Finn m.: "Finn," but probably actually referring to members of the Sámi aboriginal peoples, whose languages are related to Finnish 
Finnas - Finn
Finnum - Finn
fiscere m.(ja)  fisherman: 
 fiscerum - fiscere
fiscian v wk 2: fish

fiscaþ m (þ): fishing; 
fiscaþe - fiscaþ
for prep: for, because of, before 

for þæm conj.: because 

forþ adv.: forth, forwards, onwards, further 

from, fram prep: from, by 

fugelere m. (a): fowler, bird-catcher 
 fugelerum - fugelere
giet adv.: yet, still 

ham m (a)., adv: home 

he 3rd pers. pron.: he 
hie, hi, hy - he
him, hym - he
 his, hys - he 
hit na, as: it 

healf f (ō).: half, side 
healfe - healf
hlaford m (a).: lord, master 
hlaforde - hlaford
hu adv.: how 

hunta m (a).: hunter 
 huntum - hunta
huntoþ m (a): hunting 
huntoþe - huntoþ
hwælhunta m.(a) : whalehunter 
hwælhuntan - hwælhunta
hwæþer conj.: whether 
hwæþer pron: which (of two) 

hwon adv.: a little 

in prep.: in, into 

is - beon
land n. (a) land, country 
lande - land
lond - land
 lang adj. long 
 lætan v st. 7: let, allow 
let - lætan
licgan v st. 5: lie, extend 
læg - licgan
læge - licgan 

longe adv: long, for a long time, far 

magan pret. pres.: be able, can, be competent 
 meahte pret. 3s: - magan
mehte pret. 3s: - magan 

mann m. (root): person, man 
mon, man - mann


metan v wk 1: meet, encounter 
mette - metan
micel adj, asf: great, large, much 

nan adj, asn: none, not one, not any, no 

ne adv., conj.: not, nor 

norþ adv.: north 
norþmest adv. sup.: northmost 

norþan adj.: northerly; from the north 

be norþan prep.: to the north of 

Norðmen: Northmen; Norwegians
 Norþmonna, Norðmanna - Norðmen
norþryhte conj: northwards; to the north 

norðeweard adj. ns: northward  
norþweardum adj. - norðeweard
nysse, nyste = ne wisse, 
Ohthere name, ns: Ohthere 

on prep.: on, onto, upon, in ,into, against 
ond, and, & conj.: and 
oþer adj., pron.: other, another, next, remaining 
oþre - oþer
oþrum - oþer
oþþe conj.: or 
ryhtnorþanwind m.: a wind from the north 
ryhtnorþanwindes – ryhtnorþanwind
 sæ f (i): sea 

sculan pret. pres.: must, ought to, have to, shall 
sceolde pret. 3p: - sculan
se dem. pron.: the, that 
seo - se
sie, sy - beon 
secgan v wk 3: say, tell 
sæde - secgan
siglan v wk. 1: sail 
 gesiglan v wk. 1: sail 
 siglde - siglan
 siþþan conj. or adv.: after, since, when; afterwards 

steorbord n (a): starboard, right hand side of a ship 

stow f (ō).: place 
stowum - stow
styccemælum adv.: in pieces, bit by bit, here and there  

suþryhte adv.: southwards 
sum adj.: some, a certain 
 sumum - sum
sumor m (u).: summer 
sumera - sumor
swa . . . swa correl. adv and conj.:so . . . as; as . . . as; so much the more . . . so much the more; 
swa swa: conj.: so as; as much as 

swiþe, swyðe adj: very, exceedingly 

þa conj.: then, at that time, when 

þa - se
þæm – se
þære - se
 þæt - se
þeah adv.: however, yet 

þær adv, conj: there, where 
þæt conj.: that, so that 
þrie, þry num.: three 
 þrim - þrie
þonan, þanon adv.: from that time or place, away 

unfriþ m.(u): breach of peace, enmity, war 
unfriþe - unfriþ 
up adv.: up (20, 21, 89, 92) 

wæron - beon
wæs - beon 
weg m (a): way, direction 

weste adj.; waste, barren, desolate, uninhabited, empty 

Westsæ f: Western Sea 

westan adj: from the west 

westen m,n: desert, wilderness 
westenne - westen
wician v wk 2: dwell, lodge, camp 
wiciaþ - wician
widsæ f (i): open sea, ocean 

willan v anom.: wish, desire, will 
wolde subj. 3s: - willan
wind m. (a): wind 
windes - wind
winter m (u).: winter 
wintra - winter 
witan pret. pres.: to know, to understand, to be aware of 
 wisse pret 3s: - witan
wiþ prep. : against, along, in return for, from, with 
