LET'S HAVE A PICNIC
Picnics are popular with women and children and some men who know how to make a fire and have beefy calves that look well in shorts. Children are fond of picnics chiefly because, as a rule, there are no tables at picnics and conse​quently no table manners and because they have an excellent opportunity to eat things that do not agree with them. Since picnic lunches are always just about the same and there​fore require little imagination, women don't have trouble about thinking up a meal.
Much depends, of course, upon the day. Typical picnic weather is of three kinds. Either it is dark and threatening with occasional showers  in the morning, clearing in the after​noon; or it is hot and clear in the morning, with thunder show​ers in the afternoon, or there is a steady drizzle all day long. But as most of the lunch is prepared ahead of time, nothing much can be done about it. After all, there is not much choice between eating a picnic lunch that has waited a day or two and getting a soaking.
Picnic grounds are usually situated on a body of water at some high altitude. One of these features is essential, for no picnic can be a success unless the children have something to fall into, or fall off. Also, a body of water naturally sug​gests taking fishing tackle along. No fish was ever known to have been caught on a picnic, but fishing serves as an excel​lent excuse for getting out of the way while the heavy work is being done.
Quite the most important feature of a picnic is the lunch. It is advisable to know in advance if the lunches are to be pooled or eaten separately. If they are pooled you can afford to contribute peanut-butter sandwiches in the expectation of drawing something more worth while from the common pile.
Fried chicken is always popular. The pieces should be wrapped with great care so that backs and wings look as much like legs and breasts as possible. This will give everyone a fair chance. Then there should be hard-boiled eggs. Not that anyone enjoys the choking sensation they give, but they serve as an excuse for bringing little wads of pepper and salt mixed which come open and spill on the cake. Almost any​thing else that comes in a can or a paper bag is good for a pic​nic lunch. These containers are very important as, after the contents have been eaten, they are strewn about and identify the picnic ground.
Ginger ale, too, should be brought along to remind you that you left the bottle-opener at home. However, there is always at least one person present who knows how to open a bottle on a rock and who thus is assured a successful day.
As soon as the food and other equipment have been un​packed it is in order to start a fire. Collecting wood provides occupation for people who do not know how to amuse them​selves. Then the smoke keeps the others busy shifting their positions after they have settled themselves comfortably. Some consolation may be had from the universal belief that smoke keeps off mosquitoes. Unfortunately smoke appears to have no virtue whatever in driving ants off the jam sand​wiches. The fire also will be needed for drying the clothes of the children who have gone wading, and for roasting po​tatoes and corn. Vegetables roasted in a picnic fire are said to taste like a different thing, probably because ordinary home cooking is free from sand and cinders. When lunch is ready the picnickers suddenly become aware of the inconvenience of having legs. If you stretch them out they get into someone else's lap and if you sit with your knees against your chin your reach is considerably shortened, which puts you at a great disadvantage. If you are a contortionist you can fold them under you with comfort, but you are more likely to suffer agony.
After the lunch has been eaten a picnic is mostly anticli​max. But there is always the possibility of someone nearly getting drowned or running into a hornets' nest or twisting an ankle. Or a fine thunderstorm may come up with a good snappy lightning. However, you must remain until well into the after​noon, or you may not appear to have had a good time. To make matters worse, someone will suggest singing.
Picnics, whatever may be said against them, have their advantages. At least they reawaken in the hearts of many the truth of the old saying that there is no place like home."
(S. M. G. From "Humour Variety. Stories, Jokes, Cartoons", No 2, London)

Exercise I. Replace the italicized parts of the sentences by words and word-combinations from the text:
Children like picnics for various reasons, one of them being that they have a splendid chance of eating things that are not good for them and that they are not allowed to have at home. Besides nobody pays much attention to the way they behave during the meal and how they use the knife and the fork. It's a comfort to know that while your Papa is busy with his fishing rods, etc., and your Mama is engaged in gathering dry branches to make a fire (Papa always escapes doing the heavy work) you can slip away and go wading.
Exercise IV. Find in the text English equivalents for the following and use them in sentences of your own:
 Развести огонь; придумать, что приготовить; крутые яйца; грудка и крылышки; жареная курица; бутерброд с вареньем; штопор; печеная картошка; утонуть; растянуть связки; менять положение; удобно усесться; иметь успех; зависеть (от); отличная отговорка; что-нибудь стоящее; тщательно завернутое; ливень; мелкий дождик; промокнуть; не попадаться на глаза; хорошо про​вести время; рыболовные принадлежности; заблаговре​менно; как правило; распространенное убеждение; преиму​щество; быть в невыгодном положении.
Exercise II. Fill In the blanks with prepositions and adverbs:
1. Are you aware ... the situation? True, the fire is keeping ... the wild animals; but there is very little wood left. The growing darkness will put us ... a disadvantage. If we don't set … at once we may find ourselves ... great danger. 2. He
is fond … roast meat, but it does not agree ...  him, so he hardly ever eats it. 3. Most ... the meal was cooked ahead … time and when the hunting party arrived, dinner was served … once  4. He lives far ... town and this sometimes puts him … a disadvantage. 5 B. was a gifted young singer, very popular … the public. His concerts were always a success and sometimes lasted until well ... the night. 
Exercise III.   Answer the following questions without looking at the text: 
1.   Why are picnics  popular with men who have beefy calves? 2 Whom are picnics popular with? 3. Why are children fond of picnics? 4. What makes picnics popular with women? 5 What kind of weather is typical picnic weather? 6. Why is the picnic not put off, as a rule, when the weather is unfa​vourable? 7. Where are picnic grounds usually situated? 8. Why is it  important that there should be a river or a lake near the picnic grounds? 9. What does a river or lake naturally suggest? 10 Why do some picnickers insist on taking fishing tackle along? 11. Is fishing done for the purpose of catching fish or does it serve as an excellent excuse for not doing heavy work? 12. What is the most important feature of a picnic? 13. What is it advisable to know in advance about the lunch? 14. What is it advisable to contribute if the lunches are pooled? 15. How should pieces of fried chicken be wrapped? 16. Why should pieces of  fried chicken be wrapped with great care? 17. Why should hard-boiled eggs be brought along? 18. What else is good for a picnic lunch? 19.  In what way are cans and paper bags important? 20. Why should ginger ale be brought along? 21. What is the next thing tо do as soon as everything is unpacked? 22.  What provides occupation for people who do not know how to amuse themselves? 23. Why is it necessary to make a fire at a picnic? 24. Does the smoke keep off mosquitoes or drive off the ants? 25. What will the fire be needed for? 26. What are the advan​tages of roasting vegetables in a picnic fire? 27. What do the picnickers become aware of when lunch is ready? 28. What change comes over the picnickers after the lunch is eaten? 29. Is there anything that may keep them interested? 30. What may happen after lunch? 31. Is it possible to leave soon after lunch or must people remain where they are until well into the afternoon? 32. Why must the picnickers remain where they are until well into the afternoon? 33. What are the advantages of picnics?
Exercise IV. Retell the text using the following words and word-combinations:
popular with; to make a fire; table manners; do not agree with; little imagination; to trouble about; to depend upon; occasional showers; steady drizzle; ahead of time; to be a success; to suggest; excellent excuse; to get out of the way; advisable; to contribute; something worth while; fried chicken; to wrap with care; wings; breasts; hard-boiled eggs; can; paper bag; to be strewn about; ginger ale; bottle-opener; to keep busy; to shift one's position; to settle oneself comfortably; to roast potatoes; to become aware of; to stretch out one's legs; to put somebody at a disadvantage; to get drowned; to twist an ankle; to have a good time; to make matters worse; to have one's advantages
Exercise V. Change the following Active constructions into Passive as in b):
a) He tries to get out of the way when they do heavy work. b) He tries to get out of the way when heavy work is being          done.
1. Women were wrapping pieces of chicken with great care. 2. The children were drying their clothes near the fire. 3. Mary was boiling eggs for the picnic lunch. 4. They were eating the roast chicken in a hurry because a thunderstorm was coming up. 5. Mother was unpacking the picnic lunch when one of the kids fell into the river.

Exercise VI.  Topics for discussion:
1.  Speak on the advantages and disadvantages of a picnic.
2.  Describe a picnic that was a success.
3.  Describe an outing.
4.  Speak on a funny incident at a picnic.
Exercise VII. Study the story in pictures and answer the following questions
1.  Is the family going to spend a holiday in the open air? How are Papa and Mama dressed? What are Papa and Mama carrying? Who is leading the way? What is Maggie — the little girl with pigtails — holding in her hand? Is the fam​ily looking for a nice and suitable spot for a picnic?
2.  The picnickers have come to a stop, haven't they? Do they like the spot? Why don't they like it? What is it that they seem to disapprove of? Has anyone been here al​ready? Where do all these bottles, tins, egg-shell, paper bags and cigarette ends come from?
3.  Where ate the picnickers going? What can you see in the foreground? in the background? Which of them is follow​ing in the rear?
4.  Have they found an ideal spot for a picnic at last? Why is this an ideal spot for a picnic? Is Mama fishing or basking in the sun? What is she wear​ing now? Who has spread the picnic cloth? What is Harry doing? What preparations are being made for lunch? Is Mag​gie basking in the sun or having a swim? Does she seem to enjoy it? Why is Doggie barking? Is he having a swim too? Who is absorbed in fishing? Is the weather fine? How do you know it is fine?
5.  Does lunch taste good in the open air? Has the fresh air given the picnickers hearty appetites?

6.  Why is the family leaving the lovely spot where they have camped? Does the spot look as nice as it did when they arrived here? Have they removed the rubbish or have they left it right there? What can you see in the heap in the fore​ground? What do you think of the picnickers? Is this an excep​tional case or do such things happen rather often? Did you ever come across traces of holiday-makers when you happened to go on an excursion, hiking, etc.? If so, what did you think of the people who had been there before you?
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