Washington  Irving. Rip Van Winkle. A Posthumous Writing of  Diedrich Knickerbocker.

Task 1
1. Be ready to speak about life and creative work of  Washington Irving. Name his major works.

2. Using the material from Encyclopedia Britannica and other sources explain the difference between “sketch” and “tale”. What genre does the story by Washington Irving belong to? Give your arguments.

3. Summarize the contents of the first and the second episodes in no more than 200 words. Do the task in written form.

4. While reading episodes 1and 2 write out the words used by the author to describe the setting – time and place of the story, paying your attention to the special stylistic devices – epithets, personifications, similes etc. Refresh your knowledge on these stylistic devices using any available resources. Write down the definitions of these devices. Speak about the impression produced by the author. What is the purpose to create such an image of the Kaatskill mountains?

5. While rereading the episodes 1 and 2 write out the words used by the author to characterize 1) Rip Van Winkle; 2) Dame Van Winkle. Arrange them in the form of the chart so that later you could add some to your list. Speak about the impression produced by each character at the beginning of the story. 

6. Compose 10 special questions covering the details of two initial episodes. Do the task in written form.

7. Find in the text the following words and word combinations, paraphrase them, i.e. explain their meaning in English. Translate the sentences in which they appear. Use these words and words combinations in the sentences of your own. Do the task in written form.

To produce some change (effect); to be clothed in blue and purple; landscape; to be founded; descendant; hen-pecked husband; shrews, blessing; aversion; to dwindle away; mortal; adherent; idleness; to be daunted with; to encourage.

Recall the situations in which they are used in the story orally.         
